,17 
I  31 


CAP 


F    T.I    . 
I    .  ITT 

iSI  AT  I 


THE  LIBRARY 

OF 

THE  UNIVERSITY 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

LOS  ANGELES 


u 


CAPE    OF    GOOD    HOPE. 


EEPOET 


OF  THK 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ON 


ASIATIC  GRIEVANCES. 


Printed  by  Order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

SEPTEMBER.    1908. 


CAPE  TOWN  : 
CAPE  TIMES    LIMITED,   GOVERNMENT   PRINTERS. 

1908. 


[JL.  16- 08.] -ASIATIC  GRIEVANCES. 


CAFE    OF    GOOD   HOFF. 

| 


1 


REPORT 


OF    THF. 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ox 


ASIATIC  GRIEVANCES. 


Printed,  bij  Order  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

SEPTEMBER,  1908. 


CAPE   TOWN  : 
CAPE  TIMES  LIMITED,  GOVERNMENT  PRINTERS, 

191  • 


[A.  16-08]— ASIATIC  GRIEVAN* 


ai  SELECT    COMMITTEE   ON 


ORDERS   OF    THE   HOUSE. 


11th  August,  1908. 

ORDERED  : — That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  the  Immigration  Act  and  the  General 
Dealers'  Act,  with  power  to  take  evidence  and  call  for  papers,  and 
to  consist  of  Dr.  Murray,  Messrs.  Levey,  Lundie,  Alexander, 
Withinshaw,  Hellier,  Powell,  Louw  and  Greer. 


13th    August,  1908. 

ORDERED  : — That  the  Petition  of  Hing  Woo,  presented  to  the 
House  on  the  3rd  July,  and  the  Petitions  of  E.  Norodien  and 
others,  presented  on  the  22nd  July,  and  V.  Sammy  and  others, 
presented  on  the  23rd  July,  praying  for  relief  from  certain  dis- 
abilities now  imposed  respectively  on  the  Chinese  and  Indians 
resident  in  the  Colony,  be  referred  to  the  Committee. 


ASIATIC    GRIEVANCES.  Ill 

JV 

/ 

REPORT 

OF  THE 

SELECT  COMMITTEE,  appointed  by  Order  of 
the  House  of  Assembly,  dated  the  11th  August, 
1908,  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the 
"  Immigration  Act,''  and  the  "  General  Dealers' 
Act,"  with  power  to  take  evidence  and  call 
for  Papers,  and  to  consist  of  Dr.  Murray, 
Messrs.  Levey,  Lundie,  Alexander.  Withix- 
shaw,  Hellier,  Powell,  Louw  and  Greer. 

1.  Your  Committee  have  conducted  an  inquiry 
into  certain  grievances  set  forth  in  Asiatic  peti- 
tions to  your  honourable  House  with  regard  to  the 
incidence  and  administration  of  the  General 
Dealers'  Act,  and  the  Immigration  Act.  Your 
Committee  have  not  attempted  any  general  exami- 
nation of  the  working  of  these  Acts,  which  is  all 
the  less  necessary  in  the  case  of  the  Immigration 
Act,  because  an  inquiry  into  the  working  of  that 
Act  generally  has  been  conducted  elsewhere. 

2.  The  Indian  witnesses  state  that  British  In- 
dians are  being  wronged  owing  to  the  local 
authorities  refusing  all  their  applications  (except 
in  Cape  Town)  for  licences  as  general  dealers  or 
hawkers,  merely  because  they  are  Indians,  and 
they  assert  strongly  that,  as  British  subjects  of 
good  character,  and  ready  to  comply  with  the  laws 
in  every  respect,  they  are  entitled  to  equal  treat- 
ment ;  and  it  is  held  that  prices  at  which  Indian 
storekeepers  sell  are  of  great  advantage  to  the 
poor.  The  statement  as  to  the  entire  refusal  of 
licences  is  contradicted  in  part  by  the  fact  that  the 
number  of  Indian  licences  is  so  great  in  the  Cape 
Peninsula  that  European  shop-keepers  declare 
they  are  being  driven  out  of  existence  by  Indian 
competition  It  is  also  shown  that  at  Mafeking  the 
number  of  Indian  shopkeepers  has  not  diminished, 
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except  for  such  diminution  as  is  due,  alike  with 
Indians  and  Europeans,  to  bad  times.  The  great 
number  of  Indians,  despite  the  Act,  is,  however, 
partly  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  licences  held 
before  the  Act  was  passed  (referred  to  below). 

3.  The  evidence  of  the  European  storekeepers 
who  have  given  evidence  on  Indian  competition  is 
striking.  They  declare  that  the  Indian  represents 
a  lower  standard  of  civilization  than  their  own  ; 
that  he  lives  meagrely  ;  is  poorly  housed  ;  pays 
his  staff  at  a  rate  at  which  Europeans  could  not 
live  ;  and  consequently  compels  European  com- 
petitors to  close  their  doors.  It  is  impossible  to 
view  the  extinction  of  the  European  storekeeper 
without  the  gravest  fears  for  the  future  of  the 
Colony.  Indians  have,  as  a  rule,  no  domestic 
establishments  to  maintain,  so  they  remit  nearly 
all  the  money  they  make  to  India.  It  is  also  iii 
evidence  that  Indian  competition  has  driven  out 
nearly  all  Malay  and  coloured  small  storekeepers 
in  Indian  storekeepers'  vicinity.  It  is,  moreover, 
alleged  that  as  Indians  do  somehow  live,  while 
their  prices  are  scarcely  distinguishable  from 
wholesale  prices,  there  must  be  some  sinister 
explanation.  Insolvencies  are  somewdiat  heavier 
than  amongst  Euro2)eans  ;  many  Indians  keep  no 
books,  and  in  some  cases  (though  no  general  alle- 
gation on  this  head  lias  been  made)  resort  is  had 
to  short  weight.  In  these  respects  the  existing 
law  is  adequate  if  properly  enforced. 

i.  Your  Committee  recognise  the  hardship  the 
Act  inflicts  on  respectable  Indians  who  were  in 
business  as  hawkers  in  1906.  The  position  of 
hawkers  of  good  character  and  habits  domiciled 
in  this  Colony  before  1906  deserves  special  con- 
sideration by  the  local  authorities  charged  with 
the  administration  of  the  "  General  Dealers  Act "  ; 
but  one  Indian  witness  admitted  that  Indians  in 
India  were  made  acquainted  with  the  law  here 
through  the  medium  of  Indian  Opinion,  so  that 
they  well  know  what  to  expect  and  would  come 
at  their  own  risk.     Here,  however,  it  is  important 
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to  note  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Macnamara,  of  the 
Woodstock  Municipal  Council,  from  which  it 
appears  that  Indians  domiciled  here  before  the 
passing  of  the  General  Dealers  Act  may  obtain 
any  number  of  licences  in  the  area  in  which  they 
have  held  licences  previously,  and  place  in  charge 
of  their  businesses  men  who  have  obtained  entrance 
since  1906.  and  possibly  some  still  arriving.  This 
difficulty  would  be  met  by  a  more  rigid  enforce- 
ment of  the  existing  Act.  especially  section  three. 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  hawkers  of 
standing  in  rural  areas  who  were  in  business 
before  1906  should  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
as  general  dealers  under  the  Act. 

5.  It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  grievances 
as  to  unexplained  refusal  of  licences  are  not  con- 
lined  to  Indians.  It  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee,  meet  such  cases,  whether  Indian  or 
European,  if  in  any  future  legislation  on  the 
subject  it  were  provided  that  after  refusal  of  a 
licence  then,  upon  the  presentation  of  a  petition 
signed  by  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters  of  the 
ward  or  wards  of  the  Municipality  or  Division  in 
which  the  applicant  proposes  to  trade,  the 
Municipal  or  Divisional  Council,  as  the  case  may 
be,  shall  be  compelled  to  grant  the  licence.  It 
would  tend  to  prevent  some  of  the  abuses  of  the 
Indian  trading  if  all  traders  were  compelled  to 
keep  books  in  some  European  language. 

6.  With  regard  to  the  working  of  the  Immigra- 
tion Act.  there  is  less  to  be  said.  Some  personal 
allegations  were  made  with  regard  to  favouritism 
in  passing  Indians,  but  these  have  not  been 
proved  and,  speaking  generally,  the  Indians  have 
been  satisfied  with  the  working  of  the  Act  since 
certain  modifications  have  been  made  in  its  admin- 
istration.  Mr.  Cousins,  the  Chief  Immigration 
Officer,  absolutelv  denies  the  existence  of  any 
favouritism  in  the  treatment  of  agents.  \\  itli  re- 
gard to  the  admission  of  Indian  minors,  your 
Committee  find  that  the  Immigration  Department 
has  great  difficultv  in  administering  the  law  as  it 
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stands,  and  it  would  facilitate  the  work  of  the 
Department  if  certificates  of  minority  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Indian  authorities,  coupled  with 
evidence  of  indenty  to  prevent  personation. 

7.  Your  Committee  have  examined  King-  Woo, 
who  gave  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  various 
Chinese  Associations  of  the  Cape  Colony,  and  re- 
commend that  the  evidence  be  referred  to  the 
Government  for  consideration.  Your  Committee 
further  recommend  that  the  Government  should, 
as  far  as  possible,  recognise  the  various  Chinese 
Associations  throughout  the  Cape  Colony  in  deal- 
ing with  any  matters  affecting  the'  Chinese 
residents. 

8.  Your  Committee  have  taken  evidence  as  to 
the  grievances  of  Indians  in  East  London,  but  as 
these  arise  out  of  municipal  regulations  your 
Committee  recognize  the  impracticability  of  inter- 
fering with  the  authority  of  the  local  municipality. 

EDMUND  POWELL, 

Chairman. 
Committee  Rooms, 
House  of  Assemblv. 
2nd  September,  1908. 
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MINORITY  REPORT. 


We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee, dissent  from  "the  last  Clause  of  Paragraph 
Four  of  the  Report,  which  reads  as  follows : — 

In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  hawkers 
of  standing  in  rural  areas  Avho  were  in 
business  before  1906  should  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  general  dealers  under 
the  Act. 

B.  H.  LUXDIE, 

G.  S.  WITHIN SH AW. 

J.  G.  HELLIER. 

Committee  Rooms, 

House  of  Assembly. 
2nd  September,  1908. 
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RAPPORT 

VAN   HET 

GEKOZEN  COMITE  aangesteld  door  Besolutie  van 
de  Wetgevende  Yergadering  van  11  Augustus 
1908,  om  onderzoek  te  doen  naar  de  werking 
van  de  "  Immigratie  Wet  "  en  de  "  Algemeene 
Handelaars  Wet,"  met  macht  getuigenis  in  te 
winnen  en  om  papieren  te  vragen,  en  te 
bestaan  uit  Dr.  Murray,  de  heeren  Levey, 
Lundie,  Alexander,  Withinshaw.  Hellier. 
Powell.  Louw  en  Greer. 

1.  Uw  Comite  heeft  een  onderzoek  ingesteld 
naar  zekere  grieven,  die  beweerd  werden  in  Azia- 
tische  Petities  bij  IT  ingediend,  ten  opzichte 
van  het  effekt  en  de  administratie  van  de  "  Alge- 
meene Handelaars  Wet"  en  de  "Immigratie  Wet." 
Uw  Comite  heeft  niet  getracht  de  algemeene 
werking  van  deze  Wetten  te  onderzoeken,  en  dit 
is  nog  minder  noodig  in  geval  van  de  "  Immigratie 
Wet,"  daar  een  onderzoek  naar  de  werking  van  die 
Wet  elders  ingesteld  werd. 

2.  De  Indisehe  getuigen  verklaren  dat  de  Brit- 
sche  Indiers  onreclit  aangedaan  worden  doordat 
de  plaatselijke  autoriteiten  al  hunne  applikaties 
(behalve  in  Kaapstad)  om  licenties  als  algemeene 
handelaars  of  als  rond venters  weigeren,  een- 
voudig  omclat  zij  Indiers  zijn  en  zij  beweren  ten 
sterkste  dat,  als  Britsche  onderdanen  van  goede 
karakter  en  gewillig  om  aan  de  wetten  in  elk  op- 
zicht  te  voldoen,  zij  gerechtigd  zijn  op  gelijke 
behandeling ;  men  beweert  ook  dat  de  prijzen 
waartegen  de  Indisehe  winkeliers  verkoopen  van 
groote  voordeel  zijn  voor  de  arm  en.  De  bewering 
omtrent  de  algemeene  weigering  van  licenties 
wordt  gedeeltelijk  weerlegd  door  het  1'eit  dat  het 
aantal  van  Indisehe  licenties  zoo  groot  is  in  het 
Kaapsche  Schiereiland  dat  Blanke  winkeliers  ver- ' 
klaren    dat   zij   gansch   uitgeroeid    worden    door 
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Indische  competitie.  Eet  wordt  aangetoond  dat 
te  Mafeking  het  aantal  van  Indische  winkeliers 
niet  verminderd  is.  behalve  voor  zoover  als  zoo- 
danige  vermindering,  zoowel  in  het  geva]  van 
Indiers  als  van  Blanken,  te  wijten  is  aan  de 
slechte  tijden.  Het  groote  aantal  Indiers,  ten 
spijte  van  dczc  Wet,  is  echter  gedeeltelijk  toe  te 
schrijven  aan  de  licenties  gehouden  voor  deze 
Wet  gepasseerd  werd  (hieronder  opgewezen). 

3.  Het  getuigenis  van  de  blanke  winkeliers.  die 
getuigenis  gegeven  hebben  omtrent  Indische  com- 
petitie,  is  treffend.  Zij  beweren  dat  de  lndier  ecu 
lager  standaard  van  besckaving  vertegenwoordigt 
dan  him  eigene  ;  dat  hij  armoedig  leeft ;  op 
armoedige  wijze  gehuisd  is  ;  dat  hij  zijne  klerken 
eon  loon  betaalt  waarop  Blanken  niet  zouden 
kurinen  leven,  en  dat  hij  aldus  zijne  Blanke 
mededinger  verplicht  om  zijne  deuren  te  sluiten. 
Men  kan  niet  anders,  dan  met  de  grootste  bekom- 
mernis  voor  de  toekomst  van  de  Kolonie,  aan  de 
uitroeiing  van  de  Blanke  winkelier  denken.  In- 
diers hebben  in  de  regel  geen  huishoudingen  om 
te  onderhouden  en  daarom  zenden  zij  al  het  geld 
dat  zij  maken  naar  Indie.  Het  getuigenis  toont 
ook  dat  Indische  competitie  bijkans  alle  Maleische 
en  gekleurde  kleinc  winkeliers  weggedreven  heb- 
ben lilt  de  buurte  van  de  Indische  winkelier.  Het 
wordt  beweerd  dat,  daar  Indiers  op  een  of  andere 
wijze  toch  leven,  terwijl  limine  prijzen  nauwelijks 
te  onderscheiden  zijn  van  de  prijzen  bij  de  groote 
niaat,  er  iets  verkeerd  achter  zit.  Er  zijn  meer 
insolventschappen  onder  hen  dan  onder  Blanken  ; 
vele  Indiers  houden  geen  boeken  ;  en  in  sommige 
gevallen  (hoewel  geen  algemoene  bewering  onder 
dit  hoofd  gemaakt  wordt)  neemt  men  de  toevlucht 
tot  korte  gewichten.  De  tegenwoordige  Wet  is  in 
deze  opzichten  voldoende.  indien  behoorlijk 
gehandhaafd. 

4.  LJw  Comite  erkent  dat  fatsoenlijke  Indiers, 
die  in  1906  in  bezigheid  waren  als  rondventers, 
onder  deze  Wet  een  werkelijke  grieve  hebben.  De 
positie   van   rondventers  van   goede  karakter    en 
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gewoontcn  en  gedomicilieerd  in  deze  Kolonie  voor 
1906  verdient  de  speciale  consideratie  van  de  plaat- 
selijko  autoriteiten  die  belast  zijn  met  de  admini- 
strate van  de  "  Algemeene  Handelaars  Wet "  ; 
maar  een  Indische  getuige  erkende  dat  Indiers  in 
Indie  door  middel  van  de  Indian  Opinion  bekend 
gemaakt  werden  met  de  Wet,  zoodat  zij  wisten 
wat  te  verwachten  en  hierheen  kwamen  op  hun 
eigen  risico.  In  dit  opzicht  is  het  belangrijk  te 
letten  op  het  getuigenis  van  de  heer  Macnamara 
van  de  Woodstock  Municipale  Eaad,  waaruit  het 
blijkt  dat  Indiers  alhier  gedomicilieerd  voor  het 
passeeren  van  de  i-  Algemeene  Handelaars  Wet " 
eenig  aantal  licenties  mogen  krijgen  in  die  area 
waarin  zij  tevoren  licenties  hielden,  en  dat  zij  in 
opzicht  van  hunne  bezigheid  mannen  mogen 
plaatsen  die  in  dit  land  toegelaten  zijn  sedert  1906, 
en  mogelijk  sommigen  die  nog  mogen  arriveeren. 
Voor  deze  moeilijkheid  kon  men  echter  voorzie- 
ning  maken  door  een  strenger  handhaving  van  de 
bestaande  Wet,  vooral  artikel  drie.  In  de  opinie 
van  uw  Comite  behooren  rondventers  in  lande- 
lijke  areas,  die  in  bezigheid  waren  voor  1906, 
geplaatst  te  worden  op  dezeli'de  voet  als  algemeene 
handelaars  onder  deze  Wet. 

5.  Het  blijkt  nit  het  getnigenis  dat  anderen  be- 
halve  Indiers  grieven  hebben  doordat  licenties 
geweigerd  worden  zonder  eenig  reden  voor  zoo- 
danige  weigerihg  te  geven.  Men  zou  in  de  opinie 
van  uw  Gomite  voorziening  voor  zoodanige  ge- 
vallen  kunnen  maken,  hetzij  het  Indiers  of 
Blanken  betreft,  door  in  eenig  toekomstig  wet- 
geving  over  dit  onderwerp  te  bepalen  dat,  indien 
r,a  weigering  van  een  licentie  een  petitie  in- 
gediend  wordt  onderteekend  door  de  meerder- 
heid  van  de  geregistreerde  kiezers  van  de  wijk  of 
wijken  van  de  Municipaliteit  of  Afdeeling  waarin 
zoodanige  applikant  van  plan  is  een  bezigheid 
te  drijven,  de  Municipale  of  Afdeelings  liaad, 
naardat  het  geval  is,  verplicht  zal  zijn  de  licentie 
te  geven.  Het  zoti  strekken  om  sommige  van  de 
misbruiken  van    Indische  handel  te  verhinderen 
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indien  alle  handelaars  verplicht  werden  om 
boeken  te  kouden  in  een  of  ander  Europeesche 
taal. 

6.  Onilrent  de  werking  van  do  Immigratie  Wet 
valt  er  minder  te  zeggen.  Eenige  persoonlijke 
beweringen  werden  gemaakt  ten  opzichte  van 
erunstbetoon  in  net  doorlaten  van  Indiers,  maar 
die  zijn  niet  bewezen  geworden  en  over  net  alge- 
meen  genomen  zijn  de  Indiers  tevreden  met  de 
werking  van  de  Wet  sedert  zekere  wijzingen  in  de 
administratie  daarvan  aangebracht  zijn.  De  beer 
Cousins  ontkent  ten  eenemale  dat  er  eenig  gunst- 
betoon  bestaat  in  de  behandeling  van  agenten. 
Met  betrekking  tot  de  toelating  van  Indische 
minder jarigen  vindt  uw  Comite  dat  liet  Admini- 
stratie Departement  groote  moeielijkheid  onder- 
vindt  in  bet  administreeren  van  de  Wet  zooals 
bet  vandaag  staat.  en  bet  zou  het  werk  van  het 
Departement  vergemakkelijken  indien  certifikaten 
van  minderjarigheid  verkregen  konden  worden 
van  Indische  autoriteiten,  tezamen  met  bewijs 
van  identiteit  om  verpersoonlijking  te  verhin- 
deren. 

7.  Uw  Comite  bee  ft  Hing  Woo.  die  getuigenis 
gaf  namens  de  verschillende  Chineesche  Vereeni- 
gingen  van  de  Kaap  Kolonie,  ondervraagd  en 
beveelt  aan  dat  zijn  getuigenis  verwezen  worde 
naar  bet  Gouvernement  voor  overweging.  Uw 
Comite  beveelt  verder  aan  dat  bet  Gouvernement 
bij  bet  behandelen  van  zaken  die  de  Chineesche 
inwoners  betreffen,  zoover  als  mogelijk  de  ver- 
schillende Chineesche  Vereenigingen  in  de  Kaap 
Kolonie  behoort  te  erkennen. 

8.  Uw  Comite  heeft  getuigenis  ingewonnen  om- 
trent  de  grieven  van  Indiers  te  Host  Londen.  maar 
daar  dezelve  uit  municipale  regulaties  ontstaan, 
erkent  uw  Comite  de  onuitvoerbaarheid  van  zicb 
te  bemoeien  met  hel  gezag  van  de  plaatselijke 
municipaliteit. 

EDMUND  POWELL, 

Yoorzitter. 
Comite  Kamer, 
Wetgevende  Vergadering, 
2  September,  1908. 
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Wij,  cle  ondergeteekende  leden  van  het  Comite 
verschillen  van  de  laatste  volzin  van  paragraaf 
vier  die  als  volgt  leest : — 

In  de  opinie  van  uw  Comite  behooren  rond- 
venters  in  landelijke  areas,  die  in  bezig- 
heid  waren  voor  1906,  geplaatst  te  worden 
op  dezelfde  voet  als  algemeene  handelaars 
onder  deze  Wet. 

E.  H.  LUNDIE, 
G.  S.  WITHINSHAW 
J.  G.  HELLIEE. 
Comite  Kamer, 

Wetgevende  Vergadering, 
2  September  1908. 
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PKOCEEDINGS    OF   COMMITTEE. 


Proceedings  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  by  Order 
of  the  House  of  Assembly,  dated  the  lltli  August,  L908,  to 
inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  working  of  the  Immigration 
Act  and  the  General  Dealers"  Act  ;  the  Committee  to  have 
power  to  take  evidence  and  call  for  papers,  and  to  consist  of 

Dr.    Murray,    Messrs.    Levey.     Lundie,    Alexander, 

WlTHTXSH AW.  HELLIER,  POWELL.  LOUW  ail. I  GREER. 


Friday,  1 4th  August,  1908. 


PRESENT 


Dr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Murray. 
Levey. 
Alexander. 
Withinshaw. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Hellier. 

Powell. 
Louw. 

Greer. 


Clerk  read  Order  of  the  House  dated  the  11th  August,  1908, 
appointing  the  Committee. 

Clerk  read  Order  of  the  House,  dated  the  13th  instant,  refer- 
ring to  the  Committee  the  Petition  of  Hing  Woo,  presented  to  the 
House  on  the  3rd  July,  and  the  Petitions  of  E.  Norodien  and 
others,  presented  on  the  "22nd  July,  and  V.  Sammy  and  others, 
presented  on  the  23rd  July,  praying  for  relief  from  certain  dis- 
abilities now  imposed  respectively  on  the  Chinese  and  Indians 
resident  in  the  Colony. 

Clerk  laid  the  petitions  upon  the  Table.     |  Appendix  B.] 

Resolved:  That  Mr.  Powell  be  Chairman. 

The  Committee  deli  Iterated,  and  adjourned  until  Monday,  at  It  >..",(! 
a.m. 


Monday,  lltli  August,  1908. 


PRESENT : 

Mr.  POWELL  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Levey. 

Mr.  Withinshaw, 


Mr.  Hellier, 
Mr.  Louw. 

Mr.    (h-vrv. 


Messrs.  Ebrahim  Norodien.  President,  South  African  Indian 
Association,  Shamusdin  Cassimali,  Secretary,  South  African  Indian 
Association,  and  Frederick  Henry  Boose,  Broker,  Cape  Town, 
were  examined. 

The  Committee  deliberated,  and  adjourned  until  Wednesday,  at 
10.15  a.m. 
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Wednesday,  19th  AtiguSt,   1908. 


PRESENT  : 
Mr.  POWELL  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Levey. 
Mr.  Lundie. 
Mr.  Alexander 


Mr.  Withinshaw. 
Mr.  Hellier. 
Mr.  Louw. 
Mr.  Greer. 


Messrs.  Abdol  Cader,  Importer,  Cape  Town,  Daga  Ram,  K. 
Oidvomat,  Shop  Assistants,  Cape  Town,  and  Hing  Woo,  President, 
Chinese  Association,  were  examined. 

The  Committee  deliberated,  and  adjourned  until  Friday,  at 
10.15  a.m. 


Friday,  21st  August,  1908. 


PRESENT : 
Mr.  Powell  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Lundie. 
Mr.  Alexander 


Mr.  Withinshaw. 
Mr.  Hellier. 
Mr.  Louw. 


Mr.  George  Arthur  Job,  Grocer,  Cape  Town,  was  examined,  and 
put  in  price  list  of  groceries  as  sold  by  Indian  traders.  [Appen- 
dix A.] 

Mr.  Vahed  Rahmoo,  Indian  general  dealer,  Cape  Town,  was 
examined. 

The  Committee  deliberated,  and  adjourned  until  Monday,  at 
10.15  a.m. 


Monday ',  24th  August,  1908. 


PRESENT : 
Mr.  POWELL  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Lundie. 


Mr.  Withinshaw. 
Mr.  Hellier. 


Clerk  laid  upon  the  Table  a  letter,  dated  the  21th  instant, 
from  Mr.  A.  Phillip,  forwarding  price  list  of  Mahomed  Jaffer, 
Rondebosch. 

Messrs.  George  S.  Ferguson,  Charles  E.  Griffiths,  Alexander 
Phillips,  and  William  S.  Wood,  were  examined. 

The  Chairman  read  and  laid  upon  the  Table  a  letter,  dated  the 
22nd  instant,  from  Mr.  A.  Cader,  in  regard  to  the  evidence  given  by 
him  on  the  19th  instant. 

The  Committee  deliberated,  and  adjourned  until  Wednesday,  at 
10'  15  a.m. 
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Wednesday,  26th  August,  1908. 


PRESENT  : 

Mr.  Powell  (Chairman). 

Mr.  Lundie.  Mr.  Louw. 

Mr.  Withinshaw.  Mr.  Greer. 

Mr.  Hellier. 

Messrs.  Michiel  Johannes  cle  Beer,  M.L.A.,  John  William  de 
Kock,  M.L.A.,  and  Edward  Henry  Macnamara  were  examined. 

The  Committee  deliberated,  and  adjourned  until  Friday,  at  10.15 
a.m. 


Friday,  28th  August,  1908. 


PRESENT : 

Mr.  Powell  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Lundie. 
Mr.  Withinshaw. 


Mr.  Hellier. 
Mr,  Louw. 
Mr.  Greer. 


Messrs.  William  Jacobus  van  der  Merwe,  M.L.A.,  Jerome 
Washington  Donovan,  and  Jacob  Isenstein  were  examined. 

The  Committee  deliberated,  and  adjourned  until  Monday,  at 
10.15  a.m. 


Monday.  31st  August,  1908. 


PRESENT  : 
Mr.  Powell  (Chairman). 


Mr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Levey. 
Mr.  Lundie. 


Mr.  Alexander. 
Mr.  Withinshaw. 
Mr.  Hellier. 


Messrs.  Clarence  Wilfred  Cousins.  Chief  Immigration  Officer. 
Johannes  Studer,  M.L.A.,  and  Jan  Abraham  Venter,  M.L.A.,  were 
examined. 

The  Committee  deliberated,  and  adjourned  until  Wednesday,  at 
10.15  a.m. 


Wednesday,  2nd  September,  1908. 


PRESENT : 

Mr.  Powell  (Chairman). 

Dr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Levej\ 
Mr.  Lundie. 
Mr.  Alexander. 

The  Chairman  submitted  a  Draft  Report. 
Paragraphs  One  to  Three  put  and  agreed  to. 


Mr.  Withinshaw. 
Mr.  Hellier. 
Mr.  Louw. 
Mr.  Greer. 
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Asiatic     GRIEVANCES. 

On  Paragraph  Four,  as  follows  : — 

Your  Committee  recognise  the  hardship  the  Act  inflicts  on 
respectable  Indians  who  were  in  business  as  hawkers  in  1906. 
The  position  of  hawkers  of  good  character  and  habits  domiciled  in 
this  Colony  before  1906  deserves  special  consideration  by  the 
local  authorities  charged  with  the  administration  of  the  General 
Dealers  Act ;  but  one  Indian  witness  admitted  that  Indians  in 
India  were  made  acquainted  with  the  law  here  through  the 
medium  of  Indian  Opinion,  so  that  they  well  know  what  to 
expect,  and  would  come  at  their  own  risk.  Here,  however,  it  is 
important  to  note  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Macnamara,  of  the  Wood- 
stock Municipal  Council,  from  which  it  appears  that  Indians 
domiciled  here  before  the  passing  of  the  General  Dealers  Act  ma y 
obtain  any  number  of  licences  in  the  area  in  which  they  have 
held  licences  previously,  and  place  in  charge  of  their  businesses 
men  who  have  obtained  entrance  since  1U06,  and  possibly  some 
still  arriving.  This  difficulty  would  be  met  by  a  more  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  existing  Act,  especially  section  three. 

The  Chairman  moved  :  To  add  at  the  end  :  "  In  the  opinion  of 
your  Committee  hawkers  of  standing  in  rural  areas  who  were  in 
business  before  1906  should  he  place) I  on  the  same  footing  as 
general  dealers  under  the  Act." 

Upon  which  the  Commit  tee  divided  : 

Ayes,  0.  Noes,  3. 

The  Chairman. 


Mr.  Lundie. 
Mr.  Hellier. 
Mr.  Withinshaw. 


Mr.  Alexander. 
Mr.  Greer. 
Mr.  Louw. 
Dr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Levey. 

Morion     -cordingly  agreed  to. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  put  and  agreed  to. 

Paragraphs  Five  to  Eight  put  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved  : — That  the  report,  as  amended,  be  adopted,  and  that 
the  Chairman  report  accordingly. 

Messrs.  Lundie.  Hellier  and  Withinshaw  intimated  their  inten- 
tion to  submit  a  Minority  Report. 


MINUTES  OF  EYIDENCE. 


SELECT    COMMITTEE    ON    ASIATIC 
GRIFAAXCES. 


Monday,  Uf/t  August,  1908. 


PRESENT : 

Mr.  Powell    Chairman 


Mr.  Withinshaw, 
Mr.  Hellier, 
Dr.  Murray. 
Mr.  G.  A.  Louw, 


Mr.  Alexander. 
Mr.  Greer. 
Mr.  Levey. 


Mr.  Ebrahim  Norodien,  examined. 

1.  Chairman.']    You  represent  a  boclv  of  Indians.      Mr.  e. 
Which  is  it  ?— The  South  African  Indian  Associa-    Nor!?en- 

tiOll.  Au^.  17,190 

2.  You  have  presented  a  petition  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  ? —  "We  have. 

3.  What  are  your  grievances  with  regard  bo  the 
working  of  the  General  Dealers'  Act  ? — Some  of 
our  people,  who  have  been  in  the  country  ten  or 
twelve  years,  cannot  get  licences  to  deal  in  the 
suburbs. 

4.  On  what  grounds  are  the  licences  refused  ? — 
On  the  grounds  that  they  are  Indians. 

5.  And  for  no  other  reasons  ? — For  no  other 
reasons. 

6.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  grievances  of 
Indians  living  at  East  London  ? — We  received  a 
letter  from  the  East  London  people,  in  which 
thev  say  they  are  not  allowed  to  walk  on  the 
footpaths,  and  they  also  complain  that  they  have 
to  stay  in  the  locations.  Whilst  their  servants  can 
go  out  without  permits  at  night  time,  they  cannot 
go  out  at  any  time  without  them. 

a.  Li       18      Asiatic  <  rrievanees.  b 
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N^afn         ^ '  ^S  ^Qa^  a^  they  complain  about  ? — They  have 
rcL161      the  same   complaints   as   we   have  about  getting 
Aug.  17, 1908.  licences. 

8.  Do  any  of  them  get  licences  ? — No.  no  licences 
are  granted. 

9.  Why  ?  Do  you  know  why  ? — Because  they 
are  Indians. 

10.  You  see  the  trouble  is  that  East  London 
conies  under  a  municipal  regulation  ? — That  is  so. 

11.  And  not  a  special  Act  of  Parliament  ? — Yes. 

12.  In  your  petition,  you  say  you  have 
grievances  as  to  questions  of  domicile.  Will  you 
tell  the  Committee  what  they  are  ? — What 
domicile  is,  is  not  defined  when  Indians  go  to  the 
Immigration  Department  ;  they  are  at  one  time 
told  that  domiciled  means  one  who  has  married 
here,  at  another  time  they  are  told  that  it  is  one 
who  has  property  here,  and  again  they  are  told 
that  it  is  a  person  who  has  property  here  or  who 
has  lived  here  several  years.  We  do  not  know 
what  is  the  definition  of  domiciled.  We  want  a 
definition  of  domicile. 

13.  Have  you  any  grievance  with  regard  to 
Indians  proceeding  to  India  on  a  visit  and  return- 
ing here  ? — A  lot  of  power  is  given  to  the  Immi- 
gration Officer,  who  if  he  wishes  can  refuse  a 
certificate  without  going  into  the  matter.  He 
sometimes  refuses  a  certificate  to  enable  an  Indian 
to  come  back.  Sometimes  he  says  "  You  are  not 
domiciled  here."  Of  late  the  Immigration  Depart- 
ment have  given  certificates  to  those  who  had  two 
good  references,  but  twelve  months  ago  we  could 
not  get  permits  at  all. 

14.  Then  that  grievance  is  partty  done  away 
with.  There  has  been  an  alteration  ? — But  still 
they  refuse  sometimes,  that  is  when  thev  want  to. 
Sometimes  there  is  a  lot  of  trouble  about  them 
coming  back.  The  people  are  only  allowed  to 
land,  and  there  is  one  man  only  who  can  get  them 
in.  If  he  is  not  employed  they  are  not  allowed  to 
land. 

15.  Is  there  any  trouble  about  identification  ? — 
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If  we  do  not  take  a  certain  man,  there  is  always      -Mr-E- 
tron  Die. 

16.  Have  you  been  asked  to  furnish  any  means  Aus- 17» 1908- 
of    identification,    such     as    finger-prints  ?— They 

asked  for  photographs. 

17.  Has  not  the  Colonial  Secretary  recently 
made  some  concessions  as  to  the  time  Indians  can 
stay  away  ? — Yes.  lately  the  time  has  been  in- 
creased to  three  years. 

18.  What  is  the  trouble  with  regard  to  minors 
travelling  with  their  parents  ? — There  is  always 
trouble  about  the  ages  of  the  minors.  Sometimes 
the  minors  are  very  tall  in  stature,  whilst  others 
are  very  small.  There  is  always  trouble  about 
making  out  the  ages.  If  we  say  one  of  the  tall 
ones  is  not  yet  16,  the  Immigration  Officer  says  he 
is  24.  and  it*  we  say  one  of  the  small  ones  is  24.  he 
says  he  is  not  16. 

19.  Have  you  any  complaints  with  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Department  apart  from  what 
you  have  told  us  ? — Yes,  the  officers  of  the  Depart- 
ment do  not  treat  everybody  alike.  They  favour 
some,  whilst  the  others  they  treat  badly. 

20.  There  is  a  difficulty  with  regard  to  Indian 
servants  entering  the  Colony  ? — It  is  not  allowed. 

21.  Not  allowed  ? — Xo,  not  at  all. 

22.  You  have  some  difficulty  with  the  Municipal 
and  Divisional  Councils  with  regard  to  the  grant- 
ing of  licences,  but  you  have  mentioned  that  ? — 
Yes.  Applications  are  always  refused  by  both 
bodies. 

23.  Now.  what  is  your  trouble  as  to  hawkers — 
Indian  hawkers  ? — In  Cape  Town  they  are  granted 
licences,  for  Cape  Town,  but,  in  the  country  they 
do  not  get  them.  People  who  have  a  lot  of 
interests  and  vested  rights  have  been  refused 
licences. 

24.  Are  they  refused  locally  in  Cape  Town  and 
in  the  Cape  Division? — They  are  refused  in  the 
suburbs  and  in  the  country. 

25.  Do  you  want  some  form  of  appeal  as  to  the 


i:  1' 
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Mr  e.      refusal  of  these  licences  ? — Yes,  it  would  bo  much 
onwen.    j^^,  y:  ^q  hawkers  could  appeal. 
Au-  17, 1908.      26.  Where  ?— Say  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

27.  Do  the  Indians  who  are  not  Mahomedans 
object  to  giving  photographs  for  identification  ? — 
The  Mahomedan  objects  to  giving  photographs, 
but  in  this  case  we  want  to  assist  the  Government. 
We  know  there  must  be  some  means  of  identifica- 
tion, so  we  agree  to  give  the  photographs. 

28.  Mr.  Level/.']  The  Indians  that  you  refer  to 
are  British  subjects  ? — Yes. 

29.  How  long  have  they  been  in  the  country  ? — 
Some  about  20  years,  some  ten  years,  seven  years, 

•/  a  '  a 

six  years  and  so  on. 

30.  Mr.  Greer.']  You  said  that  the  Immigration 
Office  does  not  treat  all  alike.  To  what  do  you 
ascribe  that  ? — We  have  been  to  several  attorneys 
to  get  people  through  and  they  do  not  succeed.  It 
can  onlv  be  managed  through  one  man,  who  can 
get  them  all  admitted. 

31.  What  is  his  name  ? — His  name  is  Abdol 
Cader. 

32.  Do  you  know  of  any  payments  made  to  him  ? 
— I  know  that  amounts  varying  from  £5  to  £36 
have  been  paid  by  different  men. 

33.  You  mean  to  say  that  in  order  that  one  man 
should  be  lauded  sums  varying  from  £5  to  £36 
have  been  paid  ? — Yes. 

34.  Do  you  know  that  of  your  own  knowledge  ? 
—Yes. 

35.  To  whom  has  the  money  been  paid  ? — To 
Abdol  Cader. 

36.  Do  you  know  what  was  done  with  that 
money  after  it  has  been  paid  to  Cader  ? — I  cannot 
say. 

37.  To  your  knowledge,  has  this  been  done  in 
many  cases  ? — I  should  say  about  90  per  cent. 

38.  That  is  of  the  Indians  who  have  been 
allowed  to  land  ? — Yes. 

39.  Has  money  been  paid  for  people  returning 
here  after  a  visit  to  India  ? — Yes.  Many  have  to 
pay  and  all  minors  have  to  pay,  everyone  of  them. 
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40.  Is  there  anything'  in  the  nature  of  a  fixed    NMJ\^ 
tariff   of   these  charges? — Xo,   there  arc  no  fixed 
charges.     AVhen  the  steamer  comes  in  they  delay  Au£- 17» 1908- 
the  landing  of   these  people  a  day   or   half  a  day. 

and  this  man  comes  along  and  says  :  "  If  you  will 
give  me  so  much  I  will  get  him  landed." 

41.  And  this  man  is  Abdol  Cader  ? — Yes.  I  can 
produce  a  cheque  given  to  him  AVhen  he  was 
absent  from  the  Colony  his  man  got  some  boy< 
through,  and  this  cheque  was  given.  I  can 
produce  it.  Since  then  he  will  not  take  any 
cheques. 

42.  There  is  a  provision  by  which  Indians 
leaving  this  country  to  go  on  a  visit  to  India,  can 
get  a  permit  from  the  Immigration  Department  to 
return  ? — Yes,  the  Immigration  Department  issues 
a  permit,  but  formerly  we  could  not  get  one 
except  through  Cader.  It  was  only  when  he 
applied  that  we  got  it.  In  consequence  many 
people  have  gone  without  permits  and  have  not 
oeen  able  to  come  back. 

43.  Can  you  at  the  present  time  get  permits 
without  going  through  Cader  ? — Y"es. 

41.  Is  there  any  difficulty  or  have  vou  any 
complaints  to  make  about  the  issue  of  these 
permits  ? — Indians  can  now  get  a  permit  for  three 
years,  but  every  time  you  want  to  go  away  you 
have  to  get  a  new  permit. 

45.  But  you  do  not  object  to  that  seriously  ? — 
If  a  person  has  to  go  out  on  business  three  or  four 
times  a  year  he  has  to  take  out  a  new  permit  on 
each  occasion,  and  every  time  you  apply  for  it  you 
have  to  pay  a  fee  of  ill. 

46.  Do  you  consider  that  fee  as  excessive  ? — I 
consider  that  if  certificates  of  domicile  are  granted, 
if  there  is  a  law  to  the  effect  that  after  a  man  has 
resided  here  a  certain  time  he  is  domiciled  here, 
that  that  ought  to  be  sufficient. 

47.  I  might  say  that  this  question  of  domicile  is 
a  very  difficult  one  indeed.  Y"ou  ask  in  your 
direct  evidence  for  it  to  be  defined  ? — Yes.  I 
understand  that  in  Natal  if  a  person  has  stayed 
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Mr.  e.      there  for  three  years  he  is  granted  a  certificate  of 

Norodien.      dom1cile 

Aug.  17, 1908.  4g#  Mr.  Alexander.']  With  regard  to  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  I  might  say  that  there  is  at  present  provi- 
sion under  the  regulations  for  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  if  a  person  is  not  admitted,  as 
being  a  prohibited  immigrant  ? — Yes,  there  is  a 
chance  of  appeal,  and  we  have  had  several  cases, 
but  the  poor  man  cannot  appeal  every  time. 

49.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there  have  been  a  large 
number  of  cases  that  have  gone  to  Court  recently, 
in  which  the  action  of  the  Immigration  officer  has 
been  overruled  ? — Yes. 

50.  You  say  that  the  Immigration  Officers  take 
an  adverse  view  with  regard  to  the  age  of  Indians, 
especially  those  coming  from  different  districts. 
For  instance,  in  the  Bombay  district  the  Indians 
are  much  bigger  in  stature  and  look  much  older  ? — 
Yes,  that  is  so. 

51.  I  think  it  was  the  case  of  Bapu  that  came 
before  the  Supreme  Court  in  which  the  Immigra- 
tion Officers  and  the  doctors  gave  their  opinion 
that  the  bovs  were  over  16  vears  of  age  whilst 
there  was  other  evidence  forthcoming  that  they 
were  not,  and  the  Court  ordered  them  to  land  ? — 
Yes. 

52.  Were  you  satisfied  with  the  law  as  it  existed 
when  the  Immigration  Act  allowed  minors  under 
21  years  of  age  to  come  in  ? — Yes. 

58.  I  suppose  you  would  be  glad  to  go  back  to 
the  law  of  1902,  by  which  any  child  under  21 
years  of  age  would  be  allowed  to  join  its  parent  in 
this  Colony  ? — Quite  so. 

54.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  domicile. 
Where  the  Court  has  been  satified  that  the 
man  is  domiciled  and  the  Immigration  Department 
were  not,  the  Court  has  overruled  the  finding  of 
the  Immigration  Department  ? — Yes. 

55.  Apart  from  the  question  of  expense,  what 
other  method  would  you  suggest  than  that  of 
appealing  to  the  Supreme  Court  ? — It  would  be 
satisfactory  to  all  parties,  if  the  minors  who  come 
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from  India  could   bring  a  magistrate's  certificate    „Mr-?- 

.-1,1  °  °  ><orodien. 

with  them.  _ 

56.  What  method  of  appeal,  do  you  think  would  Au£ -17 -1908- 
be  more  satisfactory,  if  the  Immigration  Depart- 
ment makes  a  mistake,  than  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  ? — If  there  was  any  other  Court 
where  there  would  be  no  expense,  I  think  that 
would  do. 

7)7.  In  the  recent  case  of  Chamkir,  the  Supreme 
Court  allowed  the  man  to  remain,  and  the 
Government  had  to  pay  the  costs  ? — Yes. 

58.  If  the  matter  is  pursued  vigilantly,  and  you 
have  a  good  case,  you  have  the  remedy  to  make 
the  Government  pay  the  costs  ? — Yes,  but  to  keep 
going  to  Court  is  impossible.  You  have  to  go 
to  Court,  and  it  costs  a  lot. 

"59.  What  other  way  would  you  suggest  to  con- 
test  the  Immigration  Officers  decision  ?  Do  you 
know  the  position  of  the  Immigration  Boards  in 
England?  They  decide  on  the  decisions  of  the  Im- 
migration Officers  ? — I  would  be  pleased  if  there 
was  such  a  Board  out  here. 

60.  Appointed  on  the  same  lines  as  the  Boards 
are.  under  the  Immigration  Act  in  England  ? — I 
do  not  know  that  system. 

61.  Y\  hen  there  is  a  dispute  here  in  regard  to 
whether  a  man  is  to  be  allowed  to  land  or  not.  he 
is  allowed  to  take  a  temporary  permit  and  has  to 
deposit  a  large  sum  of  money.  Can  you  tell  the 
Committee  how  much  it  is? — From  £10  to  £20, 
and  sometimes  as  much  as  £50. 

62.  They  take  off  £1  for  the  permit  and  if  it  is 
proved  he  has  a  right  to  land  they  give  back  £1 
less  than  was  deposited  ? — Yes.  and  they  some- 
times take  oft*  expenses  ;is  well. 

63.  And  they  have  to  wait  a  long  time  often  to 
get  the  money  back  ? — Yes. 

64.  Supposing  he  is  not  allowed  to  land  where 
is  he  kept  pending  the  decision  ? — Sometimes  tiny 
detain  him  on  board  ship. 

65.  Yes,  but  when  he  is  taken  off  the  ship  and 
detained  ashore  what  is  the  nature  of  the  structure 
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Mr.  e.      in  which  he  is  detained  ? — They  are  detained  in 
Norodien.    some  piace  near  the  Docks. 

Aug.  17,1908.  66.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  building?  Is  it  a 
suitable  place  where  a  man  can  live  decently  ? — I 
have  not  seen  it  myself,  but  people  who  have  been 
there  have  told  me  that  is  a  very  bad  place. 

67.  Will  you  suggest  that  the  Committee,  if  they 
have  time,  should  inspect  it  ? — Yes. 

68.  What  do  they  charge  for  keeping  a  man  in 
this  palatial  structure? — On  one  occasion  a  man 
was  there  for  two  days  and  they  deducted  £1  10s. 
for  his  keep  from  the  amount  deposited. 

69.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  food  they  give 
him  ? — I  cannot  say  what  kind  they  get,  as  I  have 
not  been  there. 

70.  What  is  the  suggestion  made  with  regard  to 
Cader  ?  What  is  the  inference  ?  1  suppose  these 
agents  that  are  engaged,  whether  lawyers  or 
general  agents,  always  charge  for  the  amount  of 
labour  employed  in  the  case.  You  do  not  object 
to  the  principle  by  which  they  charge  ? — We  do 
not  object  to  paying. 

71.  Apparently,  although  you  did  not  make  it 
quite  clear,  your  suggestion  is  that  Cader  charges 
such  a  large  amount,  that  a  portion  of  it  is  used  in 
bribing  the  officials.  What  is  your  suggestion  ? 
Why  do  you  suggest  that  Abdol  Cader  is  the  only 
man  avIio  can  get  them  out  ? — I  cannot  say  why  it 
is,  but  he  was  the  only  one  who  could  get  the 
people  out,  and  the  people  had  to  go  to  him. 

72.  Do  you  think  it  was  because  of  his  greater 
persuasive  power  ? — There  must  be  some  arrange- 
ment between  Mr.  Cader  and  the  Immigration 
Officers,  because  he  was  the  only  man  that  could 
get  them  out. 

73.  It  must  have  been  an  illegal  arrangement  ? 
— Yes. 

74.  You  mean  an  arrangement  between  them.  I 
do  not  want  to  put  the  words  into  your  mouth, 
but  I  want  to  understand  you.  You  say  that  the 
only  way  in  which  you  and  your  Association  can 
account   for  Mr.  Cader's  great  influence  with  the 
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Immigration    Department     is     that    he     paid    a     m*-  e. 
portion  of  the  fees  he  received  to  the  Immigration 
Department? — There   must  be  something  of   the  Au&- 17> 1908- 
sort. 

75.  Are  not  some  of  these  men  who  have  had 
dealings  with  Cader  members  of  your  Association  ? 
— Yes,  several  of  them. 

76.  Well  then,  can  you  not  produce  a  specific 
case  in  which  a  man  has  paid  a  large  amount  of 
money  to  Cader,  so  as  to  get  into  the  country  ? — 
You  can  get  any  amount  of  witnesses,  if  the  Com- 
mittee agree  not  to  send  them  out  of  the  country. 
I  see  a  suggestion  appearing  in  a  letter  in  the 
"  South  African  News  "  to-day. 

77.  "What  do  you  mean  by  not  sending  them  out 
of  the  country  ? — Men  who  are  prohibited  immi- 
grants but  who  have  got  into  the  country. 

78.  Can  you  mention  one  specific  case  ?  Can  you 
give  the  Committee  the  name  of  such  a  person  ? — 
Yes  ;  I  have  a  man  working  for  me  at  the  present 
time.  He  came  here  as  a  priest  and  he  paid  £10 
to  Cader.     He  is  at  present  working  in  my  shop. 

79.  You  say  that  he  paid  £10  to  Cader.  Is  there 
anything  to  show  what  became  of  that  £10  ? — The 
man  had  no  right  to  land  in  the  country.  He  was 
not  domiciled  here.  He  is  a  new  man  that  comes 
here,  pays  his  money  to  Cader.  and  gets  into  the 
country . 

80.  I  suppose  he  could  not  write  a  European 
language  ? — No. 

81.  Will  he  give  evidence  ? — Yes.  if  the  com- 
mittee do  not  send  him  away,  and  do  not  disclose 
his  name. 

82.  At  present  the  local  bodies  who  refuse  the 
general  dealers'  licences  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  general  dealers'  who  were  in  business  when 
the  Act  of  1906  came  into  force,  as  long,  how- 
ever, as  they  remain  in  the  district  ? — Before  I 
answer  that  I  want  to  know  perfectly  about  the 
immigrants.  I  want  to  know  that  these  people 
will  not  be  prosecuted  and  sent  back  as  prohibited 
immigrants. 


■,-^j 
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Norodfen         ^'  ^0U  men^0n  tne  case  °f  the  priest.  Are  there 
any  other  cases  that  you  can  mention  ?  How  many 
Aug.  17, 1908.  other  similar  cases  can  you  bring  before  us  ? — I 
can  give  }7ou  instances  of  many  cases. 

84.  Of  men  who  can  be  produced  ? — Yes,  if  they 
are  not  prosecuted. 

85.  That  is  of  men  who  have  illegally  entered 
the  Colony  ? — Yes.  We  want  to  assist  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  Government  to  keep  the  people  out, 
but  anybody  who  is  here  and  will  be  deported  wall 
not  come  forward. 

86.  If  a  man  had  the  money  to  pay  he  wras 
always  able  to  get  in  ? — Yes  ;  he  had  every  oppor- 
tunity of  getting  in. 

87.  Under  the  General  Dealers  Act  of  1906  an 
Indian  who  at  the  time  it  came  into  force  had  a 
general  dealer's  licence  was  entitled  to  trade  with- 
out making  any  further  application.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  him  to  apply  to  any  local  authority 
for  a  licence,  provided  he  wras,  at  the  passing  of 
the  Act,  a  general  dealer,  and  still  resides  in  the 
district  ? — That  is  so. 

88.  He  just  goes  to  the  Post  Office  in  the  ordi- 
nary wav  ?  —Yes. 

89.  Although  the  act  safeguarded  the  rights  of 
the  general  dealer  it  did  not  safeguard  the  rights 
of  the  hawker  ? — No. 

90.  There  were  some  hawkers  who  had  had 
licences  for  nearly  20  years,  and  who  in  compliance 
with  the  Act  made  application  for  others,  but  were 
swept  away  ? — Yes. 

91.  Cape  Town  Council  is  about  the  only  Council 
in  the  Colony  that  has  considered  the  cases  on 
their  merits  as  thev  came  along  ? — Yes. 

92.  Would  you  be  satisfied  if  that  part  of  the 
Act  was  altered  so  as  to  leave  the  granting  of  these 
licences  to  the  magistrate  of  the  district  instead 
of  to  the  local  bodv  ?  Would  that  meet  your 
wishes  ? — Yes. 

93.  At  the  present  time  a  local  body  can  refuse 
a  licence  without  giving  any  reason  for  so  doing  ? 


COMMITTEE    OX    ASIATIC    GRIEVANCES. 


11 


—Yes,  and  some  of  the  Councils  have  said  they    ^dfen 
refused  them  because  the  applicants  were  Asiatics. 

94.  Mr.  Louw.]  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  an  Au&- 17> 1908- 
Indian  although  possessing  every  right  to  land  is 
not  able  to  do  so  excepting  when  he  employs  the 
services  of  Mr.  Cader  ?— None  of  the  people  who 
have  taken  the  permits  and  have  gone  to  India 
can  come  in  without  his  assistance.  People  who 
went  to  India  before  the  permit  system  was  intro- 
duced, and  have  every  right  to  come  back  cannot 
do  so.  Minors  whose  fathers  are  here  cannot  land 
without  going  to  Mr.  Cader  to  work  for  them. 

9.").  They  have  tried  to  land  ?— Yes,  but  could 
not. 

96.  And  what  did  the  officials  tell  them  when 
refusing  to  let  them  land  ? — They  did  not  give  any 
reason.  They  just  tell  them  they  are  not  domiciled 
or  something  like  that.  Many  times  various 
attorneys  have  made  application  for  them  and  been 
refused^  and  Mr.  Cader  has  afterwards  landed  the 
very  same  boys. 

97.  You  say  the  officials  do  not  give  the  same 
treatment  to  ail  Indians.  To  some  they  are  un- 
kind and  to  others  just  the  opposite  ? — That  is  so. 
I  could  mention  several  instances. 

98.  Do  you  know  if  it  sometimes  occurs  that  if 
an  official  is  not  kind  to  an  Indian  and  lie  gets 
money  from  the  Indian  that  the  latter  is  better 
treated  ? — I  will  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that,  but 
all  people  who  are  landed  by  Cader  and  kept  at 
the  home  are  well  treated. 

99.  Mr.  Withinshaw.]  In  regard  to  the  licences 
you  say  they  have  been  refused  to  Indians  for  the 
reason  that  they  are  Indians? — Yes. 

100.  Can  you  mention  any  specific  case  where 
that  has  been  done? — Every  place  people  say  the 
same  thing. 

101.  I  want  you  to  give  the  Committee  some 
specific  case.  Can  you  give  me  the  dates  or  places 
at  which  it  has  occurred  ? — It  occurred  at  Wood- 
stock. 

102.  AVhat   evidence  can  vou  brin<>  from  Wood- 
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Novell     stock   t0   Prove    that  the    licences   were    refused 
because  the   applicants  were  British   Indians  ? — I 
Aug.  17, 1908.  can  say  that  in  Woodstock  they  refused  and  said 
they  could  not  grant  the  licence'  because  the  appli- 
cant was  an  Indian. 

103.  Can  you  give  the  date  of  that  refusal  ?— I 
can  give  the  month. 

104.  Can  you  mention  any  other  municipalities 
in  which  applications  have  been  refused  on  the 
same  grounds  ?— There  are  many  instances  re- 
ported from  time  to  time  in  the  newspapers. 

105.  I  do  nor  want  general  instances  I  want 
specific  cases.  I  want  you  to  tell  the  Committee 
of  one  specific  instance  where  a  Council  refused  a 
licence  to  an  applicant  because  he  was  an  Indian  ? 
— There  have  been  instances  in  Piquetberg.  There 
a  man  erected  a  special  building  to  start  a  store, 
and  when  he  applied  for  a  licence  it  was  refused 
because  he  was  an  Indian. 

106.  That  is  only  your  assumption.  You  have 
no  direct  evidence  to  prove  that  the  licence  was 
refused  because  he  was  an  Indian  ? — I  know 
instances  that  have  been  reported  in  the  newspapers 
where  the  applications  were  refused  because  they 
came  from  Indians,  but  at  the  moment  I  cannot 
specify. 

107.  You  are  only  assuming  that  they  were 
refused  on  those  grounds.  You  have  no  specific 
knowledge  of  any  particular  case? — I  know  that  in 
many  cases  they  wTere.  refused,  and  it  was  said  that 
they  were  refused  because  the  applicants  were 
Indians. 

108.  You  see  you  make  a  clear  charge  in  your 
evidence  that  these  licences  were  refused  because 
the  applicants  were  Indians,  and  now  I  want  you 
to  give  the  Committee  a  specific  case  ?— I  can\see 
in  the  newspapers  that  the  Councillors  say  that 
because  they  are  Indians  they  will  not  give 
licences. 

109.  Are  you  aware  that  licences  have  been 
refused  to  other  people  who  are  not  Indians? — 
Very  few. 
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110.  But  licences  have  been  refused  to   people    ^StaL 
who  are  not  Indians  ? — Yes,  but  very  few. 

111.  With  regard  to  hawkers'   licences  you  say  Aug.17, 1908. 
that  in  the  suburbs  they  have  been  refused  alto- 
gether ? — Yes. 

112.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  fact  of  any 
of  the  people  residing  in  the  suburbs  expressing  a 
wish  that  the  licences  should  be  granted  ? — !No.  I 
have  no  such  knowledge. 

113.  With  regard  to  Abclol  Cader.  You  have 
already  stated  that  90  per  cent,  of  the  Indians 
coming  in  pay  him  from  £5  to  £36  to  get  them  in. 
HaATe  you  any  knowledge  of  any  case  in  which 
Cader  has  been  paid  money  and  then  the  person 
has  not  got  in  ? — No,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  such 
a  case. 

114.  With  regard  to  the  building  at  the  Docks  in 
which  immigrants  are  allowed  to  stay  while  they 
are  prohibited  from  landing,  or  are  on  temporary 
permit,  have  you  seen  the  building  ? — No. 

115.  Then  you  know  nothing  about  it.  You 
only  speak  from  hearsay  ? — I  do  not  know  the 
building. 

116.  With  regard  to  the  man  in  your  employ 
who  entered  the  Colony  as  a  priest,  was  lie  a  priest 
in  India  ? — No. 

117.  So,  then  he  came  into  the  Colony  under 
false  pretences  ? — Yes. 

118.  Chairman.]  Are  you  acquainted  with  the 
practice  at  other  ports  such  as  Port  Elizabeth  and 
East  London  ? — I  cannot  say  what  they  do  at  Port 
Elizabeth  or  East  London. 

119.  Mr.  Louw.]  You  say  you  have  a  cheque 
which  vou  can  produce  and  which  was  given  to 
Cader  ?— Yes. 

120.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that 
Cader  has  now  refused  to  accept  payment  by 
cheque  ? — Yes,  he  refuses  to  do  so. 

121.  Mr.  Withinshaw.]  You  have  a  large  num- 
ber of  stores  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  ?— Yes. 

122.  How  many?  —  About  20.  It  is  about 
fourteen  years  since  I  started. 
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Mr  e.  123.  Have  you  acquired  any  of  these  stores  since 

.oro^ien.    ^g   passing   of  the   Act   in  1906  ? — Yes.     I   have 
Aug.  17, 1908.  more   stores   in   the    districts   in   which    I    have 
licences. 

324.  How  have  you  acquired  these  licences? — I 
just  go  to  the  Post  Office,  because  I  have  a  right. 

125.  Because  you  had  one  licence  you  say  you 
had  a  right  to  get  others  ? — Yes. 

126.  Who  manages  these  stores  for  you? — I  have 
managers  in  them. 

127.  A\rho  are  these  men.  Are  thev  Indians  or 
Europeans  ? — They  are  all  Indians. 

128.  Were  these  Indians  in  the  country  before 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1906,  or  have  they  come 
in  since  ? — Yes,  they  were  here  before  the  passing 
of  the  Act. 

129.  All  of  them  ?— Some  of  them. 

130.  And  some  have  come  in  since  ? — Yes. 

Mr.  Samodien  Cassimali,  examined. 

Mr.  s.  131.  Chairman.']     You  have  heard  the  evidence 

cassimaii.    giveil  by  Mr.  Norodien  ?— Y  es. 

Aug.  17, 1908.      132.  Do  you  generally  agree  with  it? — I  do. 

133.  1  s  there  any  thing  you  wish  to  add  to  it  on 
your  own  account.  Have  you  anything  different 
to  add  ? — I  can  also  produce  some  evidence  if  it 
is  necessary  to  the  effect  that  I  have  applied  for 
people  to  come  in  who  were  here  before  and  had 
a  right  to  be  here,  and  I  was  refused  a  permit 
while  the  very  same  men  came  in  through  Mr. 
Cader. 

134.  Was  Cader  paid  anything  to  get  the  men 
through  ? — Yes. 

135.  Do  you  know  what  amount  ? — No.  that  I 
cannot  say. 

Mr.  Frederick  Henry  Boose,  examined. 

Mr. f. h.        136.  Chairman.]     You  are  a  broker? — No,  estate 
Boose.      agent. 

Aug.  17, 1908.      137.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  subject  matter 
of  these  petitions  generally  ? — Yes. 
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138.  Have   you   any  evidence,  other  than   that    Mr.  f.  h. 
given  this  morning  to  give  to  the  Committee  ? — 

Only  in  regard  to  licences  having  been  refused  by  Aus- 17> 1908- 
the  Woodstock  Municipal  Council  and  the  Cape 
Divisional  Council  because  the  applicants  were 
Indians.  The  information  is  forthcoming  from  the 
Town  Clerk  of  Woodstock,  whose  Municipal 
Council  refused  a  licence  to  a  client  of  mine  six 
weeks  ago.  because  the  man  was  an  Indian.  I 
refer  of  course  to  a  General  Dealer's  licence.  It  is  a 
well  known  fact  that  every  application  to  the 
Cape  Divisional  Council  for  a  licence  by  an  Indian 
is  refused,  because  the  applicant  is  an  Indian.  We 
have  read  from  time  to  time  in  the  newspapers, 
that  Mr.  Gibbs,  who  is  a  prominent  man  in  business, 
has  repeatedly  jumped  up  at  meetings  of  the  Cape 
Divisional  Council  and  said  "  No.  we  won't  grant 
this  licence,  because  he  is  an  Indian." 

139.  Do  you  know  anything  further  about  the 
refusal  to  grant  licences  on  these  grounds  ? — Xo. 
nothing  more. 

140.  Do  vou  know  anything  about  the  working 
of  the  Immigration  Act  in  regard  to  Indians  ? — 
Only  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  anybody  through 
unless  you  work  through  Mr.  Cader. 

141.  Have  vou  anything  further  to  add  ? — Xo, 
excepting  with  regard  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
permits  for  Indians  wishing  to  go  to  India  and 
return  again.  If  an  Indian  wants  to  obtain  a 
passage  for  a  man  from  India  and  goes  to  the 
manager  of  the  shipping  company,  the  latter  wTill 
have  nothing  to  do  with  him  unless  Mr.  Cader 
goes  as  securitv. 

142.  Do  thev  state  that  ? — I  have  offered  security, 
substantial  security,  such  as  landed  property, 
and  thev  have  refused  unless  I  brought  Cader's 
guarantee. 

143.  Mr.  Hellier.~]  I  would  like  a  little  informa- 
tion about  this  refusal  by  the  municipalities  to 
grant  licences?  When  an  application  is  made  for 
a  licence  and  refused  does  the  applicant  receive  a 
specific    official    reply   from    the   Council    saying 
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Mr. f. h.    "this  application  is  refused  because  the  applicant 
Bo!!e'      is  an  Indian  "  ? — Oh,  no,  they  protect  themselves. 
Aug.  it,  1908.  They  are  not  quite  so  foolish. 

144.  That  is  never  given  as  the  reason  ? — No, 
never. 

145.  Dr.  Murray.']  Now,  with  regard  to  haw- 
kers' licences,  have  the  Council  to  your  knowledge, 
sometimes  stated  that  the  reason  why  the  applica- 
tion is  refused  is  because  of  the  unwillingness  of 
the  Council  to  have  hawkers  in  the  municipality  ? 
— I  have  not  made  application  for  hawkers' 
licences,  only  for  general  dealers. 

146.  Mr.  Alexander.]  I  would  like  to  put  it  to 
you,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge 
that  although  the  Indians  have  suffered  very  much 
under  the  administration  of  this  Act.  Europeans 
have  also  suffered  up-country,  Do  you  know  any- 
thing of  the  hawkers  who  used  to  do  business  in 
Namaqualand  ? — No. 

147.  Do  you  know  that  hawkers'  licences  have 
been  refused  all  over  the  place  ? — Yes,  especially 
in  the  suburbs. 

148.  Both  to  Europeans  and  Indians  ? — That  is 

so. 

149.  And  no  reason  is  given  ? — None. 

150.  It  leaves  the  power  in  the  hands  of  a  Divi- 
sional or  Municipal  Councillor  to  talk  prejudicially 
of  an  applicant  and  when  the  licence  is  refused  the 
applicant  simply  gets  a  letter  stating  that,  and 
giving  no  reason  for  its  refusal  ? — That  is  so. 

151.  And  the  fact  of  the  applicant  being  a 
foreigner  or  an  Indian  weighs  heavily  with  the 
Council  ? — Yes. 

152.  You  would  like  to  know  the  specifie 
reasons  for  the  licence  being  refused? — Yes.  Take, 
as  an  instance,  the  Kalk  Bay  and  Muizenbcrg 
Municipal  Council.  That  is  composed  of  five 
members,  of  whom  three  are  local  tradesmen.  If 
you  make  an  application  for  a  licence  there,  it  is 
invariably  refused,  because  they  do  not  want  com- 
petition. 

153.  Whether   the  application    is  from    a  Euro- 
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pean  or  an  Indian  ? — Yes.    It  is  unfair  to  leave  the    Mr  F- H- 
granting  of  a  licence  in  the  hands  of  the  Municipal       °!8e' 

Council.  Aug.  17,190ft 

154.  Would  you  leave  it  to  the  magistrate  to 
decide  ? — Yes. 

155.  And  you  would  give  certain  instructions  to 
the  magistrate  to  be  satisfied  that  the  applicant 
has  not  been  convicted  of  fraud  in  business  and 
that  his  premises  were  in  a  sanitary  condition 
before  he  granted  the  licence  ? — Yes,  that  would 
be  the  proper  thing  to  do. 

156.  The  magistrate  would  not  be  actuated  bv 
the  fact  that  some  person  might  be  setting  up  in 
opposition  to  the  local  traders  ? — Yes.  I  think  it 
is  very  foolish  to  stop  competition.  A  man  will 
know  whether  his  business  is  paying  him  or  not, 
and  if  it  is  not  it  is  unlikely  that  he  will  keep  it 
open. 

157.  Have  people  suffered  very  much  through 
the  fact  that  competition  is  restricted  in  this  way. 
Has  the  general  public  suffered  through  this 
restriction  of  competition  ? — I  do  not  know  that 
they  have. 

158.  But  you  say  that  at  Muizenberg  they  will 
not  grant  any  more  new  licences  ? — That  is  so. 

159.  Wrell,  surely  the  general  public  suffer 
through  the  restriction  of  competition  ? — I  should 
think  so.  The  landlords  cannot  let  their  places. 
I  have  made  two  applications  for  licences,  and 
have  not  been  able  to  get  either  of  them  granted. 

160.  Does  the  restriction  of  competition  keep  up 
the  prices  of  various  articles  in  these  munici- 
palities ? — Of  course  the  consumer  will  have  to 
pay  more.  I  do  not  know  how  the  poor  would 
live  if  it  was  not  for  the  Indian  trader.  It  would 
be  a  great  pity  to  close  him  up. 

161.  Is  it  because  he  sells  cheaper  ? — Not  that 
exactly,  but  he  will  sell  in  quantities  that  the 
white  man  would  not  bother  about. 

162.  The  hawker  has  not  a  chance  anywhere 
in   the   Colony   excepting   in   Cape   Town,   where 

[A  16— '08]    Asiatic  Grievance-.  C 
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Mr.  f.  h.    every  application  is  treated  on  its  merits  ? — That 

Boose.        ig  ga 

Auff.17,1'  163.  The  direct  effect  of  the  Act  has  been  to  do 
away  with  hawkers  ? — Yes,  and  as  a  result  the 
Government  is  losing  a  tremendous  amount  of 
revenue.  The  Municipality  draws  nothing  from 
it  either.  It  acts  on  the  Municipalities  in  another 
way  also.  Under  the  Act  there  is  the  closing  of 
the  shops  at  a  certain  hour  with  the  result  that 
there  is  not  that  consumption  for  electric  light 
wThich  would  be  the  case  if  the  shops  were  allowed 
to  remain  open. 

164.  Mr.  Withinshaw.'}  With  regard  to  the  re- 
fusal of  licences  I  want  to  get  it  clear  from  you  if 
you  have  any  specific  knowledge  that  any  licence 
has  been  refused  because  the  man  is  an  Indian  ? — 
I  have  been  to  the  Woodstock  Municipal  offices 
and  have  interviewed  the  Town  Clerk  who  has 
told  me  they  would  not  grant  any  more  licences  to 
Indians. 

165.  That  is  in  regard  to  Woodstock.  Have  you 
any  direct  knowledge  of  the  reason  for  refusal 
by  the  Divisional  Council  ? — None,  only  that  my 
own  applications  have  been  refused.  At  every 
meeting  Mr.  Gibbs  jumps  up  and  says  "  We  won't 
grant  this  licence,  we  will  have  no  Indians." 

166.  Have  you  ever  applied  for  licences  for 
people  other  than  Indians  and  been  refused  ? — No. 

167.  Have  you  ever  applied  for  licences  for 
people  other  than  Indians  ? — No. 

168.  So  you  have  no  knowledge  that  they  have 
been  refused  to  people  other  than  Indians  ? — No. 

169.  With  regard  to  Ivalk  Bay,  have  you  any 
knowledge  of  licences  being  refused  to  applicants 
other  than  Indians  ? — No. 

170.  The  two  specific  cases  you  have  mentioned 
were  for  Indians  ? — That  is  so. 

171.  With  regard  to  hawkers  you  say  that 
licences  have  invariably  been  refused.  Have  they 
been  refused  to  people  other  than  Indians  ? — Yes, 
they  do  not  grant  licences  to  any  hawkers. 

172.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  fact  that 
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the  Municipality  in  refusing  licences  to  hawkers  Mr-  F- H- 
are  acting  on  behalf  of  the  general  public.  Have 
you  any  knowledge  as  to  whether  the  general  Au^]71908- 
public  would  like  them  ? — I  think  it  would  be  a 
«ood  thing  if  they  did  the  same  as  is  done  at 
Observatory.  There,  if  a  petition  is  signed  by  20 
householders  the  Municipality  grant  the  applica- 
tion. 

173.  But  there  is  no  Municipality  at  Observatory  ? 
— I  mean  the  Mowbray  Municipality. 

174.  Do  they  grant  them  to  Indians  as  well  ? — I 
cannot  sav.  t  have  had  no  difficultv  there  when  I 
wanted  a  licence  for  an  Indian  in  that  dis- 
trict. I  have  got  the  petition  signed  by  20  rate- 
payers and  there  has  been  no  difficulty. 

175.  You  were  talking  about  the  closing  time 
and  vou  sav  it  is  a  mistaken  idea  to  have  this 
closing  time.  I  presume  you  are  expressing  your 
own  opinion  ? — I  am  expressing  the  opinion  of  the 
Indians.  Many  of  them  say  that  if  they  had  to 
close  at  8  o'clock  in  Cape  Town,  they  might  as  well 
shut  up  altogether. 

176.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  European 
desires  in  this  matter  ? — No. 

177.  You  consider  that  the  Indians,  at  pre- 
sent in  the  minoritv,  should  dictate  to  the  Euro- 
peans  who  are  in  the  majority  ? — No,  I  do  not  say 
that,  but  I  say  that  if  a  man  takes  a  licence  he 
should  be  allowed  to  trade  as  long  as  he  likes. 

178.  Holding  that  argument  you  are  against 
laws  of  any  description  ? — Oh,  no. 

179.  Mr.  Alexander.']  Have  you  had  any  exper- 
ience in  other  parts  of  the  world  besides  South 
Africa  ? — No,  1  have  been  here  32  years. 

180.  Dr.  Murray.]  The  reason  why  licences 
have  been  refused  has  been  given  as  simply  to 
prevent  competition.  Do  you  think  that  that  is 
alone  the  reason  which  has  actuated  Muni- 
cipalities ?  Do  you  know  that  another  reason  has 
been  the  unwillingness  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Municipalities  to  have  these  particular  traders  on 
account  of  their  unsanitary  habits,  and  the  general 

c  2 
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Mr.  f.  h.  manner  in  which  they  live.  The  holders  of 
licences  live  as  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  do,  but 
Aug.  17, 1908.  these  particular  traders  do  not.  Do  you  not  think 
that  that  is  the  reason  and  not  the  prevention  of 
competition,  which  actuates  the  Councils  ? — No,  I 
think  the  outside  public  has  nothing  to  say  in  the 
matter.     The  Council  decide  it. 

181.  But  if  it  was  to  prevent  competition, 
licences  would  be  refused  to  white  applicants. 
There  must  be  some  objection  to  the  applicants 
besides  the  fear  of  competition  ? — 1  do  not  think 
so.  The  municipalities  want  to  get  rid  of  the 
Indian  trader. 

182.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  sole  reason  is  to 
get  rid  of  competition.  There  must  be  some  other 
reason  ? — They  want  to  drive  the  Indian  out. 

183.  But  not  simply  because  of  his  being  a  com- 
petitor in  trade  ? — The  Indian  of  to-day  is  very 
different  to  the  Indian  before  the  plague.  He  now 
lives  in  more  sanitary  buildings,  he  takes  more 
care  of  himself,  is  more  particular  with  regard  to 
the  care  of  his  goods,  more  cleanly  in  his  habits, 
and  there  is  no  reason  on  that  ground  why  the 
licence  should  be  refused. 

184.  Whether  it  is  unfounded  or  not.  Is  it  not 
the  main  objection  ? — The  only  thing  I  know  is 
that  they  want  to  get  rid  of  the  Indian. 

185.  With  regard  to  hawkers,  is  the  objection  to 
Indians  only,  or  to  all  hawkers  ? — No,  to  all. 

186.  The  objection  to  them  is  not  on  account  of 
nationality  ?— No.  I  do  not  think  so.  I  should 
like  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Committee  that 
at  the  latter  end  of  last  month  it  came  to  my 
knowledge  that  a  certain  Indian  was  coming  here 
under  the  name  of  Goolam  Mohodien.  He  was  to 
give  his  address  as  99,  Shortmarket-street  and  to 
say  that  he  was  a  general  dealer.  Now  Goolam 
Mohodien  was  then  residing  at  99,  Shortmarket- 
street.  I  represented  these  matters  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  so  that  he  should  be  on  his  guard,  and 
pointed  out  all  the  facts.  Notwithstanding  that 
this  man  whose  real  name  is  Goolam  Hoosen  came 
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in    under    a   wrong    name    was  landed   under  a     Mr.  p.  a 
temporary  permit  and  has  since   been  released.     I 
understand  that  Cader  has  been  paid.  Aug.  17, 1908. 


Wednesday.  19  th  August,  1908. 


PRESENT : 

Mr.  Powell  (Chairman), 


Dr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Levey. 
Mr.  Lundie. 
Mr.  Alexander. 


Mr.  Withinshaw. 
Mr.  Hellier. 
Mr.  Louw. 
Mr.  Greer. 


Mr.  Abdol  Cader,  examined. 

187.  Chairman.']  You  are  representing  the  Mr.  a.  Cader. 
British  Indians'  Association  ? — I  am  the  Secretary  Aue  ^  im 
of  the  British  Indian  League. 

188.  Have  vou  anything  to  say  to  the  Committee 
as  to  Indian  grievances  under  the  Immigration 
and  General  Dealers'  Act,  and  the  question  of 
licenses  ? — Yes,  I  haye  a  friend  here  who  has  all 
the  documents  from  Maritzburg,  where  he  built  a 
fine  property,  and  when  he  applied  for  a  licence  he 
was  refused. 

189.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  Maritzburg, 
only  the  Cape  Colony  ? — Well,  up  to  the  boundaries 
of  Sea  Point  and  the  suburbs  we  have  no  eriev- 
ance,  the  position  is  all  right  as  far  as  Cape  Town 
is  concerned,  but  when  we  take  Woodstock  or  Sea 
Point  we  cannot  do  any  business,  when  an  Indian 
applies  for  a  licence  as  a  hawker  or  even  a  general 
dealer  they  refuse  it,  but  in  Cape  Town  licences 
as    hawkers  or    general    dealers    are    obtainable. 

190.  You  say  licences  have  been  refused  outside 
Cape  Town  ?— Yes,  even  to  go  to  Sea  Point. 

191.  On  what  ground  do  you  know  ? — I  do  not 
know,  the  applications  were  refused  and  no 
grounds  whatever  were  given. 

192.  Does  your  Association  in  any  way  represent 
the  grievances  of  the  East  London  Indian  people  ? 
— Yes,  we  do. 
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Mr.  A^cader.      193.  Wiiat  do    tbey  complain  of  ?— Mr.  Hellier 
Aug.  19. 1908.  was  with  us  in  our   deputation   to   the   Colonial 
Secretary  last  Monday. 

194.  Yes,  but  what  do  they  complain  of  ?— They 
complain  of  what  I  have  seen  myself,  that  after 
8  o'clock  in  the  evening  thev  cannot  walk  on  the 
footpath.  When  I  and  a  friend  were  walking 
there  last  year  I  was  told  we  had  better  get  to  the 
house  before  8  o'clock  or  we  would  be  locked  up. 
In  the  Municipal  Park  also  the  seats  are  supplied, 
and  marked,  for  Europeans  only,  there  are  none 
supplied  for  Indians.  They  also  complain  about 
the  licences.  One  man  has  been  in  this  country 
for  20  years  and  went  to  East  London  15  years 
ago  and  settled  down  there.  He  had  a  hawking 
business  all  the  time,  about  two  years  ago  his 
licence  was  refused,  and  the  unfortunate  man  has 
seven  children  to  support,  and  so  the  money  he 
has  collected  from  time  to  time  since  he  has  been 
obliged  to  utilize  for  his  children,  and  the 
merchants  who  supplied  him  are  the  losers.  This 
man  is  still  without  a  licence. 

195.  No  difference  is  made  as  to  the  Indian 
being  educated  or  respectable? — No,  no  difference 
is  made  it  is  quite  enough  reason  if  the  man's 
name  sounds  like  an  Indian's  name. 

190.  Have  you  any  grievance  as  to  the  law  of  the 
domicile,  Indians  being  domiciled  in  South  Africa  ? 
— There  was  a  little  difficultv  but  it  is  working 
very  satisfactorily  now,  only  the  other  day  the 
Indians  went  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  he  has 
treated  the  Indians  very  fairly  and  justly.  On 
the  permit  for  leaving  the  country  the  time  for 
return  was  limited  to  twelve  months  and  he  has 
now  given  us  three  years.  He  has  also  done  away 
with  the  stipulation,  that  a  deposit  of  £5  or  £10, 
or  £20  as  the  case  might  be,  deposited  for 
any  man  coming  here,  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  is 
a  bona  Jide  priest. 

197.  Have  you  still  difficulty  as  to  children,  as  to 
minor  children  coming  with  their  parents  ? — Well, 
children  are  put  down  by  Government  as  of  the 


COMMITTEE    OX    ASIATIC    GETEVANCES.  23 

age  of  16  years  and  things  have  been  working  very  Mr  A  Cader« 
satisfaetorilv.     Of   course  every  chance  has  been  Au -.  i7 1908. 
given  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  any  doubtful 
cases  must  be  laid  before  him.  and  if  there  is  any 
bona  fide  doubt  we  have  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

198.  Are  vou  satisfied  with  the  working  of  the 
Immigration  Department  ? — Taking  all  the  people 
including  the  majority  of  the  people  in  the  suburbs 
we  are  very  satisfied  indeed. 

199.  Now  I  have  to  ask  you  a  few  questions 
arising  out  of  the  evidence  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee. It  has  been  stated  that  anybody  whether 
qualified  or  not  cm  be  admitted,  or  obtain  admis- 
sion to  this  country  if  prepared  to  pay  you  any 
sum  of  money  varying  from  £5  to  £35,  this  has 
been  stated  ? — Well  I  can  tell  you  that  there  are 
two  Associations  in  Cape  Town  and  have  been  in 
existence  for  about  the  last  8  years,  now  this  is 
some  sort  of  self- beneficial  Association.  I  don't 
like  to  mention  names,  but  I  should  like  the  Com- 
mittee to  ask  them  what  is  their  occupation  and 
what  their  income  is. 

200.  But  you  must  answer  my  question.  Is  it 
true  you  took  sums  of  £5  to  £35  to  procure  the 
admission  of  Indians  to  this  Colony  ? — No.  I 
deny  it. 

201.  Did  vou  take  anv  monev  ? — Yes. 

202.  In  what  capacity  ? — In  my  capacity  as 
agent.  If  a  man  comes  to  me  and  savs  "  I  want  a 
permit ,:  or  whatever  it  may  be  I  say  "  I  want  so 
much."  There  are  several  others  who  obtain 
permits  in  this  way  and  get  paid  for  it. 

203.  What  is  the  largest  amount  you  have  charged 
for  your  services  in  this  respect  ? — I  have  charged 
up  to  £5. 

204.  But  not  more  ? — I  have  not  charged  more. 

205.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  services  you 
render  for  that  £5  ? — There  are  other  men  doing 
it  in  Cape  Town.  Well,  any  man  can  obtain  a 
ticket  by  giving  security  of  £20  to  £25,  and  if  one 
comes  to  me  I  say,  "  I  will  get  you  your  ticket," 
and  I  charge  him  £2,  £3  and  sometimes  £5. 
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Mr.  a.  Cader.     206.  Have  you   any   special   arrangement   with 
Aug.  19, 1908.  the   Immigration   Department   that   other   people 
have  not  ? — No,  certainly  not. 

207.  You  deny  that  you  clo  anything  that  nobody 
else  can  do? — Yes.     I  do  the  same  as  the  others  do. 

208.  These  things  haye  been  stated  about  you, 
and  it  is  only  right  I  should  ask  whether  it  is  cor- 
rect or  not,  and  then  you  have  the  opportunity  of 
telling  us  your  story  ? — Yes. 

209.  Mr.  Hellier.]  Have  you  been  in  East  London 
lately  ? — I  was  there  last  May. 

210.  You  know  that  all  the  regulations  are 
made  by  the  Municipality  ? — I  heard  it ;  I  do  not 
know. 

211.  The  Municipal  regulations  are  not  Govern- 
ment regulations  ?  —  No,  they  are  Municipal 
regulations. 

212.  Do  you  know  that  special  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  case  of  the  Indians  there,  and  that 
they  have  a  location  outside '? — Well,  there  is  a 
certain  class  of  Indians  who  are  not  going  to  leave 
the  town  and  live  there. 

213.  But  would  they  not  be  better  off  than 
crowded  in  the  town  V— Yes,  but  it  is  two  or  three 
miles  from  the  town. 

214.  Are  you  aware  of  the  regulations  that  a 
man  occupying  a  house  rented  at  £75  a  year.  I 
think  it  is,  can  get  a  certificate  to  live  in  the 
town  ? — Yes. 

215.  And  you  are  aware  that  the  East  London 
Municipality  are  anxious  to  do  what  they  can  for 
the  Indians,  but  do  not  like  them  to  live  in  a 
crowded  condition  in  the  town  ? — Yes. 

216.  And  it  is  for  the  health  of  the  town  that 
they  make  these  regulations  ? — Yes. 

217.  Mr.  Levey.]  You  are  the  recognised  agent 
here.  All  Indians  landed  have  to  go  to  you  ?— No, 
that  is  not  so.  On  Monday  last,  a  steamer  arrived, 
a  German  boat,  and  I  never  saw  the  boat.  I  never 
went  near  her  at  all. 

218.  Do  the  Immigration  Department  ask  for 
certificates  from  you  before  they  give  permission 
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to  land? — The  Immigration  Department  ask  any  Mr- A^Oad* 
one  who  they  think  knows  anything  about  the  Au»r.  19, 1908. 
man. 

219.  Are  you  the  man  that  gives  the  most  cer- 
tificates ? — No,  if  you  inquire  of  the  immigration 
officer  he  will  tell  you  I  am  one  of  ten  or  so. 

220.  But  it  has  been  stated  that  men  land  here, 
who  have  no  right  to  be  here,  through  your  in- 
fluence ? — That  is  not  correct. 

221.  Do  you  accept  payment  in  cheques  or 
money  ? — Yes,  sometimes  I  take  cheques. 

222.  You  have  not  refused  to  accept  cheques  ? — 
No. 

223.  Is  there  any  objection  to  the  Indians  being 
placed  in  bazaars  where  they  could  live  socially 
better,  instead  of  being  scattered  amongst  the 
white  people  ?  Would  not  that  be  better  ? — Well, 
there  is  a  certain  class  would  like  it.  but  a  certain 
class  would  never  stay  there. 

224.  Why  ? — Because  the  Indians  who  come  out 
here  come  from  different  parts. 

225.  But  they  have  bazaars  in  India  ? — The 
meaning  of  the  word  "  bazaar  '  is  a  place  where 
you  can  obtain  food  and  clothing.  We  can  make 
this  room  into  a  bazaar  because  if  we  sell  things 
in  it  it  is  a  bazaar,  a  place  where  you  can  obtain 
provisions  and  clothing. 

226.  But  you  could  arrange  the  different  castes. 
You  must  know  that  the  social  life  of  the  Indian 
and  the  white  race  is  quite  different,  and  in  case 
an  Indian  was  to  put  a  place  next  to  a  house  of 
mine,  it  would  almost  ruin  it.  It  is  not  that  there 
is  anything  against  the  Indian,  but  the  social  con- 
ditions are  different,  would  it  not  be  a  protection 
to  the  Indian  to  have  a  certain  street,  say  in 
Wynberg,  and  do  all  your  trade  there  ? — We  are 
in  the  hands  of  the  Municipality,  if  we  keep  un- 
sanitary conditions  thev  fine  very  heavily,  and 
their  officials  also  come  and  inspect  before  granting 
licences.  The  landlord  ran  decide  if  the  Indian  is 
a  desirable  tenant,  and  before  starting  business  the 
Municipality   sees   the   place    to    ascertain  if  it  is 
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Mr.  A^cader.  right  to  grant  licences.     I  know  some  time  ago  a 

Aue.i'j.  11.08.  man  was  found  to  be  placing  the  butter,  that  he 

held  for  sale,  in  his  bedroom,  and  he  was  fined  £5 

or  £10.     The  Municipality  have  the  power  to  put 

things  right. 

227.  But  that  is  carried  on  a  good  bit  at  the 
present  time,  many  things  are  done  that  should 
not  be,  things  like  that  for  which  that  man  was 
fined  ? — Yes,  some  are  brought  before  the  law. 

228.  The  general  habits  of  the  Indian  are  quite 
different  to  those  of  the  white  man  and  would  he 
not  prefer  to  have  a  certain  street  or  piece  of 
ground  allotted  to  him  ? — No.  there  is  a  certain 
class  who  do  not  like  to  go  amongst  the  white 
people,  and  are  separate  already,  but  there  is 
another  class  who  would  not  go  to  a  separate  place. 

229.  Mr.  Greer.']  I  want  to  ask  you  what  the 
Chairman  has  already  asked  you.  It  is  said  you 
take  fees  for  landing  Indian  immigrants  here,  and 
that  the  fees  range  from  £5  to  £35 — do  you  deny 
that  you  have  received  more  than  £5  ? — Yes. 

230.  You  deny  specifically  having  received  more 
than  £5  for  assisting  any  person  in  landing? — 
Yes. 

231.  And  if  proof  to  the  contrary  was  tendered 
what  would  you  say  to  that?  Suppose  it  were 
proved  ;  supposing,  for  example,  a  cheque  was 
brought  here  showing  that  you  had  received  more 
than  £5  in  a  single  case:?  What  would  you  say 
then  ? — Oh,  the  cheque  would  not  say  how  many 
men  were  included,  whether  one,  two  or  three. 
Suppose  it  was  £15,  it  does  not  say  how  many 
men. 

232.  We  have  had  an  offer  from  the  witness  to 
show  that  you  have  been  paid  more  than  £5  for 
the  landing  of  a  particular  man  ? — No  cheque  can 
be  proved.  A  man  says  to  me,  "  I  pay  you  for  two 
or  three  men  coming,"  how  would  the  cheque  say 
that  he  gives  me  £15  for  one. 

233.  So  you  say  that  although  you  have  received 
cheques  for  more  than  £5,  they  don't  say  that  they 
are  not  in  respect  of  more  than  one  man  ? — Yes,  a 
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man  may  say.  here  is  a  cheque  for  £15,  but  the  ^r- A  ' ader- 
cheque  does  not  say  whether  it  is  for  1,  2,  or  3  men.  Aug.  19, 1908. 

234.  It  has  been  said  by  more  than  one  witness 
that  it  is  necessary  for  intending  immigrants  to 
come  to  you  to  get  permission  to  land,  that  some 
intending  immigrants  went  to  one  agent  and 
could  not  get  permission  through  him  ;  they  then 
went  to  you  and  got  the  permission  ;  do  you  know 
anything  of  this  case  ?— I  know  a  case  a  couple  of 
weeks  ago.  when  a  man  applied,  and  they  took 
£25  deposit  from  him.  AVe  also  had  an  Indian 
priest  arrive  here,  who  afterwards  went  to  Kim- 
berley.  The  priest  of  the  Indian  mosque  here 
went' to  the  immigration  officer  ami  explained  for 
what  purpose  he  came  out  here,  that  this  man 
was  coining  out  specially  for  religious  purposes, 
and  this  was  taken  by  the  immigration  officer,  and 
he  said  if  the  other  had  come  out  for  the  same 
purpose,  he  should  have  been  landed. 

235.  That  is  all  very  interesting,  and  very  true, 
perhaps  ;  but  it  is  no  answer  to  my  question. 
Could  there  have  been  cases  when  people  were 
refused  permission  to  land,  when  applying  to 
some  other  agent,  and  subsequently  obtained  per- 
mission after  applying  to  you  ? — I  remember  one 
case. 

236.  Then  in  this  specific  case  you  obtained 
permission  for  the  man  to  land,  is  that  the  only 
one  you  can  remember  ? — Yes. 

237.  Do  you  know  of  any  case  where  the  security 
offered  by  another  agent  and  that  of  a  landed 
proprietor  was  refused, and  the  Immigration  Officer 
said,  No,  I  can  onlv  accept  the  security  of  Abdol 
Cader  ?— No. 

238.  Well  we  have  a  specific  case.  Do  you  know 
Mr.  Boosey  ? — Yes. 

239.  You  know  Mr.  Boosey,  he  has  stated  that 
in  a  certain  case  he  offered  his  own  personal 
security  and  obtained  the  security  of  a  landed 
proprietor  and  was  told  by  the  Immigration  Officer 
that  only  Abdol  Cader's  security  would  be  accepted? 
— No,  I  have  never  heard  that.  I  have  heard  many 
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Mr.  A^cader.  persons  named  by  the  Officer  as  being  acceptable 
Aug.  19, 1908.  to  come  and  give  security. 

240.  But  here  is  a  case  where  we  are  told  the 
Immigration  Officer  asked  for  your  security  ? — No, 
I  have  no  knowledge. 

241.  And  you  have  no  arrangement  with  the 
Immigration  Officer  ? — No. 

242.  You  have  not  had  a  special  arrangement 
with  the  Immigration  Officer  ? — No,  I  deny  it. 

243.  Of  course  you  know  it  has  been  frequently 
stated  in  Cape  Town  and  has  been  for  some  years 
past,  that  there  must  be  some  sort  of  arrangement 
between  you  and  some  of  the  Immigration  officers, 
do  you  know  that? — I  have  heard  a  certain 
rumour  going,  but  you  have  to  take  it  as  from  the 
people  it  comes. 

244.  Then  you  know  there  is  a  certain  charge 
floating  about  about  you,  but  there  is  no  foundation 
you  say  ? — It  is  absolutely  untrue. 

245.  You  say  you  have  never  procured  the 
admission  into  this  country  of  a  prohibited 
person,  that  is  to  your  knowledge,  you  might  have 
done  it,  but  it  was  not  to  your  knowledge  if  you 
did  ?— -Not  to  my  knowledge. 

246.  Do  you  know  the  case  of  the  man  who  was 
about  to  come  into  the  country  under  the  name  of 
a  general  dealer  living,  I  think,  at  99,  Longmarket 
Street,  who  was  coining  into  this  country  and 
notice  of  this  was  given  to  the  Colonial  Office,  the 
man  was  landed  here  and  gave  a  false  description 
of  himself,  and  was  allowed  to  remain  here,  do 
you  know  of  this  case  ? — No,  if  the  man  came  here 
and  brought  a  licence,  I  do  not  know  of  it.  I  have 
given  satisfaction  to  the  Immigration  Officer  for 
years. 

247.  You  see  the  allegation  is  that  a  certain  mer- 
chant was  residing  at  99  Longmarket  St,  he  was 
actually  in  the  Colony.  The  man  coming  in  was 
going  to  give  his  name,  the  man  actually  came  in 
and  gave  the  false  name  and  address  and  was 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  Colonv.  and  it  is  stated 
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that  it  was  through  your  instrumentality  ? — No,  I  Mr.  A.cadet. 
know  nothing  of  it.  au?.  19, 1908. 

248.  It  is  stated  that  of  recent  years,  up  to  a 
certain  time,  you  received  fees  for  the  admission 
of  immigrants,  but  after  a  certain  time  you  to 
refused  to  take  cheques  and  only  received  cash  ? — 
No,  I  never  refused  cheques. 

249.  Then  if  this  is  stated  it  is  untrue  ?— Yes. 

250.  There  is  another  case  of  a  man  who  was 
admitted  into  this  Colony  under  the  represent- 
ation that  he  was  a  priest,  as  a  matter  of  fact  he 
was  not  a  priest,  and  it  is  alleged  that  you  received 
fees  on  account  of  this  case.  This  statement  is 
with  reference  to  your  statement  that  you  never 
brought  immigrants  here  who  were  prohibited 
here,  it  is  the  case  of  a  man  receiving  permission 
to  land  on  account  of  being  said  to  be  a  priest 
when  he  was  not  a  priest,  and  is  now  in  the 
employ  of  a  company,  do  you  know  of  that  case  ? 
— No/ 

251.  Have  you  ever  assisted  a  priest  to  land  ? — 
When  a  priest  comes  we  always  do  the  work  as  a 
charity. 

252.  And  if  you  found  out  he  was  not  a  priest  ? 
I  would  immediately  report  him. 

253.  Did  you  ever  know  of  such  a  case  of  a  priest? 
— Never. 

254.  And  would  you  be  likely  to  know  if  the 
man  was  discharging  the  duties  of  a  priest  in  Cape 
Town  ? — Priests  go  to  Wellington,  Kimberley  and 
other  places. 

255.  But  if  a  priest  was  well  known  you  would 
know  ? — No,  we  have  a  fixed  priest  here,  but  others 
come  here  for  a  month,  get  their  collection  and  go 
to  Wynberg  and  to  Johannesburg,  but  we  have  ;i 
fixed  priest  preaching  every  week  and  him  we 
know. 

256.  But  you  would  not  necessarily  know  if  a 
man  came  in  here  as  a  priest  where  he  subsequently 
preached? — No.  I  would  see  him  when  he  came  in. 
and  I  would  see  him  when  he  left,  but  perhaps  1 
would  never  see  him  again.     There  are  hundreds 
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Mr.  \  cder.  0f  people  here,  and  if  a  man  came  in  in  full  dress  on 
ai.l  19,1908.  the  streets  and  then  weeks  after  I  saw  him  in  a 
jacket  on  the  street  I  would  not  know  him,  but  the 
Immigration  Officer  in  the  Immigration  Depart- 
ment can  tell  them.  A  boy  escaped  from  the 
Department,  and  the  boy  was  caught  after  three 
months,  the  officer  knew  him. 

257.  But  you  see  you  rather  lead  as  to  think 
that  with  your  wide  experience  you  would  be 
able  to  detect  them  easier? — Yes,  but  everyone 
could  not  do  it. 

258.  There  is  just  one  more  question,  do  you 
keep  books  ? — No,  I  do  not. 

259.  No  books  ? — I  keep  my  own  books,  I  am  a 
general  importer. 

260.  Do  not  you  keep  books  showing  any  money 
received  ? — No,  I  just  put  down  the  cash  I  receive 
in  my  business,  but  I  do  not  put  down  the  fees  I 
receive. 

261.  But  that  is  a  dangerous  procedure  on  your 
part,  if  anything  went  wrong  you  might  be 
prosecuted  for  culpable  insolvency  ? — I  keep 
ousiness  books  but  if  a  man  gave  me  10s.  6d.  to 
come  into  the  country  I  would  put  it  into  my 
pocket  and  would  not  enter  it  in  my  books  but  my 
business  accounts  I  keep.  If  a  man  came  to  me 
and  said  make  me  out  a  receipt  or  a  promissory 
note  but  I  don't  keep  a  record  of  what  I  receive. 

262.  Well,  let  me  give  you  a  little  cheap  legal 
advice  because  if  anything  went  wrong  with  your 
business  and  it  was  shown  that  you  had  receipts 
like  those  and  had  not  kept  account  of  them  you 
would,  in  all  probability,  find  yourself  charged 
with  culpable  insolvency  ? — Yes. 

263.  Mr.  Louw.]  How  long  have  you  been  here  ? 
— I  have  been  interpreter  for  the  Supreme  Court 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  nave  been  here  for  27 
years.  I  have  been  here  all  the  time  and  been 
interpreting  for  the  Supreme  Court  for  some  years. 

264.  The  Immigration  Officer  knows  you,  and  if 
an  Indian  wants  to  land    and    you  give  him  an 
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assurance  that  you  know  the  Indian,  that  Indian  Mi- A  cader. 
may  be  allowed  to  land  ? — No.  Aug.  i~  1908. 

265.  He  allows  him  to  land  ? — No,  he  asks  the 
man  who  are  you  and  if  he  savs  he  is  a  general 
dealer  he  must  bring  his  licence.  I  only  bring  him 
there,  the  man  has  to  prove  his  case. 

266.  And  is  it  not  possible  for  the  Indian  to 
deceive  you  and  the  Immigration  Officer  and  get 
landed  ? — To  pay  me  ? 

267.  No  but  to  deceive  you  by  saying  he  has  a 
right  to  land,  that  he  is  a  dealer  ? — No,  it  must  be 
proved  in  black  and  white. 

268.  And  the  law  is  so  strict  there  is  no  chance 
to  deceive  ? — No,  it  is  not  severe,  we  are  here  to-day 
and  gone  to-morrow.  I  have  been  to  Durban. 
There  was  a  case  where  a  man  was  sent  from  here 
four  years  ago,  was  sent  away  from  here  and  landed 
in  Durban  although  refused  here. 

269.  So  there  is  no  chance  to  deceive  the 
Immigration  Officer  here? — The  only  chance  he 
has  to  get  to  the  shore  here  is  to  essape  from  the 
ship. 

270.  If  you  meet  an  Indian  that  wants  to  land 
are  you  able  to  find  out  from  him  if  he  has  a  right 
to  land  ? — I  can  find  out. 

271.  He  is  not  able  to  deceive  you — is  he  able 
to  deceive  the  Immigration  Officer  ? — No,  he  could 
not  do  it  the  last  three  or  four  years,  if  two  or  three 
men  come  and  speak  to  the  Officer  he  says  I  am  not 
satisfied  and  the  papers  lay  for  weeks  and  then 
perhaps  he  is  not  allowed  to  land. 

272.  If  we  bring  an  Indian  to  you  who  was 
allowed  to  land  although  he  had  no  right  to 
land  ? — Well,  I  know  nothing  about  it,  he  might 
have  deceived  the  Immegration  Officer. 

273.  But  just  now  you  said  he  could  not  deceive 
the  Immigration  Offier  ? — A  man  may  come  with 
a  general  power  of  Attorney. 

274.  Mr.  Withinshaw.~]  With  regard  to  licences 
in  the  suburbs  you  say  they  are  refused  without 
any  reason  being  given,  are  they  refused  only  to 
Indians  ? — Merely  to  Indians. 
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Mr.  a.  cader.      275.  Are    they   refused    to  other  people  ? — NoT 

Aug  i7i908  onlv  to  Indians. 

276.  Only  to  Indians  ?— Yes. 

277.  Are  you  not  aware  that  licences  have  been 
refused  also  to  Europeans  as  well  as  to  Indians? — 
No,  it  is  not  to  my  knowledge.  It  was  in  Clare- 
mont  some  time  ago  that  it  was  mentioned  very 
plainly  "  no  licences  to  Indians,"  it  was  in  the 
Municipal  Council  some  gentlemen  said,  "  no 
licences  to  Indians." 

278.  I  think  you  will  find  that  licences  have 
been  refused  to  Europeans  as  well  as  Indians  ? — I 
don't  know. 

279.  Mr.  Lunette.]  You  state  you  are  in  the 
general  business  in  a  large  way  ? — Yes. 

280.  You  import  your  own  goods  ? — Yes. 

281.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  general  busi- 
ness throughout  the  Colony,  do  you  know  of  it  at 
Port  Elizabeth  and  Kimberley  ? — I  am  dealing 
with  them  sometimes. 

282.  But  you  don't  know  much  about  them  ? — I 
have  been  to  Kimberley  about  25  years  ago. 

283.  Well,  you  know  there  are  a  good  many 
Indians  in  the  country  now  ? — Much  less  than 
five  years  ago. 

284.  Much  less,  but  most  of  the  Indians  in  the 
country  are  trading  ? — Yes. 

285.  They  are  trading  as  general  dealers  in  the 
towns  and  markets  in  the  country  ? — But  not  now 
they  are  refusing  licences  to  them.. 

286.  But  there  are  lots  of  hawkers  in  the  coun- 
try ? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of,  there  used  to  be, 
but  now  they  cannot  get  licences. 

287.  There  are  not  many  now  ? — No,  because  the 
hawkers'  licences  are  stopped. 

288.  There  are  a  large  number  of  Indians  in 
Cape  Town  ? — Much  less  than  12  months  ago. 

289.  And  what  is  the  reason  there  is  less  than 
12  months  ago  ? — Months  ago  there  was  depression 
in  business  and  credit  has  been  cut  down,  it  used 
to  be  six,  four  and   three   months,   now   it   is   cut 
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down  to  thirty  days  and  eight  days  and  some  for  Mr  ^.jcader. 

Cash.  Aug.  19,1908. 

290.  And  vou  don't  think  the  reduction  in  the 
number  of  Indians  trading  is  caused  by  the  strict 
regulations  of  the  municipalities  by  which  they  are 
limiting  the  number  of  general  dealers' licences? — 
No,  the  decrease  in  Cape  Town  is  caused  by  allow- 
ing a  less  time  to  the  buyer. 

291.  Not  on  account  of  the  stringency  ? — No.  and 
in  the  countries  it  is  only  on  account  of  not  getting 
licences. 

292.  And  don't  you  think  it  is  a  good  thing  for 
the  Indians  themselves  that  the  numbers  in  busi- 
ness should  be  limited.  Is  it  not  a  desirable  thing 
that  there  should  not  be  too  much  competition 
between  Indians  ? — Well,  competition  is  the  spirit 
of  the  business  as  I  take  it,  because  if  Government 
only  allowed  a  dozen  or  six  shops  here  they  could 
raise  the  price,  but  by  allowing  competition  and 
everbody  to  sell  and  supply  it  is  good  for  trade, 
but  by  limiting  the  price  the  merchants  will  derive 
the  benefit. 

293.  Mr.  Alexander.']  With  regard  to  hawkers, 
outside  Cape  Town  there  are  no  hawkers  now  ? — 
No. 

294.  Under  the  General  Dealers'  Act  in  regard  to 
hawkers  even  if  a  man  had  been  in  business  twenty 
years,  or  thirty  years,  he  has  been  swept  away.  Take 
the  case  of  Namaqualand,  I  think  they  had  a 
large  number  of  applicants.  I  think  fifty  ;  some  had 
been  hawkers  for  twenty  years  and  upwards  ;  they 
were  all  swept  out  of  existence  with  no  time 
allowed  them,  and  I  don't  believe  that  there  was 
amongst  them  any  Indians,  so  the  injustice  you 
said  was  being  done  to  Indians  has  also  been  done 
to  a  considerable  number  of  Europeans  ? — It  is  so. 

295.  As  far  as  hawkers  are  concerned,  Indians 
and  Europeans  have  been  done  away  with  ? — Yes. 
a  certain  class  of  Europeans. 

296.  Well,  the  hawkers  were  all  refused  licences  ? 
—Yes. 

297.  And  in  the  suburbs  here  the  general  dealers' 

[A.  16—08.]    Asiatic  Grievances.  D 
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Mr.  a.  ca.it r.  licences  were  refused  to  Indians  but  not  Euro- 
Anp.  iVmms.  peans,  but  all  hawkers'  licences  were  refused  ?- 
Tes.  For  example,  one  man  in  East  London  had 
been  18  years  in  business  and  they  stopped  his 
licence.  He  had  seven  children  and  a  wife,  and 
was  not  even  allowed  to  collect.  They  said  to 
him  "  You  can  make  application  again  in  six 
months."  Surely  these  things  are  a  great  injustice 
if  a  man  has  borne  a  good  character :  if  Govern- 
ment finds  something  against  him  after  18  years 
surely  they  should  give  him  some  time  to  realize 
his  stock. 

298.  It  has  been  said  that  many  Indians  are 
insanitary  and  others  go  away  without  paying 
their  creditors  ? — Yes. 

299.  Would  you  be  satisfied  if  they  made  it  that 
there  should  be  no  licences  granted  unless  the 
premises  were  absolutely  sanitary,  because  the 
suggestion  is  that  Indians  are  insanitary.  Would 
it  not  meet  the  case  if  legislation  was  introduced 
that  before  a  licence  was  granted  the  premises  had 
to  be  certified  as  sanitary,  and  also  that  a  report 
must  be  produced  from  the  police  that  the  man's 
dealings  in  the  past  had  been  satisfactory.  That 
before  a  man  got  a  licence  to  trade  he  must  go  to  the 
Magistrate  and  produce  a  certificate  from  a  local 
authority  that  his  premises  were  sanitary  and 
from  the  police  that  his  record  was  satisfactory  ? — 
Yes,  I  would  be  quite  satisfied. 

300.  The  Immigration  Act  has  been  passed  in  a 
rather  severe  form  in  1906,  do  you  find  now  that 
the  way  it  has  been  managed  has  worked  satisfac- 
torily :  do  the  Indians  get  fair  treatment  ? — Yes,  I 
will  say  that  Government  has  been  too  kind  to  us. 

301.  You  mean  the  Act  has  not  always  been 
administered  stringently.  Do  you  mean  the  Act 
is  lenient  to  Indians  or  the  administration  of  a 
stringent  Act  lenient  ? — It  is  more  lenient  than  the 
1902  Act  because  then  we  were  always  fighting. 
When  I  saw  Mr.  J.  Graham  about  the  domicile  I 
asked  him  the  meaning  of  domicile  and  he  said 
;t  the  man  who  makes  his  home  here  and  a  man 
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who  has  been  here  five  or  seven  years  is  domiciled  ^r-  A  ,ader- 
here."  Aug.  io,  1908. 

302.  Yes,  but  that  is  not  in  the  Act.  Would  you 
be  surprised  to  hear  that  all  persons  domiciled  in 
South  Africa  did  not  come  under  the  Act  of  1902.  but 
under  the  Act  of  1906  ;  this  was  not  so  in  the  case 
of  an  Indian,  and  an  Indian  living  in  the  Colouv 
could  not  come  back  if  he  left  the  Colony,  without 
a  pass,  no  matter  how  long  he  lived  here.  You 
know  the  case  of  Chaffikir  ?  He  was  a  man  pro- 
tected bv  the  Act  of  1902  and  he  went  away,  and 
returned  when  the  Act  of  1906  was  in  force  and 
when  he  came  back  he  was  refused  permission  to 
land,  but  the  Court  compelled  the  Government  to 
allow  him  to  land.  I  don't  know  whether  you 
consider  this  a  lenient  working  of  the  Act  ? — 
Well,  as  far  as  I  know,  several  friends  of  mine 
returning  at  the  same  time  as  Chaffikir  had  no 
difficulty  in  coming  in. 

303.  With  regard  to  that  visit  of  the  priest,  do  I 
understand  that  he  only  came  here  for  a  temporary 
purpose  ? — Yes. 

304.  Then  he  does  not  come  under  the  Act  ? — 
Yes. 

305.  Eecause  it  was  said  that  a  priest  was  landed 
illegally,  but  for  only  temporary  domicile  there  is 
a  special  condition  ? — Yes,  there  were  several 
grievances  complained  of  and  we  went  to  the 
Minister. 

306.  And  very  satisfactory  assurances  were 
given  ? — Yes,  if  an  Indian  wanted  to  go  to  India 
he  could  come  back  in  three  vears. 

307.  Dr.  Murray.]  You  say  that  the  number  of 
Indians  in  the  country  now  is  much  smaller  than 
some  years  ago.  Do  you  think  this  Act  of  1906 
has  been  the  means  of  keeping  Indians  awav  ? — 
No,  the  Act  of  1902. 

308.  But  this  Act  of  1906  ?— Before  the  Act  of 
1906  if  a  man  had  his  wife  and  children  in  India 
they  could  not  come  out. 

309.  No,  but  has  the  General  Dealers'  Act  of 
1906   had   the   effect    of    fewer    Indians    coming 
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Mr.  a.  cader.  here  ? — Why,  ves,  because  they  could  not  do  any- 
Aug.  u,  1808.  thing  here. 

310.  Is  it  known  in  India  about  this  difficulty  of 
getting  a  licence  to  trade  ? — Yes.  thev  know. 

311.  And  would  it  not  be  well  to  make  it  well- 
known  in  India  so  that  they  should  not  come 
here  ? — They  are  not  coming  here.  If  you  find  out 
the  number  of  people  coming  in  and  out  during 
the  last  twelve  months  it  will  satisfy  you.  When 
the  Act  passed  we  had  in  the  Cape  suburbs  about 
5,000  Indians,  and  you  would  not  find  to-day 
above  2,000. 

312.  Don't  you  think  it  would  be  a  kindness  to 
the  Indian  as  long  as  the  Act  of  1906  is  in  force, 
that  it  be  made  widely  known  in  India,  so  that 
they  will  not  come  out  ? — But  they  are  not  coming 
out,  they  know  it  through  Indian  Opinion  that 
municipalities  all  over  the  country  won't  grant 
licences. 

313.  And  do  you  think  distinction  should  be 
made  between  Indians  already  in  the  country  and 
settled  and  newcomers  ?  Do  you  think  it  fair  that 
Indians  already  in  the  country  should  be  allowed 
to  have  the  facilities  for  trading  that  thev  have 
always  had,  but  that  newcomers  should  not  ? — 
Well,  it  is  so. 

314.  Chairman.']  It  was  stated  that  if  anybody 
beside  yourself,  other  than  yourself,  went  to  the 
German  line  of  steamships,  that  they  could  not 
get  authority  to  land,  that  the  German  ocean  line 
said,  "  You  must  go  to  Mr.  Cader  "?• — No.  I  will 
give  you  a  name,  Mr.  Ghool,  you  can  write  to  him 
and  others  who  are  the  men  who  work  for  them. 
If  Mr.  Ghool  says  that  man  is  all  right,  he  can  get 
through. 

315.  It  is  merely  then  that  you  are  a  well-known 
Indian,  and  thev  refer  to  vou  because  you  are 
well-known  ? — Yes.  and  that  being  a  general  dealer 
for  years  they  give  more  licences  to  me. 
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Mr.  Da g a  Ram.  examined.  Mr  !)-  Ra^» 

316.  Chairman.']  What  are  you  in  Cape  Town  ?—  Au^  I9' im 
A  general  merchant. 

317.  What  are  you  with  regard  to  the  Associa- 
tion, are  you  an  official  of  the  British  Indian 
Association  ? — Of  the  British  Indian  League  Asso- 
ciation. • 

318.  "What  are  you  there  ?— A  member. 

* 

319.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  Mr. 
Cader  ? — Yes. 

320.  Have  you  anything  vou  wish  to  add  on 
your  own  account  different  to  what  Mr.  Cader 
has  said  ? — Only  about  licences. 

321.  What  about  licences  ? — The  trouble  is  about 
hawkers'  licences. 

322.  What  difficulty  have  you  had  with  regard 
to  hawkers'  licences  ? — I  myself  had  a  hawkers' 
licence  but  it  has  been  taken  from  me. 

323.  So  there  was  no  reason  given  whv  vou 
should  not  have  a  licence  granted? — Xo  reason, 
last  year  we  made  application  to  Parliament  but 
we  have  had  no  reply. 

324.  What  authority  refused  your  licences  ? — 
Every  where  up  -  country . 

325.  The  complaint  is  general  ? — Yes. 

326.  Mr.  Withinshaw.]  But  the  licence  was  not 
refused  simply  because  you  were  an  Indian  ? — I 
cannot  say  about  that.  I  was  refused,  they  simply 
refused. 

327.  But  they  refused  to  Europeans  as  Avell  as  to 
Indians  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

Mr.  Gidromai.  examined. 

328.  Chairman.']    What  are  vou? — Manager  of  a    n  nMr< 

-i  J  -  °  Gidvomat. 

business.  _ 

329.  Do  you  in  any  way  represent  the  British  Au-r- 19> 1908- 
Indian  League  ? — Yes. 

330.  What  are  vou  there  ? — Treasurer. 

331.  You  have  heard  the  evidence  given  by  the 
previous  witnesses  ? — Yes. 

332.  Do  vou  agree  with  it  ? — There  is  onlv  that 


38  MIXUTES    OF    EVIDENCE    BEFORE    THE    SELECT 

Mr.  matter  of  licences.  From  my  own  personal  know- 
:i  ledge  tliey  are  refused  to  Europeans  also.  At  the 
Aug.  19, 1908.  game  time  we  engage  our  servants  and  we  supply 
their  passages  out  and  engage  them  for  three 
years.  We  never  received  any  notice,  so  we  had  a 
great  loss.  We  have  to  keep  them  the  time,  hut 
they  don't  pay.  We  have  got  some  licences  in 
Cape  Town,  but  they  don't  pay  us,  and  the  servants 
we  have  hired  for  three  years  and  paid  expenses. 
We  used  to  depend  on  the  hawkers.  Now,  by  not 
having  licences,  we  can  do  nothing  here,  and  have 
to  pay  our  servants. 

Mr.  Hing   Woo,  examined. 

Mt.elwoo.  333.  Mr.  Alexander, .]  You  presented  a  petition 
Aug.  id,  i9os.  to  the  House  of  Parliament  as  the  President  of  the 
Chinese  Association  of  Cape  Town  and  you  were 
also  authorized  to  move  in  the  matter  by  the  various 
Chinese  Associations  throughout  the  country  ? — 
Yes,  East  London,  Port  Elizabeth  and  Kimberley. 

834.  And  other  persons  not  in  the  Associations  ? 
— No,  only  the  three  Associations. 

335.  Now.  I  think,  there  are  less  than  1.000 
Chinamen  in  the  Colony  at  the  present  time  ? — 
About  900. 

336.  You  might  tell  the  Committee :  some  of 
these  persons  have  been  living  in  the  Colony  for  a 
large  number  of  years,  the  majority.  I  think,  about 
14  years  ? — Yes. 

337.  And  the  remainder  8  to  14  years  ?--Yes. 

338.  And  there  are  some  Chinamen  who  have 
been  living  here  25  years  ? — Yes,  28  years. 

339.  Now,  under  the  Act  of  1902,  which  was  the 
first  Immigration  Act,  the  Chinamen  were  treated 
just  like  any  other  Asiatics  ? — Yes. 

340.  But  when  the  Chinese  Exclusion  Act  was 
introduced  a  special  Act  was  brought  in  which 
treats  Chinamen  differently  to  all  other  Asiatics  ? 
—Yes. 

341.  Now  you  said  in  your  petition  that  China- 
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men  wanted  to  be  placed  on  the  same  position  as  Mr.  h.  wop. 
other  Asiatics  ? — The  Act  presses  hardly.  Au,:.  !y,  190$. 

342.  If  an  Indian  comes  in  now,  if  he  can  write 
in  the  European  characters  and  has  a  good 
character  he  can  land,  if  a  man  comes  from  Assam 
or  Japan  or  anywhere  he  is  allowed  in  under  certain 
conditions,  but  the  Chinaman  is  absolutely  pro- 
hibited ? — Yes. 

343.  So  if  a  Chinaman  was  treated  in  the  same 
way  as  any  other  inhabitant  he  would  have  no 
cause  to  complain  ? — No. 

344.  Now  we  come  to  the  existing  Chinamen 
who  were  in  the  country :  if  they  were  British 
subjects  they  could  get  what  is  known  as  the 
Governor's   certificate   of  exemption  ? — Yes. 

345.  And  if  they  were  in  the  country,  but  were 
not  British  subjects,  they  get  a  Minister's  certifi- 
cate of  exemption  ? — Yes. 

346.  Now  what  do  you  say  to  this,  there  is  a 
section  in  the  Act  which  now  prevents  a  Colonial 
Secretary  in  the  future  from  naturalizing  any 
Chinamen  in  this  country? — I  don't  know  how 
many  are  naturalized. 

347.  No,  I  mean  the  law  does  not  allow  any  more 
Chinese  to  be  naturalized? — No,  the  law  won't 
allow  any  more. 

348.  You  take  up  the  position  that  the  Colonial 
Secretary  can  grant  certificates  of  naturalization 
to  everyone  who  applies  if  the  police  in- 
quiries are  satisfactory  and  you  see  no  reason 
why  Chinamen  should  not  be  treated  like 
other  aliens  in  that  respect,  that  if  good  men, 
they  should  have  their  certificates,  if  bad  men 
they  should  be  refused  ? — If  a  man  has  a  good 
character  he  should  have  it. 

349.  Also  in  regard  to  municipal  franchise,  in 
this  respect  you  want  to  be  treated  in  the  same 
way  as  other  ratepayers.  A  man  may  be  from 
France  or  Germany,  Japan  or  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  if  he  lives  in  the  municipality  and  owns 
or  occupies  a  house  he  has  a  vote,  but  under  this 
Act  of   1904  a  Chinaman  can  no   longer  have  it 
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Mr  h.  woo.  unless  he  is  one  of  these  people  who  has  a  certi- 
Aup.  19. 1HU8.  ficate  of  exemption  ? — He  cannot  vote. 

350.  The  point  about  this  vote  is  this,  that  you 
cannot  vote  unless  vou  hold  a  Governor's  certificate 
of  exemption  or  are  naturalized  in  the  Colony,  but 
an  ordinary  foreigner  can.  You  object  to  the 
distinction  ? — Yes. 

351.  With  regard  to  the  Parliamentary  franchise 
the  only  point  is  this  that  those  who  are 
naturalized  can  vote,  but  other  Chinamen  have 
no  opportunity  of  exercising  the  Parliamentary 
franchise  because  they  can  never  become  natur- 
alized ;  if   they    were  allowed   to  be    naturalized 

-    this  would  do  away  with  the  grievance  because 
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they  could  vote '? — If  they  had  that  that  would 
meet  them. 

352.  One  grievance  you  presented  lately  was  that 
you  wanted  time,  if  vou  visited  China  you  wanted 
three  years, that  has  been  remedied,  with  regard  to 
the  Chinese  as  well  as  Indians  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  ? — Yes. 

353.  Will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  how, 
under  the  provisions  Avith  regard  to  moving  about, 
it  is  difficult  for  Chinese  to  exist.  The  regulations 
with  regard  to  Chinamen  moving  about :  just  ex- 
plain to  the  Committee  how  that  works  ? — Before 
that  law  you  could  move  from  one  house  to 
another,  now  if  you.  move  from  No.  1  to  No.  2  you 
have  to  give  notice. 

354.  The  Government  now  carry  knowledge  of 
every  Chinaman  in  this  country  ? — Yes. 

355.  And  you  say  you  think  that  as  far  as  the 
regulations  against  moving  are  concerned  that  need 
not  be  enforced  so  stringently  now  because  the 
Government  knows  every  Chinaman  in  the 
country  ? — Yes.  they  should  not  be  so  strict  now. 

356.  How  often  do  you  think  it  sufficient  for 
them  to  report  themselves  in  the  year  ? — Once  a 
year  would  be  sufficient. 

357.  Are  there  any  other  special  disabilities  that 
you  wish  to  refer  to — any  grievances  that  you  wish 
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the  Committee  to  hear  you  on — any  complaints  ? —  Mr.  h.  woo. 

[No  reply!  Aug.ilusiog. 

358.  You  suffer  somewhat  in  regard  to  getting 
licences  granted  ? — Yes,  we  find  it  difficult  to  get 
a  licence. 

359.  You  think  a  Chinaman  should  only  be 
deported  if  he  is  convicted  of  a  serious  crime,  and 
to  make  it  clear  a  list  should  be  given  ? — It  is  no 
use  to  send  the  people  out  of  the  country  for  small 
crimes. 

360.  Did  you  not  get  a  Petition  sent  up  from  the 
Eastern  Province,  thev  wanted  the  law  altered  be- 
cause  of  a  petty  assault  ? — It  was  only  a  petty 
offence. 

361.  Would  it  be  sufficient  if  Chinamen  con- 
victed of  the  crimes  mentioned  in  another  Act 
should  be  deported — murder,  rape,  fraud,  perjury 
and  forgery — if  one  of  these  crimes  were  com- 
mitted, that  man  should  be  deported  ? — Yes. 

362.  Another  point  you  raised  was  this:  you 
have  been  trying  for  some  time  to  set  recoonifion 
from  the  Government  because  you  have  taken  up 
the  position  that  the  Chinese  Association  kept 
bad  chinamen  under  control,  can  you  explain  how 
far  you  as  President  of  the  Chinese  Association 
have  been  able  to  suppress  amongst  the  Chinamen 
gambling  and  opium  smoking.  Tell  us  how  you 
are  able  to  take  steps  ? — Our  Association  allow  no 
gambling  and  no  smoking. 

363.  During  the  last  six  months, do  you  say  that 
there  has  not  been  any  conviction  of  any  china- 
man  for  any  offence  ? — Yes. 

364.  And  I  think  there  are  about  900  chinamen 
in  the  country  at  present,  there  are  about  200  store- 
keepers are  there  not  ? — There  are  over  200. 

365.  And  you  state  that  the  record  will  show  if 
looked  at  that  there  have  not  been  six  insolven- 
cies ? — Yes. 

366.  You  want  the  Government  to  recognize  the 
Association  in  some  wav  and  you  say  the  Associa- 
tion  help  to  protect  good  chinamen,  now  why  do 
you    want    the    Government    to    recognize    your 
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Mr.H.  w,n.  Association? — Because  there  are  some  people  of 
Aug.  i7~  i.  8.  bad  character  come  here  and  it  deals  with  them. 

367.  And  if  the  Association  was  recognized 
how  would  it  help  ? — The  Government  would  have 
better  control  over  them  and  the  good  ones  would 
not  suffer  because  of  the  bad  ones. 

368.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  have  been  acting  in 
this  matter  for  all  the  Associations  and  are  also  in 
constant  communication  with  the  Consul-General 
in  Johannesburg  about  the  condition  of  Chinamen 
in  the  country  ? — Yes. 

369.  Do  you  find  Chinese  from  the  mines  come 
here  ? — No,  never. 

370.  The  Chinamen  you  have  to  deal  with  here 
have  been  here  for  years  ? — Yes. 

371.  And  you  think  if  the  Government  repeals 
the  Chinese  Exclusion  Act  thev  will  still  have  the 
same  power  to  deal  with  Chinamen,  as  with  other 
Asiatics  ? — Yes. 

372.  Mr.  Lundie.]  I  should  like  to  ask,  on  the 
general  question  of  the  Chinese  in  the  country,  are 
there  any  Chinese  wives  in  the  country  ? — Yes. 

373.  How  many  Chinese  wives  do  you  think  there 
are  in  the  country  altogether  ? — I  cannot  say  how 
many  but  there  are  a  large  number. 

374.  Are  there  any  in  Cape  Town  ? — There  are 
about  13  or  14  in  Cape  Town. 

375.  Are  these  Chinese  women  ? — No,  the  Chinese 
women  don't  leave  China. 

376.  What  nationality  then  is  your  wife  ? — 
Colonial. 

377.  Chinamen  like  to  go  back  to  China  ;  they 
don't  come  to  stay  in  this  country.  Their  intention 
is  to  go  back  whenever  they  have  made  sufficient 
money  ? — When  we  get  married  here  we  don't  go 
back  at  all. 
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Friday,  21st   August,    1908. 


PRESENT: 

Mr.  Powell  (Chartrmari). 


Dr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Lundie. 
Mr.  Alexander, 


Mr.  Withinshaw, 

Mr.  Hellier. 
Mr.  Louw. 


Mr.  George  Arthur  Job.  examined. 

378.  Chairman.^  You  represent  the  Cape  Town       Mr. 
Chamber  of  Commerce  ? — I  am  one  of  the  delegates    (;'  A^Job* 
from  the  grocers'  section  of  that  body.  Aug. 21.190s. 

379.  AVe  have  had  evidence  with  regard  to 
Indian  grievances  in  the  matter  of  licences  and  in 
regard  to  immigration.  I  presume  we  should 
examine  you  on  the  licences  question.  You  have 
nothing  special  to  tell  us  about  immigration  ? — 
No. 

380.  Now  with  regard  to  the  licences,  the 
Indians'  allegation  is  that  public  bodies,  under 
the  General  Dealers  Act  refuse  them  licences 
alwavs,  because  they  are  Indians,  and  without 
regard  to  other  circumstances,  now  what 
generally  is  the  answer  of  the  grocers'  section  of 
the  Cape  Town  Chamber  of  Commerce  ? — The 
view  of  the  grocers'  section  on  that  matter  is  that 
the  present  licensing  Board  is  the  best  under  the 
circumstances.  I  think  the  Indian  grievance  is 
that  they  desire  that  the  Magistrate  should  issue 
the  licences  ;  they  object  to  the  licences  being 
issued  by  the  Municipality.  I  have  no  knowledge 
that  licences  have  been  refused  to  them  on  the 
ground  of  an  Indian  being  an  Indian,  there  was 
possibly  something  against  his  character  or 
general  capacity. 

381.  What  generally  would  be  the  attitude  of 
vour  section  towards  the  granting  of  more  Indian 
licences  ? — The  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  section 
I  represent  is  that  there  are  sufficient  Asiatic 
traders  at  the  present  time,  and  that  an  increase 
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^Ir-  t  in  the  numbers  of  Indian  traders  would  mean  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  white  traders.  There 
Aug.  21, 1908.  are  a  sufficient  number  of  traders  at  the  present 
time,  and  there  are  no  good  reasons  why  licences 
should  be  increased  unduly.  There  is  more  than 
sufficient  at  the  present  time  to  do  the  business 
required. 

,382.  Apart  from  that,  are  you  acquainted  with 
any  special  circumstances  in  Indian  trading  that 
make  it  undesirable  that  licences  should  be 
granted? — Yes  ;  one  of  the  chief  objections  is  that 
they  undersell  the  white  trader  very  considerably  ; 
their  trade  methods  are,  in  some  respects,  unscru- 
pulous, their  shops  are  not  always  kept  in  a  sani- 
tary condition,  and  in  some  respects  they  do  their 
trading  in  a  more  or  less  undesirable  manner. 

388.  Would  you  apply  that  to  all  Indians  ? — Oh. 
no,  I  know  certain  Indians  who  keep  their  shops 
in  a  very  admirable  manner  indeed  ;  but  as  a 
general  rule  the  observation  is  correct. 

384.  You  mentioned  the  cutting  of  prices, 
would  you  regard  that  as  coming  within  the  scope 
of  fair  competition  as  between  Europeans  ? — No.  I 
consider  the  Indian  competition  an  unfair  competi- 
tion. I  have  here  with  me  the  prices  issued  by 
certain  Indians,  and  a  number  of  the  articles  are 
sold  at  less  than  cost  price,  against  which  it  is 
quite  impossible  for  the  white  trader  to  compete. 
I  will  put  in  two  price  lists,  giving  illustrations. 

385.  You  put  in  the  published  price  lists  of  cheap 
grocery  stores  kept  by  Indians  ? — Yes. — [Wtfnrss 
put  in  papers — see  Appendix.'] 

386.  Will  you  give  us  instances  of  undercutting 
from  those  lists  ? — Yes,  yellow  sugar,  retail  price 
lists  at  2d.  per  lb.,  the  wholesale  price  at  the  time 
was  17s.  6d.  per  100  lbs.,  T.R.  rice  ljd.  per  lb.,  the 
wholesale  price  at  the  time  was  24s.  (3d.  per  164  lbs. 

387.  Where  is  this  shop — in  Cape  Town  ? — Yes  ; 
then  there  is  English  milk,  ''Milkmaid'  brand, 
5d.  per  tin.  wholesale  price  5s.  4Jd.  per  dozen.  The 
wholesale  price  I  should  explain  is  less  5  per  cent. 
Then  there  are  16  oz.  candles.  5d.  per  packet,  the 
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wholesale  price  is  5£d..  Nectar  Tea.  quarter  of  a  lb.    (.  ^johm"j 

5d..  wholesale  price  Is.  7d.  net  per  lb.,  matches,  3Jd. 

per  packet,   wholesale  price  3s.  3d.  per  gross,  0r  Au=-21,1908' 

3Jd.  per  packet,  white  rose  oil  2d.  per  bottle,  case 

containing  approximately  48  bottles,  the  wholesale 

price  is  8s.  8d.  net ;  these  are  salient  items. 

388.  You  have  also  the  published  price  list  of  an 
Indian  store  in  the  suburbs  of  Cape  Town.  Will 
you  give  us  instances  from  that  ? — Yes,  seven 
pounds  of  yellow  sugar  is  priced  at  Is.,  the  whole- 
sale price  at  that  time  was  17s.  6d.  per  100  lbs.  ;  it 
is  higher  now,  but  that  does  not  interfere  with  the 
question.  Nectar  Tea  is  Is.  8d.  per  lb.,  the  whole- 
sale price  is  Is.  7d.  per  lb.  net,  Sunlight  Soap  9cL 
per  box.  wholesale  price  9s.  per  dozen.  ;-  Milk- 
maid '"  milk  5d.  per  tin,  wholesale  price  5s.  4Jd. 
per  dozen,  yellow  mealies  13  lbs.  for  Is.,  wholesale 
price  15s.  6d.  per  200  lbs.  net,  samp  ljd.  per  lb. 
wholesale  price  20s.  per  196  lbs.,  best  butter  Is.  5d. 
per  lb.,  wholesale  price  Is.  4d.  net  per  lb.  I  would 
like  just  to  mention  that  although  some  of  the 
other  prices  show  a  small  profit  it  is  a  very  small 
profit :  not  a  living  one. 

389.  Do  you  suggest  any  methods  by  which  it  is 
possible  that  the  Indians  are  able  in  this  way  to 
sell  at  so  very  narrow  a  margin  of  profit.  The 
only  reason  I  can  give  why  they  are  able  to  sell  at 
such  a  narrow  margin  is  that  their  standard  of 
living  being  so  low  they  arc  able  to  live  very 
cheaply  being  able  I  believe  to  live  on  about  l/5th, 
possibly  more,  of  the  amount  required  for  a  white 
man.  In  some  instances  I  think  they  are  not 
very  particular  as  regards  their  weights.  I  have 
had  practical  experience  in  these  matters,  having 
had  acquaintance  with  the  trade  for  10  years,  so  I 
am  not  speaking  from  hearsay,  but  from  actual 
facts.  I  can  give  facts,  and  am  perfectly  au  fait 
w7ith  the  question. 

390.  Are  you  able  to  give  any  specific  instances 
of  false  weights  or  short  weights  having  been 
given? — Yes,  there  was  an  instance  in  Long- 
Street  about  two  months  ago  where  a  white  grocer 
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Mr-  sent  one  of  his  employees  to  purchase  rice  and 
sugar  from  an  Asiatic  trader,  and  in  each  instance 
aw.  21. 1908.  there  was  J  to  \  lb.  short  on  3  or  4  lbs.  It  was  a 
small  difference,  and  the  ordinary  householder 
would  not  notice  it :  but  in  the  long  run  it  is  a 
considerable  item  and  it  adversely  affects  the 
white  trader  who  gives  correct  weights.  He 
cannot  compete  against  that. 

891.  Nothing  further  occurs  to  me,  have  you 
any  statement  to  make  arising  out  of  your  re- 
marks ?  Has  there  been  any  great  increase  of 
Indian  traders  in  the  Cape  Peninsula,  say  in  the 
last  10  years? — Unfortunately,  there  are  no  figures 
available  as  far  back  as  10  years.  In  1907  the 
licences  issued  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  numbered 
3,149,  of  which  in  Cape  Town,  Sea  Point,  Wood- 
stock and  Maitland  there  were  812  licences  issued 
to  Asiatics.  I  have  not  the  figures  available  for 
the  other  districts,  but  about  40  to  50  per  cent,  of 
the  general  dealers,  licences  have  been  issued  to 
Asiatics. 

392.  Then  with  regard  to  insolvencies,  have  you 
any  figures  showing  the  proportion  of  Asiatic 
insolvencies  ? — The  only  figures  I  have  are  for 
1905  to  1907,  during  that  period  there  were  103 
Asiatic  insolvencies  with  liabilities  of  £109,255,  of 
which  79  insolvencies  occurred  in  the  Cape  Dis- 
trict with  liabilities  amounting  to  £83,102,  and 
representing  11  per  cent,  of  the  number  and  16  per 
cent,  of  the  amount  of  insolvencies  and  liabilities 
for  the  Cape  Town  district  only.  I  have  reason 
to  believe  from  my  experience  that  this  does  not 
represent  more  than  a  quarter  of  the  total  amount 
of  insolvencies  and  failures  owing  to  the  fact  that 
in  many  instances  the  assets  were  too  small  to 
admit  of  the  Estates  being  accepted  by  the  Master, 
and  also  to  the  large  number  of  compositions  and 
assignments. 

393.  Have  you  any  figures  with  regard  to  the 
remittances  made  to  India  by  Indian  traders?— 
The  money  order  transactions  between  the  Cape 
Colony  and   India   have   been   as  follows  : — 1904 
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the  number  of  money  orders  was  2,949  and  the  Mr- 
value  £26,63.2 ;  in  1905  the  number  was  9.827.  value 
£100,243;  in  1906  the  number  was  6.720,  value  Alls ■-'  '•",s- 
£81,959  ;  and  in  1907  the  number  was  5.478  and  the 
value  £69.799.  It  was  the  largest  amount  sent  to 
any  country  outside  the  United  Kingdom  and 
South  African  Colonies.  Those  figures  are  correct. 
394.  Mr.  Lundie."]  What  would  you  suggest  as 
working  regulations  which  might  be  adopted  by 
Municipalities  in  the  matter  of  issuing  licences  to 
Indians  which  would  be  an  improvement  on  the 
present  system  ? — The  views  expressed  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  Grocery  section 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  the  other  day  was 
that  no  new  licences  should  be  issued  after  a  cer- 
tain period,  but  without  being  as  drastic  as  that,  I 
think  recommendations  should  be  made  for  the 
better  working  of  the  Act  as  at  present  constituted. 
I  think  if  it  was  necessary  for  an  Asiatic  to  be 
resident  here  for  five  years  before  being  granted  a 
licence  it  would  impose  a  restriction  upon  them, 
because  they  are  more  or  less  birds  of  passage.  In 
many  instances  they  do  not  hold  licences  for  more 
than  two  or  three  years,  either  transferring  the 
licences  or  leaving  the  countrv.  If  their  books 
also  were  kept  in  Dutch  or  English  that  would  be 
a  much  needed  improvement,  as,  at  the  present 
time,  there  are  very  few  Asiatics  who  keep  their 
books  properly.  I  also  think  that  the  name  of 
the  trader  should  be  placed  distinctly  over  each 
shop.  They  should  be  under  better  sanitary  super- 
vision ;  the  licences  should  be  increased  to  £5 
each  :  I  understand,  by  the  way,  that  is  now  being- 
done.  There  should  be  no  half-yearly  licences, 
and  they  should  not  have  the  option  or  right  to 
obtain  a  removal  licence  at  the  price  of  Is.  At 
the  present  time  they  are  able  for  Is.  to 
obtain  a  removal  licence  from  one  part  of  the 
town  to  another.  As  a  result  they  are 
found  moving  from  one  place  to  another  and  often 
changing  their  shop.  The  transfer  of  licences 
should  not  be  permitted  ;    they  should  apply  for  a 
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Mr.       new  licence.     At  the  present  time  they  apply  for  a 
transfer    and    get    it    although  the   business  has 
Aug.21,1908.  changed  hands. 

395.  Mr.  Hellier.]  Are  you  in  the  wholesale 
grocery  trade  ? — Yes. 

396.  How  long  ? — Twenty  years. 

397.  Then  you  know  not  only  Cape  Town  but 
the  Suburbs  ? — Yes,  and  the  Western  Province 
generally. 

398.  During  that  time  would  you  say  that 
European  shopkeepers  have  decreased  ? — Yes. 

399.  In  the  Town  and  Suburbs  ? — Yes. 

400.  With  regard  to  those  prices  you  put  in  just 
now  would  you  say,  from  your  knowledge  of  the 
grocery  business,  that  they  afford  a  reasonable 
profit  to  live  on  ? — Certainly  not. 

401.  It  may  be  disclosing  trade  secrets  but  what 
would  the  ordinary  grocer  require  as  a  fair  profit, 
15  per  cent.? — 17 J  to  20  per  cent. 

402.  And  these  prices  would  only  give  5  per 
cent,  for  cash,  when  they  pay  cash  ? — Yes,  then  it 
is  often  not  much  more  than  5  per  cent. 

403.  Then,  in  your  opinion,  with  the  business 
conducted  on  the  ordinary  lines  of  good  weight 
and  quality,  it  is  impossible  to  make  it  come  out 
at  these  prices  ? — Quite  impossible  for  a  white 
man,  and  the  Asiatics  themselves  make  a  very 
poor  living  at  the  best. 

404.  What  would  be  about  the  stock  in  these 
shops  ? — I  know  shops  in  which  the  stocks  are  £20 
to  £70. 

405.  What  would  be  the  turnover  ? — Some  less 
less  than  £30  per  month.  I  know  many  who  only 
do  £30  a  month. 

406.  Are  there  any  doing  £200  per  month  ? — 
Very  few  ;  I  have  known  instances  of  between  £20 
and  £30  per  month. 

407.  Then,  in  your  opinion,  do  they  live  on  that  ? 
What  is  the  rent  of  a  place  like  that  ? — They  pay 
£1  to  £1  10s.  per  month  for  rent. 

408.  Do  they  ever  get  it  at  less  than  that  ? — Nor 
not  to  my  knowledge. 
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409.  Do  you  think  it  possible  to  live  and  pay  £1        Mr. 
or  £2  a  month  rent  on  such  a  turnover  ? — No.  '  _1  °  ' 

410.  Then  the  inevitable  result  of  such  trading  Aus-  21, 1908. 
is  insolvency  ? — Yes. 

411.  With  your  experience  of  trading,  do  you 
find  that  respectable  Europeans  in  competition 
with  this  trade  are  affected  by  it  ? — Yes.  1  know  of 
hundreds  of  men  who  have  had  to  surrender  their 
estates  or  had  to  go  out  of  the  business  largely  on 
account  of  this  competition. 

412.  And  has  this  been  admitted  by  the  creditors  ? 
— Yes,  and  it  is  also  admitted  by  the  wholesale 
traders  that  these  people  cannot  compete  against 
the  Asiatics.  It  is  only  a  question  of  time  for  the 
white  man  to  be  displaced  altogether. 

413.  In  your  experience  of  20  years  you  know  of 
many  Europeans  who  have  had  to  give  up? — Yes. 
I  have  known  of  many  in  the  last  few  years  ;  re- 
spectable  men  with  families  who  were  forced  to 
give  up  business  owing  to  this  competition. 

414.  And  their  disappearance  \vas  a  distinct  loss 
to  the  Colon}'  ? — Yes  a  distinct  loss  ;  they  spent 
their  money  here. 

415.  Mr.  Withinshaw.~\  You  have  had  a  long  ex- 
perience, and  apart  from  the  influence  of  competi- 
tion of  thi.  kind  it  has  also  had  a  disastrous  effect 
on  the  coloured  people  and  Malay  people  of  this 
district  ? — Yes.  some  years  ago  a  number  of  small 
shops  were  kept  by  Malays  who  supplied  the  needs 
of  the  poor  people  in  the  place,  practically  all 
these  shops  are  gone  to-day. 

416.  Thev  have  been  driven  out   of  business   bv 

*  ■ 

Asiatic  competition  ? — Yes  that  is  so. 

417.  And  do  vou  know  anything  about  the  ease 
with  which  one  man  who  has  not  got  a  licence  gets 
it  by  purchasing  it  from  another  business  or  gets  it 
from  an  insolvent  business  ? — Yes.  I  know  of 
several  instances  where  Indians  traded  under 
another  Indian's  name.  It  is  difficult  to  bring  it 
home  to  them,  but  I  know  of  instances. 

418.  The  other  Indian   being   perhaps   gone   to 

[A.  Asiatic  Grievar.c  E 
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Mr.       India  ? — Yes,  or  it  might  be  taken  from  an  insol- 

r'  1°      vent  estate. 

Aug.  21, 1908.     419.  Then  the  General  Dealers'  Act  does  not,  in 

this  respect  afford  the  protection  it  was  expected 

to  do  ? — No,  naturally,  the  weak  point  of  the  Act 

is  the  transfer  of  licences. 

420.  Mr.  Lome]  In  Cape  Town  and  the  suburbs 
what  class  of  people  do  you  find  deal  with  these 
Asiatics  ? — Their  trading  is  principally  confined  to 
the  poorer  class,  and  the  coloured  class,  but  I 
know  of  instances  in  the  suburbs  where  very 
respectable  white  people  deal  with  Asiatics.  I 
have  had  it  forcibly  brought  home  to  me  through 
our  buyers  complaining  that  some  of  their 
customers  have  gone  to  Asiatic  shops  owing  to 
their  cheapness. 

421.  And  your  idea  is  that  this  Committee 
should  recommend  that  restrictions  be  placed  as 
much  as  possible  on  the  Asiatics  ? — Unless  that 
is  done  I  can  see  no  hope  for  the  white  trader  ; 
that  is  my  settled  conviction. 

422.  Supposing  that  was  done  successfully  how 
would  it  affect  the  retail  prices  generally  in 
the  Cape  Peninsula  ? — Well.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
retail  prices  would  advance  slightly  in  some  in- 
stances, but  whatever  profits  were  made  in  the 
trade  would  be  spent  in  the  district.  Whereas 
whatever  small  profits  are  now  made  by  the 
Asiatics  are  sent  out  of  the  country. 

423.  And  would  not  that  be  an  injustice  to  the 
working  man  to  raise  the  price  ? — I  do  not  say  it 
would  raise  prices  all  round.  If  the  Asiatic  com- 
petition was  reduced  to  narrow  limits  so  that  there 
was  no  selling  under  price  it  would  meet  the  posi- 
tion. It  is  not  reasonable  that  milk  should  be 
sold  under  cost  price,  but  any  unreasonable  raising 
of  prices  would  not  occur  ;  competition  would 
effectually  prevent  that. 

424.  If  there  is  no  profit  on  selling  under  price 
how  can  these  men  keep  the  business  on  ? — He 
does  not  very  often,  it  is  made  up  by  his  creditors. 
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425.  You  say  that  Indians  very  often  give  short  ™T-Joh 
weight  ? — I  did  not  sav  very  often.  _  °  ' 

426.  But  it  is  done? — I   have  known  instances:  21,1908. 
and  it  is  a  complaint  made  by  grocers.  I  do  not  say 

it  is  a  general  practice,  I  would  not  like  to  malign 
a  whole  bodv  of  traders,  but  it  has  been  done. 

427.  If  I  was  to  go  to  any  grocer  and  he  was  to 
give  me  underweight  would  he  not  make  himself 
culpably  liable  ? — Yes. 

428.  Then  that  could  be  rectified  if  a  man 
bought  from  an  Indian  2  lbs.  of  coffee  or  rice  and 
had  it  weighed,  if  he  found  it  short  he  could  have 
the  Indian  prosecuted  ? — Yes,  but  very  few  care  to 
bring  a  prosecution,  and  very  few  householders 
weigh  their  goods. 

429.  But  those  people  who  complain  of  short 
weight  could  take  steps  ? — Yes.  well,  steps  have 
not  been  taken,  I  have  not  taken  any  steps.  I 
have  not  purchased  goods  myself,  but  I  know  that 
that  lias  been  a  ground  of  complaint  against  some 
Asiatic  traders. 

430.  Xow  the  restrictions  that  you  have  re- 
commended do  you  mean  them  to  apply  generally 
to  retail  licences  or  Asiatics  only  ? — To  all  retail 
licences  ;  if  the  Asiatics  continued  to  trade  still. 
we  would  have  a  better  class  of  Asiatic  trader, 
and  hence  a  better  class  of  trade. 

431.  But  the  restrictions  should  apply  to  all 
nationalities,  not  only  Asiatics  ? — Oh,  yes,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  apply  it  to  them  alone. 

432.  You  say  it  would  confine  the  trade  to  a 
better  class '?-  -Yes,  there  would  be  a  better  class 
of  Asiatics  ;  at  the  present  time  it  is  comparatively 
easy  to  get  a  licence,  whether  the  applicant  is  a 
fit  or  proper  person  or  not. 

433.  Then  licences  would  have  to  be  refused  to 
Europeans  also,  if  the  idea  is  that  too  many  are 
trading  in  a  certain  place.  You  say  the  restrictions 
you  recommend  should  apply  to  all  nationalities  ? 
— Well,  the  restrictions  I  propose  are  such  as  any 
respectable  person,  I  should  think,  could  comply 
with.       That    books    should    be    kept    in    Dutch 

E2 
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Mr.       or    English,    is    not.    I    think,    an    unreasonable 
G.A^job.    t|lin£,.  to  ask      j  see  n0  reason  wny  they  should 

Aug.  21, 1908.  not  keep  their  books  in  conformity  with  the  law  ; 
it  is  only  right  for  persons  dealing  with  them  that 
they  should  keep  proper  books. 

434.  If  a  German  is  keeping  a  shop  in  Cape 
Town  you  think  he  should  keep  his  books  in 
English  or  Dutch  ? — Yes.  If  it  was  the  law  of  the 
country.  If  I  went  to  Germany  to  trade  and  the 
law  required  that  I  should  keep  my  books  in  Ger- 
man I  would  conform  to  it.  I  should  not  consider 
it  a  hardship. 

435.  You  think  that  justice  ? — Yes. 

436.  Dr.  Mur  rat/.]  You  accuse  the  Indians  of 
giving  short  weight  and  of  being  of  unsanitary 
habits  and  taking  businesses  under  false  names 
and  making  themselves  liable  to  conviction  for 
culpable  insolvency.  Do  you  know  of  any  con- 
victions ? — No.  I  know  of  no  convictions,  but  I 
know  of  cases  where  these  things  have  occurred. 

437.  You  have  made  certain  suggestions  as  to 
restrictions  that  should  be  adopted  in  this  trade, 
that  should  apply  to  all  Europeans  and  Asiatics, 
do  you  think  if  these  restrictions  were  imposed 
that  the  objections  would  be  removed  to  having 
these  licences  issued  by  Magistrates  instead  of  by 
Municipalities  and  Divisional  Councils  ?  —  The 
Indians  desire  that  the  Magistrates  should  issue 
all  the  licences. 

438.  There  is  a  strong  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  white  traders  to  go  back  to  the  old  system  ? — 
That  is  so. 

439.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  well  to  go  back 
to  the  old  system  if  these  restrictions  were  im- 
posed ? — No,  I  think  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  go 
back  to  the  old  system. 

440.  But  would  not  the  public  be  safeguarded 
if  these  restrictions  were  made  ? — Yes,  more  pro- 
tected than  at  present. 

441.  Mr.  Alexander.']  rour  complaint  apparently 
is  that  the  poor  people  who  trade  with  these 
Indians   buy  these  things   at   a   cheaper  rate  than 
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they    could  get   them   from   the  white   traders  ? —       Mr- 
From  most  of  the  white  traders.  T'  _1  °  ' 

*442.  Is  not  that  a  distinct  advantage  to  the  poor  Aug.2i,i908. 
of  the  community  to  be  able  to  get  these  things  at 
these  prices? — Well,  there  are  white  traders  to-day 
competing  with  the  Indians  at  these  prices. 

U3.  But  I  understand  you  to  say  that  one  strong 
objection  to  the  Indians  was  that  they  undersold 
the  white  people  ? — Yes. 

444.  Well  do  not  you  consider  it  a  benefit  to  the 
poor  people  to  be  able  to  get  these  things  at  a 
cheap  rate  ? — Well,  1  am  not  prepared  to  express 
an  opinion  on  that  point. 

445.  You  are  looking  at  it  from  the  general 
grocer's  point  of  view  ? — Xo,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  good  of  the  community. 

446.  Are  not  the  poor  people  belonging  to  the 
community  ? — They  are  a  section  of  the  community. 

447.  Then  it  is  to  the  benefit  of  the  poor  people 
that  they  should  get  these  prices,  although  it  may 
not  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity ? — Yes.  they  get  their  goods  cheaper. 

448.  Then  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  Indian  gets  the 
trade  through  selling  in  smaller  quantities  ?— Yes, 
they  arc  even  going  so  far  now  as  to  sell  half-penny 
worth's  of  condensed  milk  ;  that  is  what  it  has 
now  come  to. 

449.  You  object  to  the  poor  man  getting  his 
supplies  in  small  quantities  ? — Xo,  1  do  not  object. 

450.  Whv  should  I  not  buy  in  small  quantities 
if  I  am  a  poor  man  ? — Xo,  I  do  not  object,  I  merely 
state  the  fact. 

451.  Why  should  not  the  white  man  do  the  same 
thing,  and  sell,  small  quantities  to  the  poor  people  ? 
— Well,  some  do  so  now  ;  but  whv  not  confine  the 
Asiatic  trader  to  the  poorer  parts  of  the  town,  as  is 
done  in  other  pjirts  of  the  country  ? 

452.  But  they  could  not  exist  without  the  sup- 
port of  the  public  ? — No. 

453.  Then  your  grievance  is  not  against  the 
Indian  but  against  the  public? — Yes,  in  this  case, 
for   the   public   are     working    against   their   own 
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*&•       interests  ;  the  danger  is  that  eventually  the  white 
g.  A^job.    man  w-j2  ^e  c|rjven  ou^  0f  ^he  trade. 

Aug.  2i.  154    You  see,  if  they  had  no  support  from  tlie 

public  the  trade  could  not  go  on  ? — No. 

455.  As  to  this  question  of  weights,  what  is  there 
to  prevent  the  present  regulations  dealing  with  the 
matter  ?  Take  Cape  Town  ;  the  Municipality  have 
officers  who  go  round  and  check  the  weights,  and 
if  you  or  the  Association  know  of  cases  of  this 
kind,  surely  it  is  vour  duty  to  send  information  to 
these  officials,  and  they  would  be  dealt  with.  If 
the  Indians  or  any  other  men  sell  short  weight,  if 
the  officials  had  knowledge  of  it.  they  would  pro- 
secute them.  Have  you  ever  complained  to  the 
Municipal  authorities  ? — It  is  not  our  place  ;  it  is 
the  place  of  the  retailers  who  complain. 

456.  Did  you  actuallv  know  of  cases  where  a 
man  was  breaking  the  law  and  you  did  not  report 
it  ? — No  certainly  not.  I  never  complained  to  the 
Municipality,  Iioav  could  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
complain  ?  It  is  for  the  man  who  purchased  to 
complain.     I  have  said  I  have  no  direct  evidence. 

457.  But  you  mentioned  a  particular  case  ;  just 
a*  you  have  given  this  evidence  to  the  Committee 
what  was  to  prevent  you  giving  the  evidence  to 
the  Municipality  ? — My  reply  to  the  man  who  re- 
ported it  to  me  was  "  report  it  to  the  proper 
quarter." 

458.  Your  Association  has  never  taken  steps  ? — 
No. 

459.  You  know  there  is  a  very  rigid  Immigra- 
tion Act  against  the  Asiatics,  unless  they  can 
write  in  the  characters  of  a  European  language 
and  possess  a  certain  amount  of  money  they  cannot 
land,  and  yet  you  say  they  are  increasing  ? — 1  said 
the   number  of   Asiatic  General  Dealers   was   in- 


creasing. 


460.  Well  we  will  come  to  the  case  of  the 
Asiatics,  you  say  since  19Q2  there  has  been  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  Asiatics  here  ? — No,  I  said 
1906.     I  did  not  say  1902. 

461.  Can  you  tell  us  if   since   the   Immigration 
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Act  was  introduced  has  there  been  any  increase  in       ±Tjoh 
the  number  of  Asiatics  that   come  into  the  coun-        _ 
try  ?— I  have  no  figures.  Aus- 2l- 19u8- 

462.  Have  you  no  idea? — No.  I  could  not  say 
that  as  to  whether  there  has  been  increase  or  not. 

463.  Now  with  regard  to  the  Asiatics  in  the 
country  after  thev  had  been  here  a  certain  number 
of  years  you  would  still  differentia  to  against 
them,  you  would  pass  special  regulations  against 
them  ? — I  say  they  should  be  in  the  country  at 
least  5  years  before  being  granted  a  general  dealer's 
licence. 

464.  "Would  you  treat  all  general  dealers  alike 
or  have  special  regulations  for  Asiatics  ? — No. 
there  should  be  special  legislation  in  the  case  of 
Asiatics,  because  they  are  more  or  less  birds  of 
passage. 

465.  They  are  birds  of  passage  ? — I  will  put  it 
this  way,  they  make  use  of  this  country  largely  as 
a  trading  ground.  Many  of  them  make  as  much 
as  possible  and  then  leave  the  country. 

466.  Would  you  deport  them  ? — No.  you  must 
respect  existing  rights. 

467.  But  those  in  the  country  you  say  you  would 
not  be  prepared  to  treat  like  the  white  trader  '? — 
Only  as  far  as  the  licence  is  concerned. 

468.  So  if  a  white  man  landed  from  Timbuctoo 
you  would  let  him  have  a  licence  at  once  ? — Yes. 
he  would  have  to  be  naturalzied. 

469.  Do  not  you  know  that  a  man  need  not  be  a 
British  subject  to  trade  in  this  country  so  that 
if  a  man  came  here  from  foreign  parts  and  applied 
for  a  licence  you  would  raise  no  objection,  but  if 
he  was  an  Indian  from  a  part  of  the  English 
Empire  you  would  not  admit  him  ? — He  comes 
here  merely  for  trade,  and  if  he  knew  he  had  to 
wait  five  years  for  a  licence  he  would  probably  not 
come  here. 

470.  What  would  he  do  during  the  five  years  ? — 
Market  gardening  or  something  like  that,  there 
are  plenty  of  openings  for  him. 

471.  Well  in  respect  of  the  five  years  you  would 
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Mr-  make  a  difference  between  the  white  and  the  In- 
■  G'  A__Jobi  dian  with  regard  to  residence  ? — Yes. 
Aug.21,1908.  472.  Now  with  regard  to  books,  is  it  not  the  law 
in  this  country  that  unless  he  keeps  books  that 
can  be  referred  to,  no  matter  in  what  language, 
if  he  becomes  insolvent  he  can  be  committed  to 
prison  for  6  months  if  he  has  not  kept  proper 
books  ? — I  know  instances  where  Indians  do  not 
keep  proper  books. 

473.  Then  if  they  went  insolvent  they  would 
be  imprisoned  ? — Well,  then,  there  would  be  many 
in  prison  if  that  were  carried  out. 

474.  Then  why  are  they  not  in  prison  ? — The 
law  in  that  case  is  I  think  a  dead  letter. 

475.  Surely  it  is  a  frequent  occurrence  to  have 
men  up  for"  that  offence  ? — Well,  I  admit  I  know 
of  no  instance  in  which  a  man  has  been  convicted 
solely  for  not  keeping  proper  books. 

476.  But  men  are  often  convicted  for  not  keep- 
ing proper  books,  it  is  culpable  insolvency,  if  a 
man  goes  insolvent  and  has  not  kept  proper  books. 
Do  you  know  that  under  the  old  insolvency  ordin- 
ances it  was  only  if  there  was  a  deficiency  of  £500 
that  a  man  could  be  prosecuted  for  not  keeping 
proper  books,  and  now  that  the  law  has  been 
altered  so  that  if  a  man  has  not  kept  proper  books 
he  is  liable  for  prosecution  for  culpable  insol- 
vency, no  matter  what  the  deficiency  is  ? — All  I 
can  say  is  that  if  the  law  were  enforced  there 
would  be  many  more  convictions  than  there  have 
been. 

477.  Here  is  another  instance  where  you  could 
have  got  your  remedy  without  the  aid  of  the 
Committee  ? — I  did  not  say  it  was  not  the  law. 

478.  The  point  is  this  that  you  are  asking  the 
Committee  to  bring  in  something  that  is  already 
law,  so  that  if  your  new  idea  is  not  administered 
after  becoming  law  you  would  be  just  in  the  same 
position  as  now  if  the  Act  is  not  administered  ? — 
Yes. 

479.  Then  with  regard  to  sanitation  this  could 
be  remedied  without  legislation  at  all  apparently. 
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The   municipalities   have   to    see   about   this  and    G  ^job 
there  are  verv  severe   regulations  especially  under 
the  Health  Act,  stringent  regulations  about  shops  ?  Aug.  21,1m 
— Yes,  I  know. 

480.  Then  apparently  your  complaint  is  that  the 
Act  is  not  being  carried  out  ? — Yes. 

481.  Again,  I  cannot  understand  your  point 
about  the  transfer  of  licences,  surely  under  the 
General  Dealers  Act  you  know  that  there  has  got 
to  be  an  application  for  a  new  certificate,  if  a  man 
drops  out  and  sells  his  business  and  someone  else 
takes  it,  there  has  got  to  be  an  application  for  a 
licence  certificate  and  it  has  to  be  advertised  for 
14  days,  where  a  man  1ms  not  advertised  for  14 
days  have  you  or  your  Association  ever  given 
information  ? — Xo,  but  we  have  seen  that  we  got 
paid  though. 

482.  Have  you  ever  objected  to  these  transfers  ? 
— No.  for  the  simple  reason  that  we  have  always 
got  our  account  paid  or  secured  before  the  transfer 
was  effected. 

483.  Then  where  do  you  say  the  existing  law  is 
defective,  in  what  respect  would  you  like  it 
altered,  where  is  it  defective  ? — Well,  I  understand 
it  is  not  incumbent  upon  a  man  under  the  present 
Act  to  apply  for  a  new  licence  ;  he  can  obtain  a 
transfer. 

484.  Do  you  say  that  it  is  unfair  that  a  man  who 
had  traded  before  the  Act  of  1906  came  into  force 
should  be  allowed  to  trade  ? — Xo.  it  is  not  an 
unfair  provision. 

485.  You  say  many  men  get  transfers  who  ought 
to  get  licences  ? — No,  but  many  have  got  transfers 
since  that  Act  came  into  force. 

486.  Then  you  say  the  Act  is  not  carried  out 
properly  ? — JNo,  my  reading  of  the  Act  is,  and  I 
understriiid  the  same  from  others,  who  have  had 
practical  experience,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
have  a  transfer  of  the  licence. 

487.  But  the  man  who  has  the  transfer  will  have 
to  apply  ? — Yes.  but  I  understand  that  it  is  not 
necessary  for  a  man  to   go   to   the   municipality 
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Mr-       about  the  transfer  of  a  licence,  it  is  only  necessary 
when  getting  a  new  licence  that  a  man   should 
Ang.21,1908.  ]iave  a  certificate. 

488.  Apparently  your  difficulty  is  that  the 
reason  they  do  not  go  to  the  municipality  is  that 
they  continue  to  carry  on  the  business  under  the 
old  licence  and  trade  under  the  old  name  ? — Yes, 
I  have  heard  of  instances. 

489.  Suppose  a  man  did  not  trade  under  the  old 
name,  under  this  Act  he  would  have  to  obtain  a 
new  licence  ? — Yes, 

490.  If  the  name  is  not  changed,  and  the  licence 
is  transferred,  the  Asiatics  are  only  doing  the  same 
as  others  ? — I  cannot  speak  as  to  the  action  of 
other  traders. 

491.  But  your  objection  was  against  trading 
under  the  same  name  ? — No,  that  is  not  my 
objection. 

492.  Take  the  case  of  the  white  trader,  he  trades 
in  the  name  of  a  partnership;  perhaps  there  are 
several  partners  ? — But  that  is  all  right,  that  is  a 
trade  name. 

493.  But  you  would  not  allow  the  Asiatics  to 
trade  in  this  manner  ? — 

494.  You  think  the  law  should  be  altered  in  this 
respect  V — Yes,  in  that  respect. 

495.  But  take  B.  Lawrence  &  Co.,  how  many  of 
the  original  partners  are  there  in  that  firm  ? — Xo, 
•it  is  a  limited  Company. 

496.  It  has  been  turned  into  a  limited  Company? 
— Yes,  for  the  past  six  years. 

497.  But  there  are  firms  where  the  firms  trade 
under  the  name  of  persons  not  in  the  firm  ? — Yes. 

•  498.  I  understood  von  to  say  that  you  were  not 
prepared  to  go  back  to  the  old  system,  it  is  not  an 
old  system  at  all,  the  Magistrate  has  not  issued 
licences  in  the  past '.-' — No,  it  is  not  an  old  system. 

499.  The  old  system  was  going  to  the  Post  Office  ? 
—Yes. 

500.  Supposing   that    it   was   decided    that    the 


COMMITTEE    OX    ASIATIC    GRIEVANCES.  59 

Magistrate   should    require   a   sanitary  certificate    &  Jfc^ 
from  the  Municipal  authorities  that  the  premises        _ 
were  in  sanitary  condition  and  a  report  from  the  Aug.21,1.- «. 
police  that  the  man  applying  had  not  been  con- 
victed of  any  offence.     If  the  man  had  these  two 
certificates  you  would  not  allow   him  to  trade  ?— 
Yes,  I  would. 

501.  When  the  landlords  in  the  Municipality 
have  AToted  against  ? — Yes. 

502.  Take  the  hawker's  licences  ? — They  are  not 
cases  for  landlords. 

Mr.  Vahed  Rehmoo,  examined. 

508.  Chairman.']  You   live   at  157.  Loop  street,       m*. 
Cape  Town  ? — Yes.  — 

504.  Do  you  complain  about  the  working  of  the  Aug.  21. 1 
Immigration  Act  ? — Xo,  I  do  not  comnlain  about 

the  Immigration  Act. 

505.  Do  you  complain  about  the  licences  being 
refused  to  Indians  ? — Yes. 

506.  AVhat  licences  '? — About  hawkers'  licences. 

507.  Well  what  is  your  complaint  with  respect 
to  hawkers'  licences,  like  the  Wynberg  Divisional 
Licences  ? — They  refused  me  a  licence. 

508.  On  what  grounds  were  you  refused  ? — My 
brother  was  refused,  so  I  knew  it  would  be  no 
good  for  me  to  apply.  I  was  refused  also  at  Stel- 
lenbosch. 

509.  Do  you  know  why  the  licence  was  refused, 
was  it  because  you  were  an  Indian,  or  because 
licences  are  being  refused  to  all  hawkers  ? — I  made 
application  to  the  Divisional  Council  in  Stellen- 
bosch  :  they  refused  me.  but  they  granted  licences 
to  white  men.  also  in  Wynberg  lots  of  Indians 
made  application  but  they  would  not  grant 
licences  to  Indians. 

510.  Did  they  also  refuse  any  white  men  ? — Yes. 
There  were  some  refused  to  white  men  also,  at 
least  I  heard  something  about  it. 

511.  Do  you  know  that  farmers  and  other  people 
have  made  objections  to  hawkers  coming  to  their 
places  ? — Xo,  I  don't  know  about  that. 
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v  T}Mh*  '^^  ^i '  Withins7iaw.      Have  you  no  knowledge 

!_mi      that    hawkers*    licences     were     not     granted     at 
Aug.  21, 1908.  Wynberg  to  anybody  ?— No,  I  do  not  know  that. 

513.  As  a  matter  of  fact  no  licences  have  been 
granted  at  Wynberg  to  Indians  or  Europeans,  that 
is.  hawkers'  licences  ? — I  know  no  Indians  had 
licences  granted,  but  I  heard  some  white  men  had 
licences  granted. 

514.  You  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that  no 
hawkers'  licences  were  granted  at  Wynberg  ? — Yes, 
i  am  surprised. 

515.  Chairman.~\  Is  there  anything  you  would 
like  to  say  ? — Yes,  I  complain  about  the  hawkers' 
licences,  because  they  are  granted  to  white  men 
and  not  to  me.  At  Stellenbosch.  the  members  of 
the  Divisional  Council  said  "  we  are  not  going  to 
give  any  licences,"  and  they  gave  white  men 
licences  and  did  not  give  a  licence  to  me. 

516.  And  they  gave  you  no  reason? — No,  they 
said  to  my  lawyer  "  we  are  not  going  to  give  any 
more  licences." 


Monday.  24th  August,  1908. 


PFiESEXT 


Mr.  Powell  (Chairman). 


Dr.  Murray. 

Mr.  Lun die. 


Mr.  Withinshaw 

Mr.  Hellier. 


Mr.  George  S.  Ferguson,  examined. 

Mr.  g.  s.        517.  Chairman.']    Your    business    is    that    of    a 
Ferguson,    general  dealer? — Yes. 
Aug. 24, 1908.      518.  "Where    is    your    business    situated?  —  At 
Rondebosch. 

519.  I  may  tell  you  that  we  have  had  several 
Indian  witnesses,  and  they  say  that  the  public 
authorities  refuse  to  give  them  licences  under  the 
General  Dealers'  Act,  and  they  allege  that  the 
authorities  do  so  merely  because  the  applicants 
are  Indians.     What  generally  have  you  to  say  to 
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the  complaint? — Well,  tlio  General   Dealers'  Act,    mt.g.8. 

to  my  mind,  was  formed  with  the  idea  of  endea-  ert^° 
vouring  to  keep  the  white  traders  in  the  country  Auk-24<19u8- 
in  the  business  in  which  they  were  engaged.  I 
have  arrived  at  that  conclusion  from  this  fact, that 
to-day  the  white  traders  have  no  possible  chance 
of  competing  against  the  Indians.  Undoubtedly 
the  issue  of  licences  has  been  restrained  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  but  to  my  mind,  if  we  are  to  save  the 
country,  such  a  restriction  is  absolutely  necessary. 
I  gave  Mr.  Hellier  a  letter  which  I  also  sub- 
mitted to  Mr.  Wood,  of  Messrs.  R.  Wilson,  Son 
&  Co.,  a  wholesale  Cape  Town  firm,  and  asked 
him  to  put  on  it,  opposite  the  various  items 
enumerated,  their  wholesale  prices.  These  prices 
will  convince  you  that  it  is  absolutely  impossible 
for  me.  with  a  wife  and  children,  to  keep  up  the 
establishment  I  have,  and  I  run  it  as  economically 
as  I  can.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  compete  with 
this  Indian  who  lives  opposite  me.  I  may  say 
that  the  effect  of  the  starting  by  this  Indian  of  a 
shop  opposite  me  has  been,  that  when  my  man 
passed  the  shop  last  Saturday — when  this  man 
started — his  place  was  crammed  with  people,  and 
he  had  three  assistants  serving.  My  sales  went  down 
at  least  £4  on  the  Saturday's  takings,  whether  due 
to  this  competition  or  not. 

520.  I  have  here  a  price-list  from  this  Indian 
shop  at  Eondeboseh,  will  you  kindly  go  through 
it  and  give  some  salient  instances  of  the  [ndians  ;it 
this  place  selling  under  wholesale  prices  ?— "Well, 
sugar  is  sold  at  the  present  wholesale  cost,  thai 
that  is  20s.  per  cwt..  and  it  is  sold  at  this  place 
at  5  lbs.  for  Is. 

521.  Mr.  Lundie.  A  man  buying  a  pocket  of 
sugar  and  selling  out  in  5  lbs.  weights  must  lose 
considerably  on  the  weight  as  well  as  on  the  price? 
— Yes,I  think  it  works  out  that  the  Australian  sugar 
comes  here  in  bags  of  70  lbs.  gross, but  taking  the 
shrinkage  you  will  not  come  out  on  the  weight  of 
a  bag  of*  sugar  at  70  lbs.  gross,  that  is  the  bag 
of  sugar  will  not  turn  out  at  70  lbs.,  and  when  we 
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Mr.  g.  s.    sell  it  wo  reckon  we  lose  in  the  draft  of  the  scale 

Ferguson.     g  Qr  3  ^  ^^ 

Aug. 24, 1908.  522.  Chairman.']  So  he  is  actually  selling  at 
a  loss? — Yes.  Yellow  sugar  is  sold  by  this 
man  at  16s.  8d.  per  100  lbs.  and  the  cost  to  him 
is  19s.  per  100  lbs.,  White  Rose  Oil  is  sold  at 
8s.  7d.  a  case  and  the  cost  is  8s.  8d.  per  case, 
less  3d.  per  case  rebate  in  6  months,  that  is  the 
oil  rebate,  on  the  actual  cost  of  what  he  has  paid 
to- da}7,  and  if  he  does  not  stay  in  business  for 
six  months  he  wTill  lose  that  3d.  rebate.  The 
actual  cost  to  him  to-day  is  8s.  8d.,  and  he  is  selling 
it  at  8s.  7cl.,  candles  he  has  put  down  at  4Jd.  and  the 
wholesale  price  is  4|d.,  other  candles  are  priced  at 
5Jd.  and  the  wholesale  cost  is  5Jd.,  these  two  items 
are  subject  to  5  per  cent,  discount  on  the  whole- 
sale prices.  Nectar  Tea  costs  Is.  7d.  per  lb.  wholesale 
and  is  sold  by  this  man  at  Is.  8d.  per  lb.  Sunlight 
soap  costs  8d.  per  box  wholesale  and  is  sold  at  8Jd. 
per  b©x,  brown  soaps  are  sold  at  cost  price,  it  costs 
2d.  per  bar  wholesale  and  is  sold  at  2d.  to  2Jd.  As  to 
blue  soaps  this  merchant  apparently  does  not  keep 
the  cheap  blue  soap  but  1  may  say  that  the 
imported  blue  soap  we  cannot  sell  at  present  at 
less  than  4Jd.,  to  make  a  Jd.  a  bar,  and  there 
is  very  little  difference  on  the  price  of 
Colonial  blue  soap.  Saunders,  Cape  Town, 
makes  this  blue  soap,  and  I  think  the  dif- 
ference between  it  and  the  imported  article  is 
6d.  per  100  lbs.,  so  that  at  3d.  and  3^d.,  the  very 
cheapest  soap  he  could  get  would  be  sold  at  a 
slight  loss.  The  wholesale  price  of  milk  is  5d.  per 
tin,  and  it  is  sold  at  5d.  per  tin.  Natal  beans  cost 
3jd.  per  pound,  and  are  sold  at  3d.  per  pound. 
One-pound  tins  of  jam  cost  4Jd.,  and  are  sold  at 
5d.,  two-pound  tins  of  jam  are  sold  at  7d.  and  cost 
ti^d.  I  would  like  to  mention  tiger  oats,  which 
come  from  Moorreesburg  and  are  sold  by  this  man 
at  5Jd. ;  it  costs  5Jd.  That  is  a  Colonial  product, 
and  I  wish  to  point  out  that  we  are  not  keen  on 
handling  it,  because  if  these  men  are  going  to  sell 
at  cost  or  undercost  it  will  be  far  better  to  leave  it 
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alone  and  take  up  some  other  line  which  is  going    Mr-  <*■  s. 

,  ha  Feremson. 

to  show  us  some  pront.  — 

523.  Are  there  any  other  salient  items  ? — No.  I  Au?- 24< 1908- 
think  not. 

524.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  ability  of  your 
Indian  competitor  to  sell  at  these  unrcmunerativr 
prices  ? — Well,  my  assistant,  who  is  a  good  man  in 
the  trade  and  served  his  apprenticeship  at  the  trade, 
I  am  paying  £10  a  month.  I  pay  a  young  man  learn- 
ing the  business  a  salary  of  £3  per  month  during 
his  term  of  apprenticeship  for  two  years,  and  I 
draw  myself  sufficient  to  live  and  keep  my  family. 
I  pay  my  taxes  and  educate  my  children.  I  have 
three  sons  who  are  going  to  school,  and  take  money 
from  mv  business  for  that,  and  if  I  have  to  com- 
pete  with  a  man  who  has  neither  wife  or  children 
or  assistants,  and  the  upkeep  of  his  establishment, 
as  compared  to  mine,  is  only  a  trifle  ;  I  say  I  can- 
not go  on  competing. 

o2o.  Without  any  reference  to  this  particular 
store,  do  you  think  that  Indians  generally  are 
given  to  taking  refuge  in  short  weight  ? — Well,  we 
continually  have  cases  coming  before  our  Associa- 
tion.  and  we  have  a  memorandum  on  our  minutes 
that  we  have  informed  the  police. 

326.  Do  you  know  if  any  action  was  taken  in 
consequence  of  your  moving  in  the  matter? — Xo, 
I  do  not  know.  Of  course,  in  going  through  this 
list,  I  would  point  out  that  25  per  cent,  of  the  stuff 
in  it  is  stuff  to  be  weighed  and  75  per  cent,  is  stuff 
not  to  be  weighed,  so  that  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  make  up  by  short  weight:  in  candles,  for 
instance,  which  are  sold  in  sealed  packets  and 
sold  with  the  seals  unbroken,  there  is  no  suspicion 
of  short  weight. 

527.  Then  you  attribute  the  ability  of  these  men 
to  compete,  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  their  condi- 
tions and  standard  of  living  are  below  what  you, 
as  a  European,  have  to  maintain  ? — Yes. 

528.  Do  von  think  there  is  anything  in  the 
allegation  of  overcrowding  and  unsanitary  condi- 
tions anions:  Indians — amongst  Indian  traders  ? — 
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Mr.  g.  s.  i  believe  they  endeavour  to  get  the  cheapest 
srguson.  2iar^our  they  can  for  a  shop,  and  I  think  that  is 
Aug.  24, 1908.  proved  by  the  way  the  Municipalities  have  cleared 
some  of  them  out,  owing  to  the  unsanitary  condition 
of  the  premises.  Next  door  to  me  there  is  one  of 
those  men  who  has  for  a  shop  a  building  that  used 
to  be  used  for  some  sort  of  a  stable.  I  will  say 
this  that  he  keeps  his  shop  fairly  clean  for  an 
Indian,  but,  although  I  have  not  seen  it,  I  hear 
from  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  that  they 
see  dozens  of  Indians  coming  out  of  this  place  in 
the  morning. 

529.  With  regard  to  Indians  would  you  be  pre- 
pared to  see  any  difference  made  between  those  in 
the  country  before  the  passing  of  the  Immigration 
Act  of  1906  and  those  who  subsequently  arrived, 
would  you  make  any  difference  in  the  treatment 
of  the  two  classes  of  Indians  ? — I  may  say  for 
myself.  I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  lot  of  them,  I 
cannot  see  how  I  can  go  on. 

530.  Mr.  Lundie.']  Have  you  any  idea,  what 
amount  of  average  business  those  Indian  shops 
do  ? — No,  I  have  not,  but  some  12  or  18  months  ago 
I  went  into  the  store  of  a  Mr.  Hambridge,  Cape 
Town,  and  he  would  do  no  Indian  trade.  We  were 
talking  on  the  Indian  question  and  ho  said  that 
he  had  been  at  some  trouble  to  get  statistics  and 
he  considered  that  there  were  4,000  Licences 
granted  to  coolies  as  General  Dealers  throughout 
the  Peninsula,  Cape  Town  Division,  and  putting  it 
down  on  paper  he  calculated  that  if  each  of  these 
dealers  was  taking  £40  a  month,  which  is  a  low 
average  for  any  shop,  and  we  multiply  it  by  the 
total  number  of  shops  it  gave  an  enormous  sum 
(£160,000)  lost  to  the  white  traders,  not  only 
the  retail  traders  but  the  wholesale  traders, 
as  well,  and  in  consequence  o£  merchants  not 
giving  credit  to  Indians,  and  not  doing  the  Indian 
business,  several  of  them  have  had  to  give  up 
because  their  trade  was  so  much  restricted.  I 
think  that  is  the  general  experience.  With  regard 
to  my  own  district,  I  may  say  that  there  are  five 
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white  dealers  in  Rondebosch  in  the  grocery  and    Mr.  g.  b. 
provision   line,    and    we   have    23   Indians,   and  I  "B0.^ 

think  that  if  some  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Com-  Aug.24, 1908. 
mittee  would  accompany  one  of  ns  round  the 
Woodstock  and  Salt  River  district  they  would  see 
the  state  of  things.  I  think  it  is  a  standing  dis- 
grace that  in  a  white  community  we  have  this  con- 
dition  of  affairs.  At  the  presenl  time  I  do  not 
think  we  have  a  dozen  white  traders  in  the 
suburbs  who  are  paying  their  way. 

531.  So  you  think  instead  of  the  Asiatic  trader 
having  a  grievance  it  is  the  white  traders  who 
have  cause  to  complain  ? — Yes.  In  the  last  month 
four  white  dealers  have  gone  bankrupt,  and  if  we 
got  to  the  bottom  of  it  and  ascertained  the  cause 
it  would  be  found  to  be  the  competition  of  these 
men  that  had  ruined  them.  I  am  Vice-President 
of  the  Grocers'  Association,  and   I   have  particu- 

larly  in  my  mind  the  case  of  Mr. >,  who 

was  in  business  in  one  of  the  smaller  streets  in 
Cape  Town.      An  Indian  came  and    took  a  shop 

opposite    and    began    to   compete.       Mr. 

endeavoured  to  compete  with  him.  I  met  him 
last  on  the  new  liner  'Pericles  "  going  to  Australia, 
and  his  reason  for  going  was  that  lie  had  to  clear 
out.  The  Indian  had  made  it  absolutely  too  hot 
for  him. 

532.  Mr.  Hellier.]  How  long  have  you  been  in 
business  in  Rondebosch  ?     Seven  years. 

533.  And  before  that  were  you  in  the  Peninsula  ? 
— Yes,  I  was  in  Wynberg.  I  was.  however,  for  a 
time  in  Pretoria. 

534.  How  long  have  you  been  in  business  one 
way  and  another  in  the  Peninsula  ? — I  was  in 
Wynberg  from  1892  to  1897.  five  years,  and  now 
seven  years  in  Rondebosch. 

535.  Durinir  these  12  years  would  vou  say  the 
European  traders  have •  decreased ? — They  have 
decreased  considerably.  I  have1  some  statistics  in 
my  possession. 

536.  Will  you  please  let  us  have  them  ? — Yes  ;  it 
occurs  in  our  annual  report  and  the  paragraph  is 

[A.  16— '08.]    Asiatic  Grievances.  T 
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Mr.  g.  s.  as  follows  : — "  It  would  be  of  interest  to  know  that 
ergusoi  ^e  statistics  of  General  Dealers'  Licences  issued 
Aug.  24,  i9d8.  in  the  Cape  Peninsula  in  the  years  1897  to  1905 
have  been  obtained  by  your  President  and  that 
the  figures  are  1897,  Asiatics,  137.  Europeans,  1615  ; 
1905,  Asiatics,  714,  Europeans,  3,675  ;  which  you 
will  observe  is  an  increase  for  Asiatics  of  some  5J 
times  and  Europeans  all  trades  2J  times." 

537.  You  said  just  now  that  the  calculation  as 
to  the  amount  lost  to  European  traders  monthly 
was  based  on  an  average  turnover  of  £40  per 
month  ? — I  gave  that  as  a  rough  figure,  as  a  shop 
could  hardly  be  kept  open  unless  it  did  £40  a 
month. 

538.  In  your  opinion  would  it  not  be  more  than 
£40  a  month  ? — I  put  it  low  to  be  within  the 
mark,  but  most  assuredly  at  the  present  time  it  is 
much  more  than  that. 

539.  Would  many  of  them  do  £100  per  month  ? 
— Oh,  yes,  many. 

540.  About  what  rent  would  that  man  pay  who 
is  now  competing  with  you  ? — About  £2. 

541.  If  a  man  sold  £100  a  month  at  the  present 
scale  of  profits,  what  would  be  his  profits,  would 
he  make  5  per  cent.  ? — He  would  make  5  per 
cent,  on  some  of  the  items. 

542.  Five  per  cent,  would  be  the  outside  ? — He 
would  not  make  it,  he  would  make  his  profit 
out  of  his  creditors  ;  he  has  to  pay  £2  rent  and 
then  there  is  assistance  and  living. 

543.  The  profit  docs  not  cover  the  expenses 
unless  he  has  some  extraordinary  ways  of  getting 
his  goods,  and  you  don't  think  that  possible  ? — No. 

544.  And  you  said  that  so  many  of  the  goods 
were  sold  in  packages  that  there  was  very  little 
made  up  by  short  weight  ? — Yes. 

545.  Mr.  Withinshaw.']  With  regard  to  supplying 
these  Indian  traders,  how  do  they  get  hold  of 
their  goods  for  sale,  who  supplies  them  ? — I  am 
not  in  a  condition  to  say,  but  I  suppose  the  whole- 
sale merchants  in  town. 
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546.  Do  they  pay  cm sli  for  their  goods  or  obtain    -M< -,; •  s. 
credit  ? — That  I  cannot  say.  Fer~L 

547.  Does  it  not  seem  to  you  that  if  a   man   has  Aus- 2± 1908- 
obtained  goods  and  sells  at  these  prices  that  sooner 

or  later  he  must  become  insolvent  ? — That  is  what 
happens,  and  they  seem  to  crop  up  continually. 

548.  Would  it  not  be  possible  for  the  white 
traders  to  combine  and  scop  the  wholesale  mer- 
chants dealing  with  the  Asiatics  ? — The  white 
trade  is  so  restricted,  at  present  the  Indian  trader 
is  in  the  proportion  now  to  the  white  trader  of  10 
to  1.  so  that  if  the  white  merchant  says.  "  I  won't 
have  anything  more  to  do  with  coolies."  I  think 
the  most  of  the  merchants  would  have  to  close  up. 
because  I  see  no  avenues  for  their  merchandise. 

549.  So  it  comes  to  this,  that  the  Indian,  from  his 
habits,  can  compete  to  the  detriment  of  the  white 
man,  can  live  at  less  expense  and  that  the  white 
man  cannot  possibly  compete  against  him  ? — Yes. 
that  is  so. 

550.  Mr.  Hellier.~\  Do  you  know  if  there  are  any 
Indian  merchants  in  Cape  Town,  similar  to  the 
ones  in  Xatal.  who  import  goods,  and  do  a  mer- 
chant's trade? — Xo.  I  don't  know  of  any. 

551.  Chairman.]  The  Indians  state  that  except  in 
Cape  Town  they  cannot  obtain  licences  at  all. 
That  statement  then  is  not  to  be  reconciled  with 
your  statement  that  Indian  traders  are  to  he  Hound 
in  very  great  numbers  outside  Cape  Town  ? — 
There  are  large  numbers,  the  way  that  I  under- 
stand is  that  a  man  is  licensed  and  occupies 
a  shop  and  another  Indian  comes  along  and 
the  licence  is  handed  over  to  him.  We  may 
take  it  that  John  Jones  has  a  licence,  he  gives  up 
his  shop  and  another  Indian  comes  along  and  the 
licence  is  handed  over  to  him. 

552.  This  man  you  have  been  -peaking 
about,  and  who  has  now  a  shop  at  Rondebosch, 
has  moA^ed  from  some  other  locality? — Y"es,  this 
man  moved  from  Plumstead. 

553.  Mr.  Lundie.]  It  would  not  be  possible  for 
many  of  these   Indians   to  pick   up  considerable 
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Mr.  g.  s.  quantities  of  their  requirements  at,  say  auction 
Ferguson.  saies  ? — It  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  run 
lug. 24, 1908.  a  business  on  picking  up  goods  at  auction  sales. 
With  regard  to  my  experience  1  might  say  that  I 
went  into  business  with  my  uncle  and  went  as  a 
traveller.  I  had  to  do  Newlands  and  Claremont 
up  to  Mowbray.  My  uncle  used  to  do  the  whole- 
sale business,  and  in  those  days  we  called  upon 
small  dealers  who  bought  considerably  from  us 
and  from  whom  we  had  no  difficulty  in  getting 
our  money  at  the  beginning  of  each  month,  that 
class  of  shopkeeper  is  now  gone,  and  in  that  part 
where  I  used  to  go  round  in  1906-7  the  shops  are 
now  entirely  occupied  by  Indians.  The  class  of 
people  who  kept  those  shops  in  the  old  days  were 
Africanders  and  widows  who  had  a  couple  of 
hundred  pounds  and  were  able  to  educate  their 
children  and  make  a  living  ;  that  class  has  gone. 
With  regard  to  the  price  list  I  may  say  that  all 
Indians'  price  lists  are  on  the  same  basis,  and  this  is 
on  the  same  basis  as  hundreds  more  that  we  could 
produce.  With  regard  to  the  cheapness  of  the 
goods,  in  those  days  we  used  to  put  up  penny- 
worths of  goods  and  sell  them  to  coloured  people. 
1  think  it  has  been  said  that  a  white  dealer  will 
not  sell  small  quantities  of  goods,  in  those  days  we 
used  to  spend  Friday  evening  in  putting  up  penny- 
worths of  goods  for  poor  people,  this  has  entirely 
disappeared  now  because  of  the  Indian,  but  Ave 
used  to  do  that  trade  and  do  a  great  deal  of  it,  and 
it  was  a  trade  that  paid  us  better  very  often,  for  by 
selling  by  pennyworth's  we  got  more  in  the  long 
run  than  through  selling  by  the  pounds. 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Griffiths,  examined. 
Mri'.i:         554.   Chairman.!  What  is  vour  business  ? — lam 

l.nffith-.  -1-1-1 

a  general  dealer. 
Aug.24,i908.      555    What  is  your  address ?— 2(35.    Long   Street. 

Cape  Town. 

556.    You  have  heard  Mr.  Ferguson's  evidence,. 
is  there  anything  you  would  like  to  add  to  it  on 
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your  own  account  ? — One  question  occurred  to  me    JJjj-^g" 
as  to  short  weight  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  an        — 
instance  for  a  prosecution.     I  can  supply  a  case — Aug.24,1908. 
there  was  an  Indian  in  Long  Street   recently  fined 
for  giving  short  weight. 

557.  In  cases  where  your  association  knows  of 
any  instance  of  short  weight  do  you  take  steps  to 
bring  the  parties  to  justice  ? — As  an  association  we 
have  done  nothing,  but  this  was  a  prosecution  by 
a  private  trader  on  the  other  side  of  the  street  who 
obtained  the  goods  and  then  got  a  policeman. 

558.  Have  you  any  special  knowledge  of  the 
way  in  which  Indians  carry  on  their  business,  or 
their  standard  of  living  and  so  forth  ? — I  know 
their  standard  of  living  is  much  below  that  of 
Europeans  and  their  obligations  are  very  much 
less,  generally  speaking  I  do  not  regard  them  as 
good  citizens  inasmuch  as  that  they  are  here  alone, 
and  their  families,  if  they  have  any.  and  their 
wives,   are   awav   and   the    monev   they   earn   or 

*j  *■'  * 

defraud   the   traders   out   of   is  not  spent  in  tile 
colony. 

559.  Mr.  Lundie.]  You  think  that  any  advantage 
which  the  poorer  part  of  the  community  derive 
through  being  able  to  obtain  their  necessaries  of 
life  a  little  cheaper  from  the  Indian  trader.  is  very 
much  outweighed  by  the  disadvantages  entailed 
upon  the  white  trader? — I  don't  think  the  poor 
people  get  any  advantage  by  dealing  with  the 
Indians,  because  they  buy  in  such  small  quantities 
that  the  astute  Indian  makes  them  believe  they 
are  getting  things  cheaper  when  they  arc  paying 
dearer. 

559a.  But  even  supposing  there  was  some  little 
advantage,  that  advantage  would  be  so  small  that 
the  fact  that  it  shuts  outthe  respectable  white  trader 
is  a  much  more  serious  thing  to  the  general  com- 
munity, than  any  little  bit  of  advantage  which  the 
excessively  poor  might  have  ? — It  works  out  much 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  respectable  citizen. 

560.  Mr.  Withinshaw."]  Have  you  found  that 
when  complaints  have   been    made   to   the   police 
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Mr.  c.  e.    that  they  would  take  up  the  cases  ? — In  the  par- 
ticular case  I  mentioned  it  was  so,  but  in  this  case 
Aug-.  2i;  1908.  the  white  trader  volunteered  2s.  6d.  a  week  to  pay 
for  the  police  purchases  from  this  shop,  and  even 
then  the  police  did  not  work  it  up. 

561.  So  that  it  depends  upon  the  initiative  of 
the  private  person  ? — Yes. 

562.  Would  you  make  a  distinction  in  favour 
of  Indians  who  conduct  their  shops  respectably  ? 
— I  am  not  opposed  to  granting  licences,  at  all. 

563.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  Municipal  Act  of 
1906  which  places  the  granting  of  licences  in  the 
hands  of  the  Municipality  ? — I  think  it  is  to  the 
advantage  of  the  community  that  the  Municipa- 
lities should  have  the  power,  but  I  think  the  Act 
is  weak  in  being  permissive  instead  of  compulsory 
in  the  matter  of  closing. 

564.  You  think  the  closing  should  be  earlier 
than  it  is  ? — Yes,  and  I  think  that  instead  of  the 
Council  having  the  power  of  regulating  the  hours, 
they  should  fix  them,  the  Act  says  "  the  Council 
may  "  it  should  be  "  the  Council  shall." 

565.  Chairman.']  The  Cape  Town  Council  have 
refused  to  put  the  Act  in  force  ? — Yes. 

566.  Dr.  Murray.]  Would  you  be  in  favour  of 
the  granting  of  licences  through  the  Magistrate  ? — 
No,  I  think  it  is  better  through  the  Municipalities, 

'  the  Magistrate  has  a  wider  jurisdiction,  and  is  not 
so  much  in  touch  with  the  locality  as  the  muni- 
cipal body. 

567.  Chairman.]  Is  there  anything  vou  desire 
to  add  ? — Broadly  speaking,  I  would  advocate 
stringent  sanitary  conditions,  and  I  would  not 
allow  places  to  be  granted  licences  unless  they 
had  proper  conveniences.  I  would  control  the 
hours  of  closing,  enforce  sanitary  laws  and  the 
"  Weights  and  Measures  Act,"  and  new  licences 
should  have  the  nationality  declared,  as  affording 
a  better  register  of  statistics.  I  may  also  allude  to 
the  Kimberley  case  decision,  where  a  man  was 
prosecuted  for  keeping  his  shop  open  during 
prohibited  hours  ;   he  was  convicted,  but  the  de- 
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cision  was  reversed  on  appeal,  and  now  people  My.  c  E 
who  used  to  take  out  a  general  dealer's  licence 
only  take  out  a  mineral  water  licence,  and  keep  Au&-  24> 190B- 
open  beyond  the  hours  allowed  by  the  "  General 
Dealers'  Act."  It  has  been  said  this  man  at  Ronde- 
bosch  will  probably  withdraw  his  list,  but  my 
experience  is  they  do  not  withdraw  the  lists — they 
sell  at  practically  the  same  prices  ;  they  may  raise 
some  items. but  the  general  experience  is  that  they 
continue  to  sell  until  they  finish  unless  some  com- 
pulsion is  brought  to  bear,  as  we  understand  i^ 
being  the  case  here.  I  think  I  am  borne  out  in 
this  by  the  continual  advertisements  outside  the 
shops  ;  outside  any  Indian  shop  you  pass  to-day 
you  see  the  prices  up.  and  they  are  the  same  as 
this  Indian  is  selling  at  to-day. 


Mi 


Mr.  Alexander  Phillips,,  examined. 

568.  Chairman.]  What  is  your  business  ? — 1  am 
Manager   for   Messrs.    Searight   &    Co..   Ld.,   Cape 

Town.  Au- 2i- l908- 

569.  Have  you  anything  you  wish  to  convey  to 
the  Committee  ? — Yes.  in  the  first  place  I  should 
like  to  explain  this  Indian  price  list.  We  have 
been  supplying  this  Indian  for  two  years  or  more. 
I  cannot  remember  now.  He  has  a  place  of  busi- 
ness at  Plum  stead  and  I  think  one  at  Claremont. 
and  he  opened  this  place  at  Rondebosch  last  month. 
We  are  supplying  the  goods  at  prices  higher  than 
are  on  this  list.  I  had  another  list  and  I  had 
put  the  prices  down  on  it,  but  I  gave  it  to  our 
traveller  who  is  seeing  this  man  to-dav  about  it. 
The  Indian  has  opened  tins  shop  and  this  is  simply 
making  a  bid  for  the  trade,  he  is  prepared  to  lose 
£10  to  £20  for  a  start.  I  do  not  want  the  Com- 
mittee to  think  we  are  not  going  to  be  paid,  he  is 
a  good  Indian  and  he  will  pay  us,  there  is  no  mis- 
take about  that,  he  will  not  go  bankrupt. 

570.  How  do  you  suggest  he  will  live? — Oh.  he 
will  live  and  remit  money  to  India,  he  will  lose 
£10  this  month  but  he  will  soon  withdraw  that 
circular,  perhaps  he  has  withdrawn  it  now. 
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a  philips       ?71,  And    then   he    wil1    charge    the    ordinary 
....;  ,_        prices  ? — Yes,   oh   yes,    there    is    another   Indian 
Aug.24,i!»os.  q^e  close  to  him  ;  he  will  run  on  ordinary  lines 
after. 

572.  Do  you  say  there  is  nothing  in  the  com- 
plaint that  there  is  underselling  ?— There  is  under- 
selling there  ;  hut,  apart  from  that,  I  think  the 
Indians  do  undersell  the  white  traders. 

573.  To  what  do  you  attribute  his  ability  to  un- 
dersell ?— Well,  he  comes  here  with  one  intention, 
he  comes  to  make  money  to  improve  his  position 
in  India,  he  goes  on  remitting  money  and  lives 
here  at  very  little  cost  and  denies  himself  many 
things  and  the  result  is  he  is  able  to  make  money 
and  undercut  the  European  trader. 

574.  Mr.  Lundie.]  Do  you  think  it  is  to  the 
advantage  of  the  white  community  in  South  Africa 
that  the  Indian  trader  should  be  encouraged? — 
No,  I  have  always  said  it  was  not  a  question  for 
me  and  my  friends  here,  it  is  a  question  for  the 
people  of  the  country.  These  Indians  come  here 
merely  as  blood  suckers,  it  is  a  vulgar  term  but 
true.  It  is  their  sole  intention,  I  have  had  10 
years'  experience  and  I  have  seen  them  come  and 
go  and  some  come  back  after  a  year  or  two  but 
that  is  their  whole  ambition  to  improve  their 
position  in  India.  They  want  to  be  able  to  buy 
bazaars  ;  that  is  why  they  come  here  and  not  as 
colonists  to  settle  and  live  in  the  country. 

575.  Mr.  Withinshaw.]  You  say  these  Indian 
traders  undersell  continually,  how  can  he  then 
make  money  ? — I  said,  as  a  "general  rule,  I  think 
he  does  undercut  in  some  lines,  he  won't  do  it 
continually  in  every  line,  but  he  will  quote  sugar 
one  day  cheaper  than  his  neighbour  and  probably 
make  it  up  on  something  else.  There  is  a  certain 
amount  of  cutting  going  on,  but  I  don't  mean  to 
say^that  he  is  always  underselling  the  white  man. 

576.  But  if  he  sells  at  so  low  a  price  how  can  he 
save  and  go  back  a  comparatively  rich  man  ? — 
Well,  he  does  not  pay  the  same  rent,  and  his  cost 
of  living  is  very  much  less. 
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577.  You  say  an  Indian  can  obtain  a  shop  at  a       Mr- 
less  price  than  a  European  ? — Yes.  as  a  rule.     He        _L  p9, 
does  not  bid  for  the  same  class  of  trade,  he  goes  in  au-.  24,1908. 
for  a  less  showy  trade. 

578.  It  has  not  been  your  experience  then  that 
an  Indian  pays  less  rent  than  a  European  would 
have  to  pay  for  a  similar  shop? — Oh.no.  If  an 
Indian  wants  a  stand  he  does  not  even  mind 
paying  a  little  more  than  a  European. 

579.  Then  you  mean  an  Indian  does  not  spend 
so  much  on  food  and  clothes,  and  therefore  he  is 
able  to  sell  lower,  he  is  no  good  to  the  general 
community  ? — That's  it.  He  has  no  wife  and 
family  here,  and  if  any  monev  comes  his  wife  is  in 
India  and  he  remits  money  there. 

580.  Have  you  any  experience  as  to  Indians 
giving  short  weight  in  goods  ? — No  ;  that  has  not 
come  under  my  experience. 

581.  Has  your  firm  found  it  on  the  whole  profit- 
able to  deal  with  Indians  ? — Yes. 

582.  Have  you  had  bad  debts? — Yes.  we  have 
had  bad  debts.  What  I  have  to  complain  about 
the  Indian  is  that  I  have  found  in  my  experience 
it  is  very  seldom  he  will  fail  honestly.  If  he  sec- 
trouble  ahead  he  makes  a  grab  at  what  is  left  ;  he 
sells  his  goods  to  someone  else,  and  yets  out  what 
he  can.  In  a  case  we  had  last  month  it  was  not 
worth  while  slicing  the  man. 

583.  Docs  your  percentage  of  bad  debts  run  as 
good  as  with  the  Europeans  ? — I  must  confess  we 
find  it  pay  ;  we  have  made  it  pay.  I  give  three 
times  as  much  attention  to  their  accounts  as  I  do 
to  those  of  Europeans. 

584.  Are  there  more  insolvencies  amongst  the 
Indians  than  amongst  the  whites?— No;  there 
was  only  about  three  in  the  last  year.  It  is  verj 
seldom  you  get  them  to  fail  honestly.  They  stop  ; 
you  send  to  enquire  the  reason,  and  they  are  gone. 
Men  who  have  been  paying  regularly  year  after 
vear  as  soon  as  they  see  the  end  thev  close  down 
without  warning  and  go. 

585.  Then   although   there   are   few   formal    in- 
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Mr. 


solvencies  and  few  convictions  for  fraud,  there  is 
a.  PMhps.  ft  greftt  deal  Qf  it  ?_0h  yeg 

Aug. 24.  i'.his.  586.  And  are  you  enamoured  with  this  Indian 
trade  ? — As  long  as  they  trade  I  am  going  to  deal 
with  them.  As  long  as  you  allow  them  here  I  am 
going  to  deal  with  them,  because  I  know 
financially  they  are  a  better  proposition  than 
the  whites. 

587.  Do  you  give  them  much  credit  ? — No,  I 
have  them  all  limited  to  their  amounts  and  I 
make  one  go  security  for  the  other  and  I  find  it 
helps. 

588.  How  would  you  look  on  a  movement  to- 
wards a  bovcot  of  the  Indians  by  the  wholesale 
traders  ? — That  they  cannot  do  as  far  as  my 
experience  goes.  The  white  shopkeeper  sees  the 
position  the  merchant  is  in,  we  must  deal  with 
them.  When  I  first  took  up  the  responsibility, 
about  7  vears  ago,  I  did  not  like  dealing  with 
Indians,  I  thought  it  was  infra  dig  and  I  swept 
them  all  off,  but  I  very  soon  found  that  I  had  to 
take  them  up  again.  I  could  not  make  a  living 
out  of  the  white  people  in  this  trade. 

589.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  1906  Act  being 
repealed  ? — No,  it  is  better  than  nothing. 

590.  You  think  it  should  be  more  stringent? — 
Oh,  yes  ;  Parliament  has  never  dealt  honestly 
with  the  Indians,  it  is  a  hypocritical  Act  ;  it  aims 
at  Indians,  but  does  not  do  it  honestly. 

591.  If  this  Act  wiped  out  the  Indian  trader 
would  that  please  you  ? — I  think  the  country 
would  be  better  oft*  if  it  had  no  Indians. 

592.  I  put  in  your  hand  the  price-list  of  the 
Eondebosch  Indian  store  which  has  already  been 
referred  to.  I  understand  you  are  in  a  position  to 
give  us,  not  so  much  the  current  market  rates,  as 
the  prices  actually  paid  by  this  dealer,  will  you  go 
over  the  list  and  give  us  instances  ? — I  have  another 
copy  of  the  list.  I  prefer,  with  your  permission,  to 
take  it  with  me  and  insert  in  it  the  actual  prices,  and 
send  it  to  you.  I  could  give  you  now  what  I  think 
the  prices  are,  but  I  prefer  to  give  the  original 
prices. 
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Mr.  William  L.  Wood,  examined. 

593.  Chairman.']     What  are  you? — I  am  manager  u  {M[Xni 
for  Messrs.  R.  Wilson,  Son  &  Co.,  Ltd.  —  ° 

594.  Do  you  agree  with  the  evidence  generally  of  Au»-M  l;" 
the  previous  witnesses? — I  cannot  say  I  agree  on  all 
points  with  Mr.  Phillips.     I  quite  agree  when  he 

says  the  legislation  has  been  hypocritical.  I 
would  far  rather  see  an  open  fight  against  the 
Indian  trading  question,  but  I  also  see  the 
difficulty  against  that,  so  we  are  left  with  the  only 
possible  substitute,  which  is  to  Legislate  for  all  but 
aimed  at  them,  that  is  by  legislating  for  all  so 
that  it  falls  easy  on  the  white  trader  and  hard  on 
the  Indian  trader.  I  would  far  rather  see  an  Act 
brought  in  to  stop  Indian  trading  altogether, 
because  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  it  is  doing  an 
enormous  deal  of  harm.  I  have  had  an  experience 
extending  over  ten  years,  and  I  must  congratulate 
Mr.  Phillips  on  having  so  few  losses  with  Indians 
compared  with  what  other  people  have  had.  I 
must  say  I  had  previous  experience  with  another 
wholesale  firm  and  we  lost  heavily,  and  that 
is  the  experience  of  others.  At  the  same  time 
Mr.  Phillips  says  they  have  laid  themselves  out 
for  the  trade  to  make  sufficient  to  recompense 
them  for  the  losses  that  they  know  must  conic.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  have  much  to  say  although 
there  is  a  whole  host  to  say  on    il.     It'    you    ask 

■  • 

questions  I  will  give  you  answers  thai  may  satisfy 
you. 

595.  Chairman.']  You  have  heard  the  evidence 
given  as  to  the  Indian  store  at  Rondebosch  ;  did 
you  furnish  the  figures  as  to  tin1  wholesale  prices  ? 
— Yes. 

596.  Mr.  Withinshaw.  Your  experience  has  been 
that  the  Indian  trader  has  wiped  out  the  other 
class  of  white  trader,  the  small  Africander  trader 
and  the  small  Malay  trader;  he  has  wiped  those 
out  by  being  able  to  work  at  ?i  less  cost  than  they. 
Have  you  had  any  experience  as  to  these  Indians 
giving  short   weight'.'' — Yes.  I  have  had   consider- 


<b         MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  BEFORE  THE  SELECT 

w  LMwood  a^^e  exPerience  of  that,  and  I  think  the  Weights 
'  and   Measures   Act,  as   now  on   the   Statute,  has 

Aug.  24, 1908.  become  without  interpretation,  because  there  is  no 
machinery  for  rinding  out  if  those  people  sell 
short  weight  or  not,  but  although  in  the  indi- 
vidual case  it  may  not  be  much,  in  the  aggregate 
it  would  amount  to  a  very  great  deal. 

597.  So  if  the  Indians  have  wiped  out  these 
other  small  traders,  it  has  been  a  great  loss  to  the 
country,  because  they  were  supporting  wives  and 
families,  and  thereby  were  of  good  to  the  State, 
whereas  these  Indians  do  not  do  that  ? — Unques- 
tionably. 

598.  Is  it  your  experience  that  these  Indians 
are  employed  at  all  by  Europeans  as  assistants  ? — 
Indian  assistants  ? 

599.  Yes,  assistants  in  shops  ? — No,  I  cannot  say 
I  have  had  experience  of  that.  I  should  just  like 
to  say  with  regard  to  the  coloured  trader,  that  it 
seems  an  important  point  that  the  coloured  trader 
has  been  entirely  displaced  by  the  Indians,  and 
there  is  a  certain  amount  of  trade  to  be  done  in 
this  Peninsula,  and  that  we  lose,  that  trade  will  be 
done  if  the  Indian  is  there  or  not,  it  has  been  done 
in  the  past  and  the  Indian  has  displaced  those  who 
did  that  trade,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
coloured  men.  Now  you  cannot  get  the  coloured 
man  to  understand  that  trade  is  the  exchange  of 
duties,  and  he  cannot  see  that  the  Indian  from 
whom  he  thinks  he  is  buying  cheaply  cannot 
possibly  give  him  anything  in  exchange,  he  gets 
no  return  in  labour  because  the  Indian  has  no  out- 
let for  labour,  that  seems  the  weak  point  and  gets 
down  to  the  root  of  political  economy,  they  have 
nothing  to  exchange. 

600.  The  Indians  here  are  a  self  contained  com- 
munity ? — Yes,  they  eat  curry  and  rice  using  no 
knives  or  spoons.  If  we  wish  to  compete  with  the 
Indians  no  doubt  we  could  do  it,  but  life  would  be 
absolutely  unbearable,  it  would  be  insufferable. 

601.  Then  you  do  not  think  it  is  to  the  advant- 
age of  the  poor  man,  not  a  permanent  good  to  the 
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poor  man.  to  have  these  goods  at  the  low  prices? —    .   Mr. 

No,  because  the  Indian  has  nothing  to  exchange 

and  it  brings  bankruptcy  to  the   white  man  with  Ali- '  -'  ■' '••"*- 

loss  to  the  State,  the  one  is  the  concomitant  of  the 

other,  because  these  people  advertise  their  goods  ;it 

prices  that  a  white  grocer  cannot  possibly  compete 

at. 

602.  It  has  been  said  that  it  is  to  the  interest  of 
the  poor  man  that  he  shall  be  able  to  get  his  goods 
in  small  quantities  such  as  Indians  will  supply 
and  other  traders  will  not  ?—  I  feel  quite  satisfied 
that  any  white  grocer  is  prepared  to  do  that  busi- 
ness. 


Wednesday,  26th  August,  1908. 


Present  : 
Mr.  Powell  (Chairman.) 


Mr.  Lundie. 
Mr.  Withinshaw 
Mr.  Hellier. 


Mr.  Louw. 
Mr.  Greer. 


Mr.  Michiel  Johannes  de  Beer,  M.L.A.,  examined. 

60;>.   Chairman.]   Youare  a  Member  of  the  House  Mr.M.j 
of  Assembly,  and  represent  Piquetberg  ? — Yes. 

604.  Can  you  tell  us  anything  of  the  working  of  ' u- ■-'■■■ 
the  General  Dealers    Act  in  your  neighbourhood  ? 

— Yes.  as  far  as  my  district  is  concerned,  the 
General  Dealers  .Vet  has  not  worked  well,  and 
there  are  many  complaints  about  it. 

605.  What  are  those  complaints? — That  some  of 
our  best  people  have  been  unable  to  obtain  licences 
for  the  district,  or  when  they  wanted  to  go  to  other 
districts. 

606.  AVas  any  reason  given  by  the  authorities  for 
refusing? — No,  no  reason  was  given,  as  far  ?i^  1 
know,  under  the  Act  it  is  unnecessary  to  give 
reasons  :  the  Council  only  declined  to  grant  the 
licences. 
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BeerMkJidA  ®®^ '  ^-ave  y°u  an7  traders  in  your  district? — 
Yes,  and  I  have  put  into  the  House  a  petition  from 

Aug.  26, 1908.  one  0f  the  most  honourable  farmers  in  our 
district,  who  has  had  a  shop  for  20  years,  and  in 
the  last  few  years  he  has  been  refused  a  licence. 

608.  But  are  there  any  Indian  traders  in  your 
district? — Yes. 

609.  Have  they  any  difficulty  in  getting-  licences  ? 
— Yes,  they  cannot  get  them. 

610.  What  is  the  attitude  of  the  Europeans,  with 
regard  to  the  Indian  dealers  in  your  district  ? — 
There  is  a  difference  of  opinion. 

611.  What  is  the  feeling  with  respect  to 
hawkers  on  the  part  of  the  farming  community  ? — 
The  farmers  have  nothing  against  the  hawkers, 
and  consider  they  are  to  their  benefit. 

612.  In  what  way? — We  farmers  live  so  far 
from  the  village  and  are  so  widely  spread  over  the 
country  that  we  need  the  hawkers  very  much,  the 
hawkers  bring  the  things  to  our  doors  much 
cheaper  than  we  can  get  them  from  the  shops. 

613.  Are  there  any  complaints  about  the  conduct 
of  the  hawkers  ? — No,  there  are  no  complaints. 

614.  Have  you  anything  to  tell  the  Committee  ? — 
The  only  thing  I  have  to  say  is  that  the  more 
competition  we  have  the  better  for  us.  Before  the 
General  Dealers'  Act  came  into  force  there  was 
more  trade  in  our  district  and  in  my  neighbour- 
hood, in  the  district  of  Clanwilliam,  there  were  a 
few  hawkers,  honest  men,  who  had  been  engaged 
in  the  trade  for  years  and  years,  and  we  feel  it 
very  much  now  the  hawkers  are  stopped.  Some 
of  the  farmers  are  so  poor  that  they  have  not  got 
cash  to  buy  things,  and  they  could  sell  their 
poultry  and  things  when  the  hawkers  were  allowed 
to  come  about.  It  was  an  advantage  to  the  farmer 
to  get  rid  of  his  stuff  and  the  hawkers  took  it  to 
the  market. 

615.  Is  there  any  feeling  against  Asiatic  hawkers 
as  Asiatics  ? — There  are  some  people  who  are 
against  them,  but  in  our  neighbourhood  we  have 
no  feeling  at  all  against  the  hawkers. 


COMMITTEE  ON     ISIATft     <   i:  1 1  v  \  \  <  i;s.  7!) 

616.  Mr.   Lundie.]  The   object   of    the    General  **  i^Jj 
Dealers'  Act  being  to  regulate  the  number  of  traders 

in  a  district  to  what  the  authorities  conceive  to  be  Au-  -•;  1908. 
the  necessary  number  required  for  the  legitimate 
wants  of  that  community,  you  would  approve  of 
that  principle  of  limiting  the  number? — No  ;  we 
want  competition,  the  more  competition  the  better 
for  the  farmers. 

617.  Mr.  Hellier.~\  I  thought  the  farmers  were  of 
a  different  opinion  about  hawkers  ? — I  think  that 
when  we  have  people  in  the  country  we  must  pro- 
tect them,  because  there  is  great  dissatisfaction  on 
the  part  of  these  people  who  live  with  us  in  our 
district  and  cannot  get  licences,  and  1  say  that  the 
more  we  are  against  these  people  the  more  trouble 
we  have  got. 

618.  Mr.  Louw~\.  It  has  transpired  in  evidence 
that  we  have  received  here,  that  in  Cape  Town  and 
suburbs  Asiatics  are  underselling  the  Europeans, 
and  driving  them  out  of  competition  altogether  ? — 
Yes,  that  might  be. 

619.  In  your  district  have  you  any  Asiatic 
dealers  ? — Yes.  we  have  some. 

620.  Piquetberg  is  your  district  ?— Yes. 

621.  And  you  have  some  Asiatic  dealers  there? 
— Y^es,  but  onlv  a  couple. 

622.  Have  you  any  idea  how  their  prices  com- 
pare with  those  of  the  European  dealers  in  Piquet- 
berg ? — No.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that. 

623.  It  has  been  found  that  thev  are  undesirable 
competitors  with  European  dealers? — I  cannot 
say  much  about  that. 

624.  Are  there  many  hawkers  going  about  in 
your  district  ? — Yes. 

625.  Are  they  Asiatics  or  Europeans  ? — They  are 
all  European-. 

626.  There  are  no  Asiatics  ? — Xo,  not  as  far  as  I 
know. 

627.  Are  the  European  hawkers  as  a  class  of 
men  respectable  ? — Yes. 

628.  Do  they  go  about  with  wagons? — Yes, 
carts. 
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B^rWl      ^'  ^nc*  tne  rarmers  deal  with  them   and  wish 
them  to  he  there  ? — Oh  yes,  we  like  them,  they  are 
Aug.  26, 1908.  to  our  benefit. 

630.  So  you  do  not  think  it  desirable  that  we 
should  recommend  legislation  against  hawkers  ? — 
It  is  not  desirable  for  the  farming  community  in 
my  district,  to  the  best  of  my  belief. 

631.  Mr.  Withinshaw .]  Do  you  think  the  majority 
of  the  people  are  in  favour  of  having  hawkers  ? — 
Yes,  I  think  so. 

632.  Then  that  being-  so  would  it  not  be  a  simple 
matter  to  change  the  people  on  the  Divisional 
Council  so  that  hawkers  licences  might  be  granted? 

—Yes,  but  it  is  difficult.  I  could  not  say  much 
about  the  Councillors,  but  as  far  as  I  know  and 
have?  seen,  there  are  a  lot  of  our  hawkers  who  are 
honest  people,  who  have  been  for  years  and  years 
trading,  and  they  have  been  refused  licences  either 
to  go  into  another  district  or  in  ours,  and  it  is  even 
so  with  some  shops  kept  by  respectable  men,  and 
therefore  we  are  against  the  principle  ;  there  is  too 
much  power  given  by  the  Act.  I  should  say  it 
would  be  good  if  it  gave  much  narrower  power 
to  Divisional  Councils. 

633.  But  the  Divisional  Council  is  an  elected 
body,  and  it  ought  to  reflect  the  opinions  of  the 
people  who  elected  them  ? — Yes.  we  are  all  elected, 
even  Members  of  Parliament  are  elected,  but  they 
all  make  mistakes. 

634.  But  following  that  argument  out  I  was 
elected  to  represent  a  certain  opinion  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  if  I  do  not  do  so  I  shall  be  unseated  some 
day  ? — Yes,  oue  has  to  represent  the  people  who 
return  him  on  the  main  points,  but  there  are  other 
points  on  which  he  is  free. 

635.  Mr.  Loinr.]  Do  vou  know  all  the  members 
of  your  Divisional  Council  ? — Yes.  I  know  them 
all/ 

636.  Are  there  any  traders  amongst  them  ? — No, 
but  there  are  shopkeepers. 

637.  Shopkeepers  who  live  in  the  district  ? — In 
the  town. 
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638.  How  many  are  shopkeepers  ? — There  is  one  Mr.  M.j.'de 
that  is  in  the  town.  Beer  ±LL  A- 

639.  There  is  only  one  shopkeeper  on  the  Divi-  Aug. 20,  r.  >08. 
sional  Council? — Yes. 

640.  So  the  rest  fire  all  farmers? — Yes,  there  is 
one  miller. 

641.  Does  he  live  in  the  district? — He  lives  in 
town. 

Mr.  John  William  de  Koch-.  M.L.A.,  examined. 

642.  Chairman^  You  are  a  Member  of  the  House  Mr.  .1.  w.  de. 
of  Assembly  and  represent  Maf eking? — Yes.  oc  '_' 

643.  You  are  willing  to  give  us  evidence  with Au- 2,;- 1908- 
regard  to  the  working  of  the  General  Dealers'  Act, 
mostlvas  it  affects  Asiatics.  "Will  vou  tell  us  some- 

thing  of  the  condition  of  things  in  your  district  ? 
— Prior  to  the  Act  coming  into  existence  and 
since  ? 

644.  Yes  ? — AVell,  generally,  prior  to  the  General 
Dealers'  Act  of  1906  coming  into  operation,  we  had 
in  the  town  of  Maf  eking  a  considerable  number  of 
Asiatic  traders,  some  of  them  were  good  men,  the 
majority  of  them  were  not.  The  Municipality 
found  that  they  gave  us  a  tremendous  lot  of 
trouble,  so  far  as  the  sanitary  conditions  of  their 
premises  were  concerned,  but  in  every  case  where 
attention  was  called  to  the  fact,  the  men  were 
willing  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Municipality. 
They  had  shops  to  such  an  extent  in  one  street 
that  it  was  called  "  Bombay '  street,  and  this  is 
still  referred  to  by  that  name  (although  the  real 
name  is  Shippard  Street,  after  Administrator  Ship- 
pard).  Their  mode  of  doing  business  was  certainly 
not  to  the  credit  of  the  community  who  allowed 
them  to  carry  on  business  in  their  midst,  because 
it  was  found  that  it  was  bv  no  means  an  uncom- 
mon  practice,  say,  for  A  to  start  in  business  and 
out  of  his  earnings  he  would  remit  to  his  friends 
in  India  regularly  every  month  a  fair  share  of  his 
takings,  meanwhile  paying  his  way  until  he  got 
into  the  confidence  of  the  merchants.  B,  C  and  DT 

[A.  1*5— '08.]    Asiatic  Grievance*  G 
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Mr.  j.  w.de  to  the  amount  of  £100  or  so  each,  at  the  usual  terms 
Kock,  M.L.A.  of  9Q  dayg,  credit  given  by  the  merchants.  The  busi- 

Aug.26, 1908.  ness  usually  started  from  the  traveller  calling,  and 
as  the  man  got  the  confidence  of  the  merchants  they 
did  their  business  to  a  large  extent  direct  instead 
of  with  the  traveller.     Now  before  the  90  days  has 
passed,  say  a  month  has  gone,  this  man  got  more 
goods  from  other  merchants,  say  up  to  £200,  then 
the  goods  would  be  sold  at  what  they  would  fetch 
say  if  forced  on  an  auction,  not  at  its  real  cost 
price  but  what  it  would  realise  if  forced,  a  deed  of 
sale  would  be  drawn  up  by  some  legal  man  in  the 
place  and  the  buyer  would  enter  into  possession. 
When  the  90  days  had  elapsed  and  the  first  lot  of 
goods  had  become  due  A  would  be  gone  to  India, 
and   when  the   representative    of    the    merchant 
went  to  see  about  the  payment  of  these  goods  he 
would  find  someone  else  in  charge,  and  the  usual 
conversation  was  something  after  this  style, "  How 
is  it  that  you  have  not  paid  this  bill  "  the  speaker, 
of  course,  taking  the  man  to  be  the  original  buyer 
of  the  goods.     "  He  has  gone  to  India  '    would  be 
the  reply.     "  Well,  I  suppose  you  are  going  to  pay 
for  these  goods.''     "  No,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
it,"  and  the  man  produces  his  deed  of  sale  and 
proves  he  bought  the  property,  that  was  why  there 
is  now  some  protection  afforded  by  the  General 
Dealers'  Act  providing  for  the  transfer  of  licences 
to  be  advertised  for  14  days,  although  I  do  not 
think  14  days  is  quite  sufficient,  and  should  consider 
a  month  as   giving   better  protection.      Another 
instance  came  under  my  notice,  although  I  cannot 
say  if  it  is  common.    A  man  comes  to  you  and  wants 
a  General  Power  of  Attorney  drawn,  and  he  gives 
you  the  particulars.     He  goes  away  and  in  a  few 
days  he  comes  back  with  the  deed  duly  signed  and 
makes  an  excuse  for  the  other  man  not  coming  to 
the  office  by  saying  he  is  up  country  or  out  hawk- 
ing.    The  power  is  then  duly  stamped  according 
to  law,  and  is  returned  to  the  individual  who  holds 
the  power.     Some   months  go   by,    the   liabilities 
are  not  met  by  this  man  carrying  on  the  business, 
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the  business  has  to  go  insolvent,  and  it  appears  A  Mr  .iw.de 
was  a  myth,  B  carrying  on  business  under  a  general  '_  ' 
power  of  attorney  says  "  A  is  in  India,"  and  there  ^  -i;  is qs. 
you  are.  you  cannot  prove  that  A  is  a  myth,  there 
is  no  evidence  to  prove  that  A  never  existed,  al- 
though there  is  everv  indication  that  it  is  so.  It 
was  in  consequence  of  that  sort  of  thing  that  the 
very  strong  action  was  taken  by  the  inland  towns 
to  get  the  General  Dealers'  Act  passed.  At  the 
Municipal  Conference  also  this  has  been  urged 
every  year  as  a  reason  for  getting  legislation  to 
get  at  the  undesirable,  not  necessarily  an  Asiatic, 
but  an  undesirable.  Now  the  present  Bill  we 
really  find  does  not  go  quite  far  enough.  It  is  a 
common  thing  for  an  Asiatic  to  apply  to  the  local 
authority  for  a  store  near  a  location  as  has  hap- 
pened at  Kimberley,  and  after  obtaining  it.  he 
goes  and  gets  a  transfer  of  that  licence  to.  say  a 
principal  business  street  in  the  town  without  the 
consent  of  the  Municipality,  the  Distributor  of 
Stamps  being  compelled  to  grant  the  transfer  of 
the  licence  under  the  Act,  so  the  Act  is  a  failure 
as  far  as  that  class  of  case  is  concerned.  The  Act 
has  worked  well  in  our  district.  We  have  control 
of  the  undesirable  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  I 
am  speaking  on  behalf  of  the  community  there 
and  the  honest  Asiatic  trader.  There  are  Asiatics 
who  are  uood  men.  and  carry  on  their  business 
honestly,  and  I  am  speaking  also  on  their  behalf 
when  I  say  I  do  not  think  they  would  like  that 
Act  repealed. 

645.  What  has  been  the  attitude  of  the  Munici- 
pality up  there  ;  one  Indian  told  us  that  in  another 
Municipality  Indians  were  refused  licences  because 
they  were  Indians,  what  has  been  the  attitude  of 
your  Municipality  in  that  respect  ? — Well,  what 
we  have  done  there  is  this,  when  we  have  known 
a  place  to  have  been  licensed  and  then  closed,  a 
new  application  has  in  such  cases  been  granted 
whether  the  applicant  was  an  Indian  or  anybody 
else,  provided  we  were  satisfied  with  the  respec- 
tabilitv   of   the   man.     I    know    of    cases    where 


G   'I 
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Mr.  j.  w.de  Europeans  as  well  as  Indians  have  been  refused 
m.l.a.  ]jcences  because  undcrsirables  were  not  wanted. 

Aug.  20. 1908.  646.  Have  new  licences  been  granted  to  Indians 
lately  in  Mafeking  ? — No  new  licences  have  been 
granted  recently  to  anybody,  because  the  trade  is 
overdone. 

647.  With  regard  to  the  effect  upon  European 
storekeepers,  are  there  any  complaints  in  Mafe- 
king of  European  storekeepers  being  starved  out 
of  competition  by  Indians  ? — Yes,  that  has  been 
the  cry  of  the  European  merchant,  because  the 
Indian  mode  of  living  was  so  low  that  the  Euro- 
pean could  not  compete  with  them,  and  I  would 
also  point  out  that  20  or  25  years  ago  it  was  a 
common  thing  when  a  man  died  in  poor  circum- 
stances and  leaving  his  widow  ill-provided  for. 
that  she  took  a  small  shop  and  was  then  able  to 
pay  her  way  and  educate  her  children  ;  that  class 
of  trade  has  now  ceased,  it  has  been  swept  away 
and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Indian  trader. 

648.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  advantage  to  the 
poorer  classes  because  of  the  low  prices  at  which 
the  Indians  sell  their  goods  ? — No,  because  where 
the  Indian  sells  at  under  landed  cost  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  money  there  must  be  some  other 
means  of  preventing  loss  on  the  part  of  the  trader. 
Short  weight,  I  think,  is  sometimes  given  and  in- 
ferior quality  to  that  shown  is  given,  and  generally 
a  good  many  tricks  are  used  to  enable  the  man  to 
sell  at  such  prices. 

649.  Do  you  think  the  ordinary  law,  with  respect 
to  sanitation,  the  keeping  of  proper  books,  short 
weight  and  other  matters  as  to  which  there  are 
complaints  about  the  Indians,  is  sufficient  to  meet 
those  evils  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  this 
country  requires  a  standard  Weights  and  Measures 
Act,  which  should  be  adopted  by  the  country  as  -a 
whole. 

650.  I  was  referring  to  prosecutions  under  the 
existing  statute  ? — You  get  a  few  under  the 
existing  law.  but  the  prosecutions  frequently  fail. 

651.  Have  you  anything  further  to  add  ?— No. 
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652.  What  is  the  attitude  of  the  farmers  about  ^J-^f 
Maf eking    about    Asiatic    hawkers   and   hawkers 
generally? — I    do     not    think     they   trouble   the Au£- 26> 190fc 
farmers  much.     I  think  their  mode  of  operations 
is  directed  at  the  natives,  which  form  a  large  com- 
munity in  the  Mafeking  district. 

(553.  You  are  aware  that  the  question  of  hawkers 
came  before  the  Parliament  some  time  back. 
There  was  a  strong  feeling  amongst  the  farmers 
against  Asiatics  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  is  general,  but 
I  do  not  think  the  farmer  troubles  about  the  class 
of  man  who  is  a  hawker  in  our  district. 

054.  Mr.  Lundie.]  You  spoke  of  the  ease  with 
which  a  trader  can  transfer  his.  licence  from  one 
part  of  the  municipality  to  another  ? — Yes. 

655.  Are  there  no  other  weak  points  in  the  Act  ? 
— Xo,  not  that  are  felt  generally.  If  we  adopt  the 
principle  of  making  a  man  spend  his  money  where 
he  makes  it,  I  think  the  municipalities  would  like 
this  principle  extended  further  in  the  actual 
granting  of  rights  to  a  man  to  come  to  a  place  and 
gets  orders  in  the  town.  I  think  they  would  like 
the  Act  extended  that  far.  that  there  be  a  provision 
for  the  municipality  to  grant  certificates  before 
persons  coming  to  the  town  were  allowed  to  carry 
on  such  business  in  inland  centres,  similar  to  the 
provisions  applying  to  General  Dealers'  Act.  190<>. 
such  certificate  to  be  renewable  every  six  months. 
a  fee  to  be  paid  for  same,  and  only  to  be  applicable 
to  the  town  and  district  where  the  same  are 
granted  ;  this  applies  to  the  man  who  visits  from 
house  to  house  instead  of  dealing  with  the  mer- 
chants and  doing  a  trade  that  the  local  men  should 
have.  The  merchants  have  no  objection  to  buying 
from  the  commercial  traveller,  but  he  says  the 
commercial  traveller  should  not  do  as  they  do 
now,  go  from  house  to  house  and  sell  to  people 
living  in  the  town  who  are  not  general  dealers, 
thev  argue  that  they  have  to  pay  licences  and 
rates  and  taxes  and  have  to  contribute «to  the  town 
and  therefore  they  ought  to  be  protected. 

656.  Mr.  Greer.]     I  take  it  your  objection  is  not 
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Mr.j.w.  de  to  Asiatics  as  such,  but  to  undesirables  generally? 

Kock,  M.L.A.        v  ° 

_       — ies. 
Aug.  26, 1908.      657.    You  have  no  objection  to  Indians,  as  such 
and  licences  are  refused  to  others  also  ? — Yes. 

658.  I  want  to  make  it  clear,  because  allegations 
have  been  made  that  licences  are  refused  to 
Indians  because  they  are  Indians  ? — Yes. 

659;  Could  you  give  us  an  idea  of  the  number  of 
Asiatic  traders  in  Mafeking  before  the  Act  of 
1906  was  passed  and  at  the  present  time? — I 
should  say  in  1904,  just  after  the  war,  when  the 
place  was  at  the  height  of  the  boom  period,  that 
there  must  have  been  in  the  town  over  100  Asiatic 
dealers. 

660.  And  to-day  ?— To-day  I  should  say  there  are 
about  40  to  45.  The  reason  for  that  decrease  is  that 
the  tremendous  drop  in  trade  has  caused  the 
population  to  dwindle,  and  a  very  large  number 
of  these  people  have  left  the  country. 

661.  Is  there  a  proportionate  decrease  in  the 
number  of  European  traders  ? — Yes. 

662.  I  think  one  of  the  most  valuable  things  you 
said  was  about  extending  the  time  for  the  adver- 
tising of  the  transfer  of  a  licence.  You  said  14 
days  was  inadequate  ? — Yes.  My  reason  for  say- 
ing it  is  inadequate  is  that  those  people  who  deal 

,  in  our  part  of  the  country  are  800  miles  away 
from  the  merchant  who  supplies,  and  who  is  at 
Port  Elizabeth  or  elsewhere,  and  therefore  it  is 
only  fair  he  should  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
when  these  notices  appear. 

663.  What  time  do  you  think  would  be  sufficient? 
— C)h.  1  think  a  month  would  do. 

664.  Do  you  know  of  any  actual  cases  of 
merchants  being  defrauded  owing  to  the  time  of 
advertising  being  too  short  ? — No  ;  I  am  speaking 
generally  ;  I  cannot  give  you  an  actual  case. 

665.  Mr.  Withinshaw.']  Yrou  are  strongly  in 
favour  of  the  Act  providing  for  a  municipality  to 
exercise  supervision  over  the  removal  of  the  site 
of  the  licence? — Yres,  the  Act  does  not  give  any 
power. 
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Mr.  Edward  Henry  McNamara  examined.  Mcx'a^Sa 

666.  Chairman.']  What  is  your  position? — I  am  Aug  m,\w% 
a  produce  merchant  and  also  do  a  little  in  general 
dealing. 

667.  Do  we  understand  you  represent  the 
Woodstock  Municipality  in  this  inquiry  ? — Yes,  I 
am  a  member  of  the  Woodstock  Municipal 
Council. 

668.  We  have  had  complaints  from  Indian 
witnesses  that  the  local  Municipalities  refuse  them 
licences  to  trade  absolutelv  because  thev  are  In- 
dians.  what  has  been  the  attitude  and  conduct  of 
the  Woodstock  Municipality  with  regard  to  In- 
dian applications  to  trade  in  Woodstock  ? — I 
believe  that  is  quite  correct  that  they  refuse  them 
licences  because  they  are  Indians  ;  and  the  reason 
for  doing  that,  is  that  the  Council  maintain  that 
white  grocers  are  leaving  the  place  every  day  and 
going  insolvent  because  they  cannot  compete  with 
the  Asiatic. 

669.  In  that  case  you  would  refuse  the  applica- 
tions of  Indians  whether  respectable  or  not  ? — Oh 
no.  we  could  not  do  that ;  but  in  our  town  we  do 
not  know  of  any  Indians  who  have  settled  down 
in  the  place,  who  have  married  ;  if  an  Indian 
married  and  had  a  family  we  could  think  he  had 
the  same  right  as  anybody  else. 

670.  But  it  is  because  of  the  Indian's  way  of 
living  that  the  Municipality  deems  it  prudent  to 
refuse  application  ? — That  is  correct. 

671.  Can  you  give  us  any  detailed  evidence  of 
the  swamping  out  of  the  white  trader  ? — I 
can  relate  several  instances  during  the  last  three 
years  of  white  grocers,  who  have  been  in  business 
for  years  and  years  past.  I  am  a  resident 
and  I  can  say  that  there  is  hardly  one  of  these 
men  left  at  the  present  time.  There  are  a  few 
perhaps,  three  in  the  whole  place,  who  arc  doing 
justice  to  the  grocery  business,  and  they  have  been 
compelled  recently,  as  late  as  the  last  six  months, 
to  discharge  their  men.    In  one  instance  a  man  has 
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M^m2a     take11  llis  Wife  int0    tlie    Casn    an(l    nas  ^WO  ^OVS  in 

the  shop,  and  he  himself  is  out  from  morning  to 
Aug.  26, 1908.  night,  and  he  is  doing  the  most  important  grocery 
business  in  the  place. 

672.  Are  there  any  Indians  in  Woodstock  Muni- 
cipality still  ? — Indian  traders,  why,  the  place  is 
swarming  with  them. 

673.  Then  I  take  it  these  men  obtained  their 
licences  before  the  Act  of  1906  came  into  force  ? — 
Some  of  them  did,  others  are  like  dummies  in  the 
hands  of  unscrupulous  Indians. 

674.  But  the  licences  are  not  granted  since  1906  ? 
— The  licences  have  been,  but  it  is  due  to  the 
error  in  the  Act. 

675.  What  is  that  ? — That  anyone  who  had  a 
licence  before  the  Act  came  into  force  can  get  a 
licence,  so  those  few  who  had  licences  before  the 
Act  profit  by  it,  any  Indian  who  wants  a  licence 
simply  goes  to  one  of  these  men  and  purchases 
one.  I  know  of  cases  where  men  have  twenty-two 
shops. 

676.  Is  that  still  going  on  ? — Yes,  the  Woodstock 
Municipality  is  being  absolutely  defied.  A  solicitor 
came  to  them  the  other  day,  and  said,  "  You  have 
refused  me  a  licence,  but  I  will  get  it  yet,"  and  he 
got  it.  The  Council  were  openly  defied,  and  during 
the  following  week  the  shop  was  opened. 

677.  Are  there  any  allegations  of  short  weight, 
&c,  on  the  part  of  Indians  ? — Yes.  there  are.  I  do 
not  want  to  speak  too  strongly  ;  I  believe  there 
are,  but  that  would  apply  to  other  classes  of  peojDle 
as  well. 

678.  Do  you  know  of  any  steps  being  taken  to 
prosecute  the  Indians  for  insanitary  conditions, 
not  keeping  proper  books,  or  giving  short  weight  ? 
Yes,  I  know  of  short  weight  and  insanitary  condi- 
tions, but  never  about  books.  I  also  know  of  their 
keeping  open  when  they  had  no  right  to.  There 
have  been  several  of  such  cases,  and  they  were 
fined  heavily. 

679.  Is  there  anything  you  would  like  to  add  ? — 
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The  matters  advocated  at  the  Municipal  Congress  J1^-3* 
at  East  London  might  interest  you.  -ua 

(580.  Yes  ?— The  dumping  matter  I  have  told  you  A^.  -"'■•  1908« 
about,  that  those  who  had  licences  previous  to  the 
Act  can  continue  to  trade  so  long  as  they  trade 
there;  then,  of  course,  under  that  word  "there5 
they  can  have  as  many  licences  as  they  want. 

681.  And  you  would  recommend,  what  ? — The 
word  "there  ,;  should  be  changed  to  "on  the  same 
premises."  that  would  prevent  these  little  place- 
all  over  the  town.  There  is  another  suggestion  I 
would  like  to  make,  and  that  is  that  butchers  and 
bakers  should  come  under  the  same  heading  as 
the  General  Dealers  Act,  because  Indians  are 
going  into  this  business  as  Avell  as  the  General 
Dealers.  There  is  also  another  small  matter  and 
that  is,  if  our  Council  is  sitting,  if  we  are  asked 
half-an-hour  before  our  sitting  to  give  them  a 
licence  we  are  supposed  to  vote  on  it.  we 
think  we  should  have  two  days  notice,  because,  as 
a  rule,  we  know  nothing  of  these  people  as  to 
whether  they  are  good,  bad,  or  indifferent  ;  the  vote 
has  to  be  by  a  two-third  majority.  AVe  think  the 
application  should  be  made  two  days  before. 
Then  we  think  the  Magistrate  is  the  best  man  to 
decide  these  matters,  he  can  decide  better  than  the 
Councils,  and  we  think  he  would  be  a  better  man. 

682.  You  think  the  Magistrate  should  have  the 
granting  of  the  licences  and  not  the  Municipality  ? 
— I  think  so.  There  is  another  point  about  giving 
permission  to  move  from  one  place  to  another  ; 
if  a  man,  an  Indian,  gets  a  licence  in  one  town 
he  can  move  to  another  town  without  asking 
permission  from  the  Council  of  the  town  he  is 
going  into.  Now,  we  think,  we  should  have  the 
right  to  stop  him  from  moving,  if  he  gets  a  licence 
from  one  town  he  should  be  confined  to  that  town. 

683.  You  mean  get  a  new  licence  from  the 
authorities  in  the  new  place? — Yes.  On  the  same 
point  in  the  old  Act  it  says  the  magistrate's  district. 
So  a  person  could  get  a  licence  in  Maitland  and  go 
and  live  at  AVoodstock ;  if  it  was  changed  to  the  "area 
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M^Nama^a   of  local   authority  "  ^  would   meet  it.     There  is 
one  little  matter,  in  conclusion.  I  would  like  you 

Aug.26.iyos.  to  know.  I  was  in  the  grocery  business'  in 
America,  and  I  find  that  the  grocers  who  complain 
in  Woodstock,  and  I  know  the  same  applies  from 
AVynberg  to  Sea  Point,  that  it  is  only  a  question  of 
a  short  while  and  they  cannot  pay  their  way  while 
these  Indians  are  permitted  to  do  business.  I 
have  told  you  of  one  case  in  Woodstock.  The  few 
white  men  left,  who  are  paying  20s.  in  the 
£,  are  going  worse,  and  they  feel  they  may  all 
prepare  to  go  ;  the  few  that  still  remain  are 
absolute  slaves.  They  dream  groceries  from 
early  morning  to  late  at  night.  They  cannot 
afford  to  pay  any  servants,  and  employ  boys,  and 
where  they  are  keeping  up  they  have  their  wives 
in  the  business. 

684.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  substantial 
benefit  to  the  poor  by  the  Indians  selling  at  a 
cheap  rate  ? — I  do  not  think  so,  because  previous 
to  that  we  had  the  Malays  and  poor  white  people 
doing  the  same  kind 'of  trade.  I  think  it  is 
beneficial  to  the  town  and  to  the  country  at  large 
that  if  the  white  people  could  do  the  business, 
even  if  they  charged  a  fraction  more,  it  would  be 
beneficial  to  the  town.  They  would  put  more 
money  in  circulation,  because  they  have  families 
to  support.  They  have  come  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  Asiatic's  standard  of  living. 

685.  Mr.  Louiu.~]  You  have  recommended  certain 
alterations,  which  you  think  would  be  beneficial,, 
in  the  General  Dealers'  Act  would  you  mean  those 
to  apply  to  all  dealers  or  only  to  Asiatics  ? — All 
dealers. 

686.  All  dealers  irrespective  of  nationality  ?— 
Yes,  I  trust  the  Committee  do  not  think  me 
narrow  minded,  we  want  to  look  at  it  from  as 
broad  a  point  of  view  as  possible,  to  recognise  that 
every  one  has  a  right  to  live  and  I  am  a  great 
advocate  for  our  Malays  because  they  have  their 
families  to  keep,  they  have  their  interests  here, 
and  they  spend  money,  they  take  their  wives  and 
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children  out  for  a  holiday  and  put  money  in  cir- 
culation. We  are  not  trying  to  obtain  a  monopoly 
for  the  white  people  to  have  the  trade. 

687.  Mr.  Withinshaw.]  You  say  that  the  Wood- 
stock Municipality  have  refused  licences  because 
the  applicants  were  Indians,  but  you  wish  to 
amplify  that  by  stating  that,  it  was  in  the  interest 
of  the  settled  inhabitants  of  Woodstock  ? — Yes, 
if  I  am  a  judge  of  the  spirit  of  the  Woodstock 
Municipal  Council,  if  an  Asiatic  applied  for  a 
licence  and  we  knew  he  was  a  good  man  and 
would  pay  20s.  in  the  £  and  would  settle  there 
we  would  grant  him  a  licence,  but  the  experience 
of  the  people  of  Woodstock  has  been  that  the 
Indian  drives  out  the  white  trader  or  the  Malay 
because  his  wants  are  fewer  and  he  has  a  lower 
standard  of  civilization  and  it  is  not  in  the 
general  interests  of  the  people  that  the  Indian, 
as  an  Indian,  should  be  encouraged. 

688.  You  said  the  Magistrate  would  be  a  good 
person  to  grant  certificates  for  licences,  do  you 
consider  the  Magistrate  with  the  many  duties  he 
has  to  perform  would  have  as  good  a  local  know- 
ledge as  the  Councils  ? — It  is  my  opinion  that  the 
Magistrate  would  be  a  better  man.  because  there 
might  be  a  man  on  the  Council  who  might  have  a 
few  vacant  houses,  or  his  friends  might  have,  and 
thev  would  be  delighted  to  let  them  to  any  man 
who  would  pay  the  rent,  I  think  the  Magistrate 
would  be  more  impartial  and  act  according  to  the 
law. 

689.  But  on  the  whole  you  would  consider  that 
Councillors  would  have  the  better  knowledge  of 
local  conditions  than  the  Magistrate  ? — Yes. 

690.  And  in  that  way  the  Councillors  are  just  as 
competent  to  grant  certificates  as  a  Magistrate  and 
as  just  in  their  decisions  ? — Oh,  they  are  quite  as 
just  in  their  decisions.  I  may  say  I  think  the 
business  people  are  made  a  lot  of  because  they 
are  the  only  people  suffering  from  these  Asiatics 
here.  I  also  feel  that  this  present  Committee  of 
enquiry  is  the  last  hope,  seeing  that  if  this  state  of 
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Mr.E.  k.    things  continues  that  other  people  should  bear  the 
McNamara.  bmnt?  that  if  it  is  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  that 

&ig.  26, 1908.  Indians  should  sell  so  cheap  that  we  should   also 
get  cheap  Asiatic  labour  in  other  departments. 


Friday,  28th  August,  1908. 


PRESENT : 

Mr.  Powell  (Chairman), 


Dr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Lundie. 
Mr.  Withmshaw. 


Mr.  Hellier, 
Mr.  Louw. 
Mr.  Greer. 


Mr.  Willem   Jacobus    rem   der  Merwe,  M.L.A.. 

examined. 

Mr.  w.j.  van      691.   Chairman.]  You  are  a  Member  of  the  House 
- •deMLTve'  °f  Assembly  and  represent  Piquetberg ? — Yes. 

692.  In  this  Committee  we  are  going  into  the 
Aug.  28, 1908.  qUestion  of  licences  under  the  General  Dealers' 
Act  amongst  other  things.  I  understand  you 
know  of  some  instances  where  licences  have  been 
refused  by  the  local  authorities,  refused  I  mean  to 
a  man  who  was  not  an  Indian  ? — Yes,  I  have  two 
concrete  cases,  and  I  am  specially  charged  to  place 
one  before  you.  One  is  the  case  of  a  coloured 
man — this  is  a  particularly  hard  case.  The  man 
seems  to  be  respectable,  he  is  an  elder  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Mission  Church,  and  a  painter  by  trade, 
and  he  was  refused  a  licence.  No  reason  was 
given,  as  the  Law  does  not  make  the  giving  of  a 
reason  as  being  necessary.  The  other  case  is  that 
of  Mr.  van  Schalkwyk,  a  man  who  has  had  a  licence 
for  30  or  40  years."  His  application  was  refused, 
and  he  then  went  to  the  Board  and  asked  for  the 
reason.  The  magistrate,  who  is  Chairman,  replied 
that  the  Board  was  not  bound  to  give  a  reason. 
When  I  last  heard,  the  application  was  still  re- 
fused. I  saw  the  Attorney- General  about  it,  and 
he  said  he  could  do  nothing  as  the  Law  prohibited 
him  from  intervening. 
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693.  Can  you  assign  any  reason  for  the  refusal  of  m*.  w.J.van 
the  licence  ? — The  only  imaginary  reason  that  I  can     'Vi.T' 

*■  * 

give  is  that  the  Great  Ben>  flows  between  Malmes-  . 
bury  and  Piqnetberg  and  you  can  cross  it  by  a 
bridge.  The  land  on  the  left  side  of  the  road  near 
there  belongs  to  Mr.  van  Schalkwyk,  but  the  land  on 
the  right  bank  belongs  to  the  Divisional  Council, 
they  have  granted  a  licence  to  a  man  who  has  his 
store  on  their  land,  but  refused  to  Mr.  van  Schalk- 
wyk,  who  is  on  his  own  land,  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  that  is  the  only  reason  I  can  give. 

694.  Now  in  a  case  of  an  unfair  or  unjust  refusal 
have  vou  any  remedy  to  suggest  ? — We  all  agree 
that  the  law  should  be  stringent,  but  there 
should  be  some  redress  in  cases  like  this.  The  only 
thing  I  suggest  is  that  in  any  case,  where  a  British 
born  subject  in  this  Colony  is  refused  a  licence, 
that  a  reason  should  be  given,  it  would  be  some- 
thing for  a  man  to  go  on  if  accused  of  something 
or  other,  he  could  get  it  out.  To-day  a  man 
could  be  refused  for  mere  reasons  of  spite.  Perhaps 
my  suggestion  won't  meet  the  case,  and  a  better 
suggestion  might  be  that  the  applicant,  if  refused, 
could  get  a  petition,  and  if  it  was  signed  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  registered  voters  of  the  division  or 
area  the  application  should  be  granted,  and  I 
don't  see  then  why  it  should  be  refused,  because  if 
the  man  was  an  undesirable,  of  course,  two-thirds 
wont  sign,  and  if  he  is  a  good  man  he  could  easily 
get  them  to  sign. 

695.  AVould  you  suggest  anything  in  the  nature 
of  an  appeal  ? — If  there  Avas  an  appeal  it  should 
be  to  the  Attorney-General. 

696.  Or  to  any  Court  would  you  say  ? — Yes,  but 
to  what  Court  are  we  going,  the  Magistrate  of 
the  Court  is  usually  the  Chairman  of  the  Divisional 
Council. 

697.  Mr.  Lundie."]  Do  you  know,  intimately,  the 
case  that  you  have  mentioned  of  those  two  shops, 
you  know^  the  places  ? — Yes. 

698.  Are  the  two  shops  close  to  one  another  ? — 
Yes. 
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Mr. w. j. van      699.  They   are    close    together? — They    are    on 

der  Merwe,        • ,  i  •  i  u  xi  i 

ml. a.     either  side  or  the  road. 

Aug  27  loos      70°-  The  Jewisn  trader  is  just  over  the  road,  and 
>-  Mr.  van  Schalkwyk  is  on  his  own  farm  ? — Yes. 

701.  And  you  say  he  has  been  carrying  on  this 
shop  between  30  and  40  years  ? — Yes. 

702.  And  the  shop  on  the  other  side  of  the  road, 
how  long  has  it  been  carried  on  ? — There  has  been 
a  shop  there,  off  and  on,  for  about  the  same  period. 

703.  But  you  would  think  it  quite  a  natural 
thing  for  the  Divisional  Council  to  decide  to  only 
have  one  shop  there  ? — I  would  not  say. 

704.  Would  you  have  two  shops  there? — Yes, 
for  the  sake  of  competition. 

705.  Do  you  not  think  one  shop  would  be 
enough  at  a  point  like  that  ? — One  shop  might  be 
enough. 

706.  Would  you  say  that  the  Divisional  Council 
has  decided  that  there  should  be  only  one  shop  ? — 
Yes,  and  very  likely  they  would  say  so. 

707.  And  Mr.  van  Schalkwyk  being  a  farmer  in 
addition  to  a  shopkeeper  ? — No,  his  son  keeps  the 
shop  ;  Mr.  van  Schalkwyk  farms. 

708.  Mr.  HellierA  Are  those  the  only  two  exam- 
pies  that  you  know  of  ? — Yes,  they  are  the  only 
two  concrete  cases  I  know  of. 

709.  In  which  the  Divisional  Council  refused 
licences  ? — Yes. 

710.  Was  there  a  full  attendance  at  that  meet- 
ing ? — Yes.  That  case  of  Mr.  van  Schalkwyk  was 
brought  up  two  or  three  times. 

711.  And  there  was  a  good  attendance  ? — Yes, 
he  was  advised  to  have  a  petition  drawn  up  and 
he  did  so,  and  then  he  did  not  get  the  licence. 

712.  So  you  would  say  the  Divisional  Council 
was  fully  representative  when  the  licence  was 
refused  ? — Yes,  and  therefore  I  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  perhaps  that  would  be  the  remedy  for  an 
applicant  to  get  two-thirds  of  the  registered  voters 
to  sign  a  petition.  I  think  that  should  be 
sufficient. 

713.  You  say  the  shop  occupied  by  the  Jew  is 
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not  always  carried  on  as  a  shop.     How  long  has  it  B^;^fJ,T"11 
been  closed  at  a  time,  a  year  or  so? — It  has  been      .Vl.a. 
standing  closed  at  intervals,  but  the  shop  of  Mr.  Auo.  ~  190g 
van  Schalkwyk  has  been  open  continuously. 

714.  Mr.  Lundie.]  Were  any  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  interested  in  either  of  these  shops  ? — 
Not  so  far  as  I  know,  unless  it  was  because  of 
them  having  leased  the  house  to  the  Jew. 

715.  Mr.  Louw.']  You  sav  Mr.  van  Schalkwyk's 
house  is  on  his  own  ground  ? — Yes. 

716.  And  the  other  store  across  the  road  is  on 
the  Divisional  Council  land  ? — Yes. 

717.  AVould  the  Divisional  Council  derive  any 
benefit  ? — I  suppose  they  would  have  the  benefit 
of  the  lease. 

718.  Then  they  would  derive  benefit  by  letting 
the  shop  to  the  Jew  and  not  granting  a  licence  to 
Mr.  van  Schalkwyk  ? — I  suppose  so. 

Mr.  Jerome  Washington  Donovan,  examined. 

719.  Chairman.']  Do  you  attend  the  Committee    Mr.j.  w. 
in    your   individual   capacity  ? — I    have    a  letter    Don^a 
from  the  Grocers'  Association,  asking  me  to  attend.  Aug.  28,1908. 
I  was  in  the  business  once. 

720.  You  have  been  requested  to  attend  on  lie- 
half  of  the  Cape  Peninsula  Grocers  and  Provision 
Merchants'  Association? — I  would  not  say  that.  I 
think  they  are  able  to  speak  for  themselves,  but 
when  I  was  in  the  trade  I  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  Asiatic  business,  but  I  do  not  represent 
them  in  any  way. 

721.  As  you  have  volunteered  to  attend,  I  will 
ask  you  to  give  the  Committee  your  views? — 
I  do  not  approach  the  subject  with  any  feeling  as 
regards  black  and  white.  I  simply  want  to  tell 
you  how  I  found  things  when  I  was  in  business. 
I  was  a  commercial  traveller  here  for  /  years, 
partly  on  my  own  account,  and  partly  for  the  firm 
of  Van  der  Byl.  The  objection  I  have  to  the 
Indian  method  of  doing  business  is.  first  of  all.  all 
the  Indians  that  come  here  seem  to  be  all  run  into 
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Mr.  j.  w.  this  little  shop-keeping  business.  For  instance, 
several  of  those  Indians  who  keep  shops  are  sad- 
Au8. 28,1908.  (tlers  or  stonecutters,  and  other  different  trades, 
but  when  they  come  here,  on  account  of  the  trades' 
unions,  they  are  not  allowed  to  work  at  these 
trades,  so  they  run  into  the  one  business,  and  that 
is  done  to  the  detriment  of  the  trade.  My  opinion 
is  that  these  people  have  as  much  right  in  that 
business  as  they  have  to  be  in  the  Commissioner's 
office  as  a  secretary-  First  of  all.  they  are  not 
qualified,  they  do  not  know  the  trade,  and  they  do 
not  know  the  article  they  are  selling,  nor  can  they 
keep  books  of  their  business,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
is  the  most  serious  matter  of  the  whole  thing. 
My  contention  is  if  you  get  a  class  of  people  here 
and  put  them  all  in  one  line  of  business  you  do 
injustice  to  the  rest  of  the  community.  I  would 
like  to  see  them  working  on  the  new  Cathedral 
and  getting  3s.  6d.  a  day.  If  we  are  going  to  have 
Indians  here  we  had  better  have  them  in  every 
position,  have  a  couple  of  baboo  clerks  in  Mr. 
Sauer's  office,  and  have  them  in  the  Post  Office. 
These  are  the  points  I  want  to  bring  before  this 
Committee  that  these  Indians  should  be  allowed 
to  go  into  every  other  trade  as  well  as  the  grocery, 
that  would  take  the  pressure  off  the  grocers,  and 
they  would  not  have  so  much  to  complain  of.  As 
regards  the  real  effect  of  the  licences  the  actual 
state  of  affairs  is  this,  these  Indians  manage  to  get 
licences  and  without  any  forethought  they  go  to  a 
district  they  know  nothing  about,  and  go  there 
only  to  get  a  shop  and  they  are  greatly  to  blame, 
and  the  wholesale  houses  are  also  to  blame.  My 
experience  about  Maitland  in  the  past  was  that 
there  were  three  or  four  shops  kept  by  English 
people  and  four  or  five  shops  kept  by  Jews  and 
doing  fairly  well,  then  down  came  as  many  as 
twelve  Indians  and  the  result  was  that  nearly 
every  Jew  failed  and  two-thirds  of  the  Englishmen 
have  failed  and  the  rest  gone  out  of  business.  If 
you  ask  the  wholesale  houses  they  will  say  they 
can  only  give  limited  credit.      When  I  was  travel- 
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ling  for  Van  der  Byl  these  smaller  shops  were  Mr.  j.  w 
often  the  support  of  widows  with  families,  but  °^.va 
the  Indians  came  and  drove  them  out.  I  assure  Aug.28,  i'.<>>. 
you  it  is  a  competition  that  cannot  be  allowed  to 
continue.  I  am  against  preventing  an  Indian 
earning  a  living,  but  when  they  make  use  of  that 
privilege  to  such  an  extent  as  to  injure  their  neigh- 
bour and  upset  all  commercial  life  I  really  think 
that  a  new  question  arises,  whether  these  liberties 
should  not  be  curtailed.  I  may  tell  vou  that,  four 
years  ago  I  made  suggestions  to  Mr.  Sampson,  who 
sent  for  me  when  I  had  made  a  speech  on  the  mat- 
ter. My  suggestions  were  not  adopted.  I  won't  say 
who  was  right,  but  I  want  to  point  out  that  when 
there  was  to  be  a  transfer  of  a  shop  14  days'  notice 
should  be  given  before  the  shop  was  actually 
transferred.  Well,  that  was  done,  but  the  store- 
keeper was  allowed  to  put  the  notice  in  any  news- 
paper he  liked.  Now  in  France,  where  I  lived  for 
years,  they  had  a  special  paper  with  the  patronage 
of  the  Government,  and  every  man  had  it  at  so 
much  a  year,  and  all  transfers  had  to  be  put  in  this 
particular  paper  ;  every  commercial  house  in 
the  town  and  every  lawyer's  office  had  it. 
and  it  could  be  seen  at  once  who  was  selling  his 
business.  Now.  it  is  just  a  chance  whether  Mr. 
van  der  Bvl,  say,  sees  a  notice  in  the  Maf eking 
paper  of  a  transfer.  I  w^ould  suggest  this  scheme. 
There  is  another  thing.  I  do  not  wTant  to  make 
any  charge  against  any  one,  but  it  is  a  fact  that 
whenever  any  of  the  wholesale  houses  are  robbed, 
here,  you  generally  find  that  the  man  who  buys 
the  stuff  is  usually  an  Indian.  I  have  noticed  in 
the  lowest  parts  of  the  town  goods  that  they 
would  not  stock  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business, 
and  I  have  asked  sometimes  where  they  got  them 
and  they  say,  "  on  the  Parade.''  The  whole  thing 
is  suspicious.  If  you  want  this  trade  in  the  hands 
of  the  Indian,  you  want  Indian-speaking  detectives. 
My  way  out  of  the  difficulty  would  be  to  make  them 
all  speak  English  and  keep  books,  so  that  if  any- 
thing is  found  in  a  shop,  that  was  suspicious,  the 

[A.  16— '08.]    Asiatic  Grievances.  n 
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Mr.  j.  w.  man  could  be  asked  "Where  did  you  get  this,"  and  be 
°™va  compelled  to  produce  proof  of  purchase.  I  do  not 
Aug.  28, 1908.  say  the  men  are  any  worse  than  others  and  at  the 
same  time  there  is  a  certain  class  of  Indian  that  I 
do  not  object  to  having  here  because  some  of  them 
have  had  business  training,  whereas  most  of  these 
shopkeepers  you  find  now  if  you  ask  them  what 
they  were  in  Bombay  you  will  find  they  were 
saddlers,  stonecutters,  leather-makers  or  some- 
thing, not  shopkeepers.  I  started  a  business  and 
it  went  for  eight  years,  then  I  sold  it  and  paid 
everybody.  It  was  a  tea- packing  and  coffee  busi- 
ness and  polishing  coffee,  but  when  I  called  on 
any  Indians  they  would  say  "No,  I  am  sorry  I 
cannot  buy,  so-and-so  sells  Sunlight  Soap  and 
other  articles  to  me  and  is  agent  for  such  a  tea, 
and  if  he  sees  me  selling  your  tea  he  will  be  cross. 
I  had  to  desist  from  doing  business. 

722.  I  have  only  one  question  to  ask.  You  said 
the  Indians  should  be  allowed  to  go  into  other 
trades  besides  grocery  ? — I  ask  what  is  to  prevent 
them.  Let  any  of  these  men  go  and  try  and  do 
bricklayer's  work  on  the  Government  buildings, 
they  would  be  willing  to  work  for  4s.  6d.  but  you 
will  find  the  Unions  will  not  allow  it.  I  have 
acted  as  interpreter  for  Italian  workmen  and  I 
know  the  difficulties. 

723.  If  the  Indians  went  into  other  trades  would 
they  not  be  doing  as  much  injury  to  those  trades 
as  to  the  grocery  trade  ? — That  might  be  but  the 
grocery  trade  would  be  relieved,  let  them  be  dis- 
tributed. 

724.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  notices  of  transfers 
have  to  be  published  in  the  Gazette  as  well  as  in  a 
local  paper  '?-—  I  believe  it  is  so. 

725.  Mr.  Hellier.']  That  French  paper  to  which 
you  referred — why  do  you  prefer  that  to  our 
system  ?  Is  there  anything  else  in  it  ? — Nothing 
else  except  advertisements,  but  virtually  nothing 
else  but  little  notices  of  people  going  security,  one 
for  another,  or   transferring   businesses.      It  is   a 
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Government  paper,  and  every  notary  and  lawyer    JJ*-J;W- 

n        ,  i  "  "  '  Don  'van 

looks  it  up  everv  day.  — 

726.  Is  it  under  the  authority  of  Government  ?—  Aue-28< 
Yes.  but  Government  allow  other  people  to  run  it 

and  perhaps  take  the  revenue  from  it. 

727.  Tou  were  not  aware  that  these  notices  were 
published  in  the  Gazette'? — Xo.  To  the  ordinary 
man  in  business  the  notification  in  the  Gazettt 
is  not  much  good  except  to  the  highest  commerce. 

728.  How  long  were  you  in  business  here  ? — Up 
to  last  year.  After  selling  my  own  business.  I 
was  employed  by  the  Federal  Cold  Storage  and 
there,  there  was  the  same  trouble  with  the  Indians 
with  meat  and  butter. 

729.  Would  you  say  the  Indian  traders  have  led 
to  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  white  traders? — Oh, 
yes,  they  are  wiped  out  absolutely. 

730.  And  speaking  generally  the  Indian  trader 
does  not  care  to  buy  Colonial  goods  ? — He  is  not 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  his  business  to  know 
the  advantage. 

731.  Then  the  Indian  shopkeeper  is  not  a  good 
medium  for  the  distribution  of  colonial  <>oods  ? — 
Xo. 

732.  The  white  trader  is  better  ? — Yes. 

733.  Dr.  Murray.]  Are  you  in  favour  of  the 
1906  Act  ? — I  think  it  was  well  intent ioned. 
but  I  think  too  much  power  was  given  to  the  local 
authorities,  who  perhaps  themselves  are  not  lit  to 
deal  with  the  matter.  When  the  question  arises 
of  a  man  earning  his  living  it  ought  not  to  be 
decided  by  a  small  bodv  of  men  who  may  not  be 
competent.  I  certainly  think  Government  or  the 
Municipality  should  engage  some  intelligent  clerk 
who  could  speak  some  Indian  and  put  them 
through  some  cross-examination  before  giving 
them  a  licence.  Now  a  man  comes  and  asks  for  a 
licence,  and  the  Council  must  say  "  yes  or  "  no  ' 
straight  away.     This  is  not  fair. 

734.  Mr.  Withinshaw.]  Before  the  Council  de- 
cide they  make  inquiries  through  their  officials? — 
They  have  no  time.  I  understand.      I  have  asked 

H   2 
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Mr.  j.w.    them,  and  they  say  there  are  so  many  applications 
for  licences   that    the   Council    are    expected    t® 
Aug.  28, 1908.  decide. 

735.  Then  you  would  he  surprised  to  hear  that 
the  Wynberg  Council  insist  before  giving  a  de- 
cision that  they  must  have  the  application  before 
them  some  time,  and  they  depute  the  clerk  to 
make  inquiries  as  to  the  applicant's  character  and 
the  fitness  of  the  business  place  ? — I  would  not  be 

.    surprised,  but  I  maintain  the  information  should 
be  in  the  hands  of  every  man  who  has  a  vote. 

736.  They  make  inquiries  ? — Yes,  but  the 
Council  do  not  have  the  information  in  their 
hands  before  thev  decide. 

737.  Mr  Greer.']  In  this  matter  of  giving  notice 
in  the  papers,  the  present  position  is  to  give  it  in 
the  Gazette  and  one  local  paper.  Are  you  satisfied 
as  to  the  length  of  the  notice  that  must  be  given 
under  the  present  law  ? — Yes,  14  days  is  quite 
sufficient,  but  it  should  be  14  days  from  the  time 
the  notice  appears  in  the  papers.  It  should  be  in 
a  paper  like  the  French  paper. 

738.  But  there  is  an  official  paper  which  all 
commercial  men  see,  and  the  notices  are  put  in 
that  ?  —  Not  five  per.  cent,  of  the  merchants  here 
look  at  the  Government  Gazette. 

739.  Well,  what  do  you  propose  to  do — give  the 
privilege  to  some  existing  paper  to  publish  these 
notices  or  have  one  started  ? — Yes,  you  could  get 
some  one  to  start  it. 

740.  How  often  would  you  publish  this  paper  ? — 
That  would  be  hard  for  me  to  say,  because  I  do 
not  know  about  the  business  up-country  :  if  it  had 
to  reach  remote  parts  it  would  be  a  case  for  con- 
sideration. 

741.  You  know  the  population  of  this  country  is 
different  from  France,  and  there  are  not  the  same 
number  of  transfers  ? — Oh,  more. 

742.  Yes,  more  proportionately,  but  not  abso- 
lutely ;  it  very  rarely  happens  that  there  are  more 
than  half-a-dozen  transfers  at  one  time  in  the 
Gazette  f— No. 
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743.  How   would  you   start  a  paper  with  only    -JJ1 -J- w- 
these  few  things  ? — I  would  do  it  because  I  would 

bring  in  other  things  :  have  an  exchange  column.    Aug.  2*,  1908. 

744.  I  asked  you  as  to  the  time  of  the  notice 
because  a  previous  witness  said  14  days  was  too 
short,  and  he  instanced  Mafeking  as  being  so  far 
away  ? — I  was  only  speaking  of  what  I  know — 
Cape  Town  and  neighbourhood. 

745.  You  are  strong  in  the  matter  that  it  should 
be  made  compulsory  to  keep  books  in  English  ? — 
Absolutely. 

746.  You  sav  you  have  seen  goods  in  the 
Indian's  shops  that  they  would  not  buy  and  you 
suggest  they  are  likely  to  have  got  them  in  an 
underhand  way  ? — I  don't  want  to  say  anything 
against  any  man  but  I  have  seen  the  goods  and 
asked  where  thev  got  them  and  thev  have  told  me 
they  got  them  "  from  the  Parade." 

747.  Have  you  often  seen  instances  of  this  kind  ? 
Yes,  especially  during  the  war. 

748.  "We  have  it  in  evidence  that  Indians  sell 
under  cost  price  '? — Absolutely,  yes. 

749.  We  have  had  various  explanations — some 
say  they  only  sell  so  for  a  time  others  say  they  are 
able  to  do  it  because  they  cheat  in  their  weights, 
have  you  any  explanation? — Yes,  I  have  this 
explanation  which  applies  to  others  than  Indians, 
that  the  men  who  sell  under  cost  cannot  be  acting 
honestly. 

750.  Then  you  suggest  he  must  go  bankrupt  ? — 
Yes.  he  must,  it  is  commonsense. 

751.  Mr.  Murray.)  If  you  are  against  the  Muni- 
cipal and  Divisional  Council  giving  licences  who 
would  you  allow  to  have  the  power  ? — 1  am  not 
against  them.  I  say  they  don't  employ  the  proper 
means,  sitting  round  as  a  board  they  arc  hardly 
qualified  to  decide. 

752.  But  are  vou  in  favour  of  these  bodies  re- 
taining  these  powers  ? — Yes.  with  a  difference. 

753.  Chairman.']  About  compelling  these  people  to 
keep  their  books  in  English.  I  suppose  you  would 
sav  "  or  Dutch  "  ? — I  would  sav  that  thev  should  be 
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Mr.  j.  w.    kept  in  English  ;  that  is  as  regards   documents, 

Donovan.      •      *   -  S 

_        invoices,  and  so  on. 
Aug. 28, 1908.      754.  Mr.  Louiv.]  Don't  you  think  there  are  loyal 
British  subjects  who  can   only   speak   and   write 
Dutch  ? — Oh.  yes. 

755.  And  would  it  be  fair  to  make  a  law  that 
they  must  keep  their  books  in  English  ? — Dutch- 
men ? 

756.  Yes  ? — "Well,  English  is  the  medium  of  trade 
in  this  Colony  and  that  was  the  only  reason  why 
I  gave  that  answer. 

757.  The  larger  proportion  of  trade  is  so  done 
but  is  it  fair  to  the  smaller  proportion  for  them 
to  be  compelled  to  keep  their  books  in  English  ? — 
I  cannot  speak  as  to  being  acquainted  with  the 
ways  of  the  Dutch  up-country,  but,  generally 
speaking.  I  should  say  it  would  be  advisable  to 
keep  the  books  in  the  language  in  which  the 
volume  of  trade  is  done,  but  I  have  no  feeling  in 
the  matter  and  should  be  very  sorry  that  Dutch 
people  should  find  any  inconvenience,  but  I  don't 
think  that  would  defeat  the  object  I  have  in  view. 

7oS.  If  the  Act  were  to  say  English  or  Dutch  ? 
— You  ask  me  which  I  prefer  ? 

759.  Chairman.']  Would  you  have  the  books 
kept  in  either  English  or  Dutch  ? — Well.  I  would 
agree  to  Dutch  or  English. 

Mr,  Jacob  Tsenstein\  examined. 

is^itein         7^0.   Chairman.']  You  represent  a  body  called  the 
'  —        Hawkers'  Association  ? — Yes. 
Aug-.  28, 1908.      jm    Have  you  any  grievances  on  behalf  of  that 
body,  in  respect  to  the  granting  of  licences,  that 
you  wish  to  lay  before  us  ? — Yes. 

762.  Tell  us  what  they  are  ? — Our  grievance  is 
that  hawkers  cannot  get  their  licences  any  other 
way  than  through  the  Municipal  Council,  and  the 
majority  of  the  bodies  representing  the  Munici- 
palities of  Cape  Town  and  district  are  composed  of 
shopkeepers,  and  these  shopkeepers  will  not  grant 
hawkers'  licences.     I  have  here  the  name  of  Mr.. 
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Wenetzky,  of  93,  Constitution  Street.  Cape  Town,    ,*ji 
who  has  been  in  the  Colony  14  years,  and  his  ap-  ^ 

plication  was  refused  by  the  Woodstock  Munici-  Au- 2S'  im 
pality.  J.  Wenetzky,  10.  Eaton  Place,  Cape  Town, 
has  been  ten  years  in  the  Colony,  and  his  applica- 
tion was  refused  by  the  Mowbray  Council.  E. 
Arenson,  Cape  Town,  who  has  been  11  years  in 
the  Colony,  had  his  application  refused  by  the 
Cape  Divisional  Council.  D.  Shapero,  22,  Consti- 
tution Street,  Cape  Town,  had  his  application 
refused  both  at  Eondebosch  and  Sea  Point,  although 
he  has  been  11  years  in  the  Colony.  Lipschitz, 
Mount  Street,  Cape  Town,  had  been  five  years  in 
the  Colony,  and  was  refused  by  Woodstock  Council, 
as  was  Ask  Eobinowitz,  of  Harrington  Street,  who 
has  been  13  years  in  the  Colony.  Meyerowitz.  of 
Claremont,  applied  at  that  place  for  a  licence.  He 
was  asked  by  the  Mayor  where  he  came  from,  and 
upon  his  replying  that  he  came  from  Eussia  his 
application  was  refused.  We,  hawkers,  have 
brought  our  wives  and  children  over  here,  we  are 
British  subjects,  and  have  settled  down  here,  and 
wo  have  not  had  five  minutes'  notice  that  our 
licences  would  not  be  granted,  every  penny  Ave  had 
we  have  put  out  with  different  people,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  get  our  money  in  unless  we  supply 
the  people  with  other  goods,  and  we  do  not  know 
what  to  do. 

763.  Were  all  these  men  of  good  character  ? — Mr. 
Myburg  the  Secretary  of  the  Association  applied 
for  a  licence  and  was  asked  to  bring  references. 
He  had  one  from  Mr.  John  Garlick  stating  ';  The 
bearer.  Mr.  Aaron  Myburg.  of  14,  Sidney  Street, 
Cape  Town,  wishes  to  renew  the  hawkers'  licence 
held  by  him.  We  beg  to  state  that  he  has  been 
dealing  with  us  for  some  years  and  we  have  found 
him  honest  and  respectable.'  Yet  he  was  refused, 
and  the  Council  declined  to  give  any  reason  for 
their  refusal.  Not  one  of  these  gentlemen  has 
ever  been  convicted  of  any  offence  and  can  show 
the  highest  references. 
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lutein        764*  J)o  y°u  know  of  cases  where  licences  have 
_        been  granted  to  hawkers  since  the  Act  ?— No.     I 
Aiig.ss.iQos.oniy  know  Cape  Town. 

765.  Do  you  represent  hawkers  of  European 
Nationality  only,  or  have  you  Indians  ?— No,  we 
have  only  Europeans  in  our  body. 

766.  You  say  there  are  no  cases  of  the  Council 
having  discriminated  and  granted  licences  to  some 
hawkers  and  not  to  others  ? — No. 

767.  Mr.  Lundie.]  How  many  members  are  there 
in  your  Association  ? — About  150. 

768.  Is  it  an  organization  that  meets  periodically 
and  discusses  things  ?— No,  they  only  meet  since  the 
licences  were  stopped.  We  have  never  had  any 
organization  before. 

769.  Is  the  Association  largely  composed  of 
country  hawkers  that  go  outside  the  town? — No, 
it  is  composed  of  those  who  work  in  the  town. 

770.  In  this  town  ? — Yes,  in  this  town  and  in 
this  division. 

771.  And  the  Municipality  object  to  granting 
these  licences  but  give  no  reason  ? — No. 

772.  And  they  do  not  give  any  notification  in 
time  to  realize  the  goods  you  may' have  ? — No,  and 
they  give  no  reason  for  refusing  except  when  the 
Mayor  asked  Mr.  Meyerowitz  what  nationality  he 
was,  and  when  he  replied  .Russian  his  application 
was  refused.  That  is  the  only  reason  I  can  give, 
and  the  majority  of  us  are  British  subjects. 

773.  But  from  Russia? — Yes,  we  came  from 
Russia. 

774.  Mr.  Hellier.]  Where  did  you  become  na- 
turalized British  subjects  ? — In  Cape  Colony. 

775.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? — Are  you  referring 
to  me  or  the  others  ? 

776.  Those  who  have  been  refused  ? — Oh,  some 
considerable  time. 

777.  Mr.  Withinshaiv.~]  Have  the  Municipalities 
refused  licences  not  only  to  men  of  Russian  ex- 
traction but  also  to  English  born  people  ?— They 
may  have  done  so. 
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778.  Thcv  have  not  granted'  them  to  anybody  ? —      Mr.  J. 
Not  that  I  know  of.  lsen^in' 

779.  They  have   not   discriminated   against   the  Aug.  2*,  ijk>8. 
Jewish  people  ? — No. 

780.  Mr.  Greer.']  What  do  you  suggest  as  a 
remedy? — Our  suggestion  is  that  we  would  like  to 
have  it  in  the  hands  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  to 
grant  licences. 

781.  But  have  you  thought  out  any  scheme  ? — 
Our  scheme  is  that  a  man  that  applies  for  a  licence 
should  go  to  the  magistrate  and  this  magistrate 
should  grant  or  refuse  him  a  licence,  the  licence 
ought  to  be  granted  to  those  people  that  had  a 
licence  before  unless  he  has  been  convicted  for  any 
offence.     That  would  be  another  matter. 

782.  Then  you  would  ask  that  the  power  of 
granting  or  refusing  these  licences  should  be  put 
in  the  hands  of  the  Magistrate  who  should  grant 
licences  unless  there  was   something   against   the 

•  character  of  the  person  ? — Quite  so. 

783.  Of  course  you  know,  at  present,  the  licence 
must  be  granted  unless  two-thirds  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  vote  against  it? — Yes.  and  you  find 
in  Woodstock  or  any  other  municipality  that  the 
majority  of  the  members  are  shopkeepers. 

784.  But  take  the  Divisional  Council  they  are 
not  shopkeepers  ? — There  are  some. 

785.  But  there  are  professional  men  and  others 
on  the  Council,  and  remember  it  only  takes  one- 
third  to  carry  the  motion  ? — Yes. 

786.  You  are  not  satisfied  and  vou  think  it  is 
unjust  to  the  people  who  have  invested  money 
and  suddenly  their  living  is  carried  away  ? — Yes. 
Another  grievance  is  that  the  hawker  at  present 
has  to  pay  £2  per  municipality,  before,  the  hawker 
used  to  pay  £3  to  include  all  the  municipalities. 
Now  he  has  to  pay  £24  altogether  if  he  travels 
the  suburbs  where  before  he  had  to  pay  £3.  A 
hawker  earns  his  living  hardly  and  from  hand  to 
mouth  and  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  pay  £2  per 
municipality  whereas  a  shopkeeper  can  keep  as 
many  travellers  as  he  likes,  he  pays  his  £3  and 
sends  his  travellers  anywhere. 


106  MIXUTES   OF   EVIDENCE  TAKEN   BEFOEE  THE   SELECT 

Mr.  j.  787.  You  are  aware  of   the  alteration  made   by 

senstem.  par]iament  p — Yes.  I  am  aware  of  that. 
Aug.  28,1908.  788.  Mr.  Lundie.~\  You  say  a  great  many  of  these 
hawkers  are  your  countrymen  from  the  south  of 
Eussia,  now  what  work  were  they  employed  in 
before  they  came  to  this  country  ? — I  could  not 
say,  the  majority  of  them  have  always  been  in 
business. 

789.  They  are  not  accustomed  to  manual  work, 
they  were  not  masons  or  anything-  of  that  kind  ? — 
No,  if  they  were  labourers  they  would  be  better 
off  at  3s.  to  3s.  6d.  a  dav. 


Morulau  31st  August.  1908. 
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Mr.  Powell  (Chairman J. 


Dr.  Murray. 
Mr.  Levey. 
Mr.  Lundie. 


Mr.  Alexander. 
Mr.  Withinshaw. 

Mr.  Hellier. 


Mr.  Clarence  Wilfred  Cousins,  examined. 

Mr.  c.  w.        790.  Chairman;']  You  are  the  officer  administering 
the  Immigration  Act  ? — I  am  the  chief  Immigra- 
Ang.8i.i908.tion  Officer. 

791.  I  may  tell  you  that  the  object  of  this 
Committee  is  not  to  overhaul  your  Department  in 
any  way,  because  that  is  being  done  elsewhere,  but 
we  have  submitted  to  you  proofs  of  evidence  given 
to  us  the  Committee,  by  Indians,  and  we  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  what  you  have  to  say  as  to  that 
evidence  ? — Yes.  I  have  to  thank  you  for  the 
opportunity  that  has  been  afforded  me  for  perusing 
the  evidence  before  coming  here.  I  see  the  first 
witness  was  Ebrahim  Norodien,  representing  the 
South  African  Indian  Association,  I  know  this 
gentleman  and  have  had  a  fair  number  of  dealings 
with  him.  I  am  in  some  difficulty,  to  know  how- 
ever, how  I  should  answer  his  allegations  as  there 
are  no  specific  cases  given  in  the  evidence.     Is  it 
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necessary  for  me  to  answer  the  particular  allega-    -Mr.  c.  w. 

,  .  n  Cousins. 

tions  ? 

792.  Take  the  particular  allegations  ?— I  should  a^.  31.1909. 
like  to  go  with  some  detail  into  some  of  Xorodien's 
statements  which  are  not  altogether  untrue,  hut 

give  a  totally  wrong  impression.  His  main  points 
appear  to  be  firstly  that  there  is  a  sort  of  arrange- 
ment, expressed  or  implied,  between  Mr  Abdol 
Cader  and  myself,  that  is  the  Department  ;  and 
that  under  this  arrangement  Mr.  Cader  has  certain 
advantages.  The  other  main  points  are  in  respect 
to  the  unlawful  landing  of  Asiatics,  and  the 
unfair  treatment  of  Asiatics  whose  cases  are 
being  considered  by  the  Department.  Mr.  Boosee 
one  of  the  witnesses,  I  see  also  in  his  evidence,  makes 
similar  statements.  I  notice  that  there  was  an 
objection  to  giving  names  in  the  matter,  of  course 
I  can  understand  that  there  may  be  reasons  for 
that,  as  these  persons  who  are  here  are  here  proba- 
bly under  fraud,  and  the  necessary  consequence  of 
their  discoverv  would  be  removal  from  the  country. 

793.  Chairman.]  I  may  tell  you.  Mr.  Cousins,  that 
the  witnesses  offered  to  come  forward  if  the  Com- 
mittee would  give  them  full  protection  as  to  the 
consequence,  but  the  Committee  felt  themselves  un- 
able to  go  beyond  saying  thai  they  would  not 
publish  the  names  ;  that,  the  persons  thought,  was 
not  sufficient  and  so  they  did  not  come  forward  ? — 
Yes.  I  do  not  want  to  deny  that  there  is  reason  for 

• 

their  not  coming  forward  ;  but  it  makes  it  difficult 
for  me  to  do  more  than  generally  deny  their 
general  statements.  I  may  say  that  I  have  papers 
here  in  which  the  same  accusations  as  have  been 
made  to  the  Committee  regarding  Mr.  Cader, 
were  made  to  the  Colonial  Secretary .  These  accu- 
sations  have  also  been  made  before  from  time  to 
time,  but  in  this  instance  an  emphatic  charge  was 
made  and  the  persons  concerned  put  it  all 
before  the  editor  of  a  local  paper  and  considerable 
notice  was  given  to  the  matter.  The  editor  sug- 
gested that  the  allegations  made  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  stringent  investigation.      This  came  be- 
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CouSnf'    fore  tlie  Colonial  Secretary  and  he  asked  for  speci- 
fic facts  to  go   upon.     It   was  the   editor  of  the 
A.g.31,1908.  u  $outh  African  Spectator"  Mr.  Peregrino  to  whom 
I  am  referring,  who  did  his  best  to  obtain  witnesses 
and  afterwards  published  an  article  exposing-  the 
schemes   of   Mr.   Noroclien   and   Mr.  Boosee.     He 
failed  to  get  any  corroboration  of  the   statements 
made  to  him,  and  he  exposed  what  he  called  the 
"  cloven  hoof."   As  to  the  allegations  against  Abdol 
Cader  my  impression  about  Mr.  Cader  is  that  he  has 
been  absolutely   honest   and  straightforward   and, 
although  he  is  at  times  possibly  victimised,  I  must 
say    that    I    have    never    come    across    a    single 
case     in    which    he    has    not    been    straightfor- 
ward in  his  dealings  and  I  never  knew  him  fail 
to  report  any  case  of  attempted  fraud  that  come  to 
his  notice.     As  to  there  being  any  understanding 
between   him   and  myself  I  must  positively  and 
emphatically  deny  this.     Of  course  if  there  were 
any  specific  cases  put  forward  I  would  have  dealt 
with  them,  but  I  find  nothing  of  the  kind  put 
forward,  and  so  it   is  impossible  for   me   to   put 
forward  more  than  a  general  denial.     I  regret  that 
there  have  not  been  some  specified  cases  to  deal 
with.     Mr.  Boosee,    however,   at  the   end  of  this 
evidence  says  that  Cader  brought  a  man  before  me, 
who  has  entered  under  fraud.     I  am  glad  of  the 
mention  of  this  case  because  it  gives  me  a  chance 
to  deal  with  something  definite.     It  is  the  case  of 
a  man  named  Hoosen.     Mr.  Boosee  told  the  Com- 
mittee that  this  man  came  here  under  a  false  name 
and   entered   the   Colony   by   fraud   through    the 
agency  of  Mr.  Cader.     I  may  say  that  this  man 
has  not  yet  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the  Colony  ; 
he  is  here  under  a  temporary  permit  while  his  case 
is  being  investigated.     Mr.   Boosee   wrote   to   the 
Colonial  Secretary  warning  him  that  this  man  was 
coming  in  and  that  he  had  no  right  in  the  country. 
I  have  written  to  Mr.  Boosee,  and  have  sent  a  clerk 
round  there  twice,  askiug  him  for  certain  evidence 
he  offered  in  the  matter  ;  but  so  far  it  has  not  been 
forthcoming.     The  man  seems  entitled  to  be  here, 
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he  has  been  here  before  for  6  years  and  I  think  in    ^  c.  w. 

view  of  the  decision  of  the  court  in  such  cases,  I 

shall  have  to  allow  him  to  come  in.     Mr.  Boosee  Ans-  31» 1M* 

has  given  us  no  chance  to  go  into  the  case,  this  is 

a  specific  case  in  which  Mr.  Boosee  has  said  that  a 

man  has  come  in  here  and  has  no  right  to  be  here, 

the  case  is  still  sub  judice  and  the  man  must  return 

if  the  case  is  decided  against  him,  and  it  is  still 

open  to   Mr.   Boosee   to    supply   any  evidence  he 

may  have. 

Then  we  have  a  good  deal  of  reference  to  Indian 
Priests,  and  I  see  in  one  case  the  Department  is 
accused  of  admitting  a  man  as  a  priest  when  as  a 
matter  of  fact  he  was  not  a  priest  and  is  now  serving 
in  Mr.  Norodien's  shop.  I  have  made  a  list  of  all 
priests,  or  professing  priests,  who  have  landed 
during  the  last  two  years.  There  have  been  13  of 
these  of  whom  5  are  still  in  the  Colony  under  proper 
permits,  5  have  gone  back  to  India,  and  there  are 
3  under  temporary  permits  and  liable,  if  found,  to 
leave  at  any  time.  These  three  are  so-called  priests 
who  have  deposited  £10  in  each  case  here  for  a 
temporary  permit,  and  having  failed  to  leave  in 
terms  of  their  permits  have  forfeited  the  deposits 
to  the  Government.  I  think  it  likelv  that  a  little 
investigation  would  show  that  the  priest  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Norodien  is  one  of  those  who  have  for- 
feited the  £10,  and  that  it  is  very  probable  that 
the  £10  alleged  to  have  gone  to  Mr.  Cadcr  is  the 
£10  that  has  gone  to  the  Government.  The  Depart- 
ment are  bound  to  be  subjected  to  fraud  occa- 
sionally. It  has  been  undoubtedly  misled  in  these 
cases  ;  but  still  the  Government  has  secured  the 
deposit  money.  There  are  other  allegations  made 
in  the  evidence,  some  references  having  being  made 
to  the  detention  station.  Well,  anyone  knowing 
the  habits  and  manner  of  life  of  Indians,  and  of 
the  unsanitary  conditions  of  their  houses  would 
agree,  if  an  investigation  were  made  and  the 
detention  station  were  inspected,  that  there  was 
certainly  no  hardship  in  the  matter  of  accommo- 
dation.    It  is  not  necessary  there  to  put  Indians 
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Mr.  c.  w.  and  Europeans  together.  The  building  is  not  a 
palatial  structure  ;  but  it  provides  decent  shelter 
Aug.  31, 1908.  for  those  detained.  The  number  detained  at 
present  is  not  as  a  rule  large,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  we  give  out  these  temporary  permits  on 
receipt  of  the  deposits.  I  see  also  reference  to  a 
case  in  which  Mr.  Norodien  appears  to  think 
hardship  was  inflicted  upon  the  Indians  by  the 
treatment  of  minor  children.  This  is  an  important 
matter ;  because  the  case  referred  to  was  one 
in  which  we  were  at  a  distinct  legal  disadvantage, 
and  it  is  a  point  in  which  the  law  with  regard 
to  Asiatics  wants  amendment.  We  were  not  able 
to  prove  that  these  boys  were  not  under  16 ; 
whereas  the  best  medical  advice  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Government  showed  that  these  "'boys  "were 
from  20  to  23  years  of  age.  I  often  see  one  of  those 
boys  who  then  came  in,  in  Adderley-street,  and 
now  his  moustache  and  beard  have  grown  he  seems 
to  be  quite  24  years  of  age.  I  must  say  the  legal 
difficulties  are  such  that  we  are  at  a  great  disad- 
vantage. I  had  at  my  disposal  the  opinion  of  5 
highly  qualified  Government  Medical  Officers,  who 
gave  strong  certificates  that  the  boys  were  not  only 
over  16  years  of  age,  but  probably  20  to  23  years  of 
age,  but  the  opinions  so  expressed  were  not  suffi- 
cient to  upset  the  sworn  statements  of  the  parents, 
and  the  legal  evidence  they  were  able  to  bring- 
before  the  Court.  At  the  present  time  the  whole 
of  the  new  Asiatic  immigration  consists  of  minor 
sons.  The  law,  it  is  true,  has  been  altered  from  21 
to  16  years,  but  as  long  as  we  are  at  the  mercy  of 
the  parents'  statements  we  are  at  a  great  disadvan- 
tage. I  would  not  even  say  it  was  a  hardship  to 
keep  these  boys  out ;  for  unless  the  father  had  his 
family  out  here,  the  sons  should  not  come  in. 
These  boys  are  only  being  brought  in  as  indentured 
servants,  and  I  really  think  it  would  be  better  if 
they  were  kept  out. 

794.  Mr.  Lunette.]  Have  you  any  knowledge  as 
to  money  passing  to  Cader  from  his  clients  ? — I 
have   no  actual   knowledge,   generally   speaking ; 
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but   have   had  the  allegations   made  to  me   that    ^JVf- 
certain  sums  have  passed.     The  only  actual  cases        _ 
that  have  come  to  my  knowledge  were  where  £2  or  Au-  :;1 
£o  was  paid  to  him'  as  agent,   an   amount   which 
compares  very  favourably  with  that  charged  br- 
others who  also  act  as  agents.     There  are  a  dozen 
or  so  who  do  this  business,  and  1  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  Cader  charges  more  than  others,  or 
I  would  be  surprised  at  the  numbers  going  to  him. 
Probably  they  go  to  him  because  they  know  he 
has  been  long  resident  here  and  is  known  to  be 
respectable. 

795.  Can  you  suggest  anything  to  improve 
the  present  regulations  as  to  the  admittance  of 
minors  into  the  country  ? — Of  course  one  could 
suggest  things  that  would  assist  the  Government ; 
but  we  must  also  understand  the  difficulties  of  the 
father.  On  the  other  side  of  the  water  it  is  difficult 
for  him  to  get  satisfactory  magistrates'  certificates, 
and  knowing  the  conditions  on  the  other  side  we 
hesitate  to  make  things  more  difficult  for  him  ;  but 
at  the  same  time,  from  the  social  point  of  view,  I 
do  not  think  it  would  be  a  hardship,  where  the 
•Asiatics  are  not  settled  here,  if  these  minors  were 
excluded  altogether.  Where,  however,  an  Asiatic 
is  settled  here,  and  his  wife  is  with  him.  ho  should, 
1  think,  be  allowed  to  have  his  children,  even  up 
to  21  years  of  age.  It  would  be  no  hardship  to 
those  not  settled  here  to  exclude  their  minor 
children.  It  is  not  possible  to  deal  with  the  Asiatic 
as  with  the  European  ;  the  whole  nature  of  the  man 
is  oriental,  his  habits  arc  different  from  those  of 
a  European,  and  legislation  that  would  apply  easily 
to  the  European  is  not  applicable  to  the  Asiatic  ; 
and  that  is  one  of  our  difficulties  with  the  Asiatics 
and  Europeans — they  arc  both  dealt  with  under 
the  same  law,  and  so  a  great  amount  of  discrimi- 
nation is  necessary  in  administering  the  law. 

796.  Do  you  think  the  British  Authorities  in 
India  could  obtain  the  information  on  that  side, 
which  you  cannot  get  on  this,  with  regard  to  age, 
and  whether  they  are  or  are  not  the  son-  of  the 
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m^ow.  men  who  profess  to  be  their  parents? — Yes,  we 
have  had  certificates  from  Magistrates,  but, 
Aus.  31, 1908.  although  some  of  the  Magistrates'  certificates  are 
useful,  vet  in  the  case  of  other  minor  Magistrates 
my  experience  has  led  me  to  distrust  their 
statements. 

797.  Mr.  Alexander.']  Have  you  answered  Mr. 
Boosee's  letter  in  which  he  brought  these  allega- 
tions forward? — Yes,  I  have  a  copy  of  a  letter 
signed  by  me  by  direction  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary asking  for  further  particulars. 

798.  So  that  matter  is  still  under  discussion  ? — 
Yes. 

799.  With  regard  to  this  detention  depot,  how 
much  do  you  charge  a  day  ? — There  is  a  regular 
tariff  which  provides  that  the  whole  expense  of 
the  depot  is  borne  by  the  immigrants  or  the  ship- 
ping companies.  It  is  the  shipping  companies.  I 
may  explain,  to  whom  we  look. 

800.  Yes,  but  what  is  the  immigrant  charged 
while  he  is  being  detained  there  ? — For  one  immi- 
grant the  charge  will  be  17s.  6d.  a  day,  but  with 
more  immigrants  the  charge  is  proportionately 
lower. 

801.  What  amount  of  food  do  they  get  ? — They 
are  fed  by  the  Dock  caterer,  who  charges  Is.  6d. 
each,  I  think.  You  understand  that  there  are 
guards  to  be  paid  for  and  other  smaller  expenses. 

802.  And  you  have  not  different  accommoda- 
tion ? — You  understand  there  are  two  guards  to  be 
paid  for. 

803.  Yes,  and  it  might  afterwards  turn  out  that 
these  people  had  a  right  to  land  ? — Yes,  but  at  the 
time  they  arrived  here  they  would  not  have  estab- 
lished their  claim.  The  depot  is  entirely  for  their 
own  advantage  to  facilitate  transhipment  or 
make  good  any  claims  they  may  have. 

804.  But  if  they  establish  their  right  to  land., 
they  are  not  refunded  the  17s  6d.? — Certainly  not. 

805.  Have  you  a  different  class  of  accommoda- 
tion ? — Yes,  we  have  better  accommodation  in  a 
separate  building,  with  beds  for  the  better  class. 
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806.  What   do  you  mean  by  better  accommoda-    fe^L^1 
tion  ?     For  Europeans  ? — Not  necessarily.     Simply 

for  the  better  class  of  people:    a   building   with  Aug.  31.  i90& 
some  six  beds  in  it. 

807.  And  this  class  and  the  others  are  all  charged 
the  same  rate  ? — Yes.  the  same  rate,  17s.  6d.  a  day 
for  one,  the  cost  price  to  the  Government. 

808.  Chairman.]  That  is  if  there  is  only  one? — 
Yes,  it  is  proportionally  very  much  less  for  a 
number. 

809.  Mr.  Alexander.]  The  price  is  less  for  a 
larger  number? — Y"es.  the  cost  of  the  guards  is 
distributed  amongst  the  people  there. 

810.  The  less  the  number  the  more  they  pay  V — 
Yes,  the  working  expenses  are  proportionately 
heavier. 

811.  As  regards  the  law.  it  is  all  right  now  ;  in 
former  times  minor  children  under  21  vears  of  age 
could  come  in,  it  is  now  16  years  ? — I  do  not  think 
that  the  law  is  satisfactory  on  this  point  even 
now. 

812.  Your  complaint  is  that  the  Court's  decision 
was  wrong? — I  am  not  presuming  to  dispute  the 
decision  of  Court.  In  the  case  of  the  boys  you 
refer  to,  the  Government  was  acting  on  1  ie  best 
legal  opinion  it  had.  and  also  on  the  best  medical 
professional  opinion.  I  also  know  that  these  boys 
went  round  to  medical  men  trying  to  get  certifi- 
cases  to  their  advantage,  and  were  refused. 

813.  That  was  put  before  the  Court  ? — Xo. 

814.  You  did  not  put  all  the  information  before 
the  Court  ? — The  Government  put  before  the  Con  it 
all  the  information  that  it  thought  relevant  to  the 
position. 

S15.  I  ask  you  this,  you  say  you  had  got  some 
evidence  that  was  not  before  the  Court  about  the 
boys  being  before  other  doctors.  It  was? — Yes. 
certain  medical  evidence  was  before  the  court, but 
1  did  not.  of  course,  go  to  the  court  and  say  that 
these  boys  had  been  round  to  other  doctors. 

8      Asiatic  Grievances. 
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Mr.  c.  w.  816.  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  these  persons 
ou&mh.  ka^  evidently  humbugged  the  Department  ? — 
Aug.  31, 1908.  Because  my  point  is  this,  and  I  should  like  the 
Committee  to  understand  it.  that  there  is  a 
difference  between  legal  proof  of  the  age  and  the 
actual  fact.  Personally  I  had  no  doubt  about  it 
that  those  boys  were  adults  and  it  would  only 
take  a  few  minutes  for  the  Committee  to  ask  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  to  appear  so  as  to 
satisfy  them.  My  point  is  that  certainly  from  an 
administrative  point  of  view  the  Administration 
is  at  a  great  disadvantage.  We  had  to  disprove 
the  parents'  evidence.  The  judge  remarked  that 
there  was  the  positive  evidence  of  the  parent  of 
the  boy  that  the  boy  was  under  16  years  of  age, 
and  there  was  no  sworn  evidence  that  that  state- 
ment was  not  true.  This  shows  the  weakness  of 
the  Administration  under  the  law  as  it  stands  ;  it 
could  get  opinions  in  plenty,  but  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  get  any  definite  disproof. 

817.  The  judge  had  the  boys  before  him  ? — Yes, 
but  he  did  not  submit  them  to  a  medical  examina- 
tion. 

818.  There  was  another  case  where  a  man  went 
to  India  for  a  couple  of  years  and  came  back 
again  and  was  refused  permission  to  land,  this 
was  the  man  Chaffikir  and  Government  lost 
the  case  and  had  to  pay,  was  that  a  mistake  on 
the  part  of  the  Administration  ? — The  judgment 
was  against  the  Government  ;  but  the  Government 
was  acting  on  legal  advice,  under  which  this  man 
had  been  excluded. 

819.  And  in  the  case  of  the  bovs  there  was  evi- 
dence  on  the  other  side,  Dr.  Currey  said  they,  in  his 
opinion,  were  under  16  years  of  age  ? — Yes. 

820.  Dr.  Currey  has  been  in  India  ? — Yes,  but  I 
might  add  that  two  doctors  on  the  Government 
side  had  also  Indian  experience  and  were  especially 
qualified  to  judge  these  cases. 

821.  You  suggest  the  Court's  judgment  was 
wrong  ? — No,  I  do  not.  I  have  said  most  clearly 
and  emphatically  that  I  do  not  presume  to  ques- 
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tion  the  judgment  of  the  Court  as  interpreting  the    Mr.c.  w. 

law.     I  am  satisfied  with  it.     It  is  binding ;  and 

for  that  very  reason  the  restriction  of  undesirable  Aug.3i,i908. 

immigrants  is  more  difficult  to  enforce  under  the 

law  as  it  stands. 

(S22.  You  are  dissatisfied  with  the  magistrates  of 
India? — Yes,  with  the  certificates  of  certain  minor 
magistrates  ;  but  if  you  know  anything  of  dealing 
with  Asiastics  you  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  get 
them  to  state  the  truth,  and  to  the  magistrates,  to 
prcrvide  certificates  of  any  value  to  us. 

823.  You  have  made  this  statement  about  these 
minor  magistrates  ? — I  said  that  I  had  reason  to 
believe  that  certain  of  these  magistrates'  state- 
ments were  of  doubtful  value  to  me,  but  it  was 
not  because  the  magistrates  would  state  falsehoods 
but  because  the  statements  made  to  them  would 
be  doubtful,  and  very  possibly  the  person  who 
appeared  before  them  is  not  the  person  who 
arrived  here. 

824.  Have  you  taken  any  steps  to  inform  the 
Indian  Government  about  this  ? — I  think  vou  are 
asking  me  questions  beyond  my  right  to  answer. 

Wr>.  Have  you  obtained  the  assistance  of  the 
Indian  Government  in  this  matter  ? — We  should 
be  pleased  if  the  Indian  Government  could  assist 
us  more. 

826.  Have  you  any  man  in  your  department  who 
understands  Indian? — The  Immigration  Officer 
knows  sufficient  for  ordinary  purpose's. 

827.  But  if  you  have  to  interpret,  you  gei  an 
interpreter  ? — Yes. 

828.  Is  there  not  a  man  named  Draper  who 
lias  now  been  transferred  to  the  Foods  and  Drugs 
Department  who  has  had  a  large  experience 
in  India  ? — No  man  of  the  name  of  Dracott 
was  ever  employed  in  the  Immigration  Depart- 
ment. 

829.  Would  it  not  be  better  it  you  had  a  man 
like  that  in  the  Department  because  you  have  to 
call  in  Indians  to  interpret  at  present,  as  you 
have  no  one  in  the  Department  to  carry  out  a  long 

I  2 
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Mr. c.  w.  investigation? — We  have  had  no  objections  in  4 
oubim  years  to  the  interpreters  Avho  have  been  available. 
Aug.  3ir  inns.  (S30.  Bat  you  see  there  is  one  section  of  Indians 
against  another,  and  such  an  arrangement  would 
be  good  in  that  way  ? — If  an  Indian  objected  to 
any  particular  interpreter  the  Department  would 
have  no  objection  to  getting  in  another. 

831.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  calling  in 
Mr.  Cader  to  interpret  ? — Only  in  his  own  cases. 

83?.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  largest  number  of  cases 
come  through  Mr.  Cader  ? — I  should  not  say  that. 
I  think  certainly  not. 

833.  You  say  you  know  that  in  2  or  3  cases 
he  lias  charged  for  his  services  ? — I  have  know- 
ledge  in  some  case's  of  the  extent  of  his  charges. 
I  never  suggested  that  those  were  the  only  cases 
in  which  he  charged.  He  probably  charges  in 
every  case  in  which  he  is  agent. 

834.  You  sav  he  had  had  no  more  facilities  with 
his  cases  than  others  have  had  ? — He  had  no 
special  facilities.  If  he  has  an  advantage,  it  is 
simple  because  he  has  had  a  long  residence  here, 
and  is  well  known. 

835.  You  know  Norodien  ? — Yes,  he  has  often 
come  with  eases  and  his  references  have  been 
accepted. 

836.  You  know  no  reason  why  there  should  be 
any  ill-feeling  on  his  part  ? — No,  but  for  all  I  know 
he  may  have  had  some  of  his  eases  refused. 

837.  You  have  seen  of  a  case  of  one  particular 
priest,  you  referred  to  it  ? — I  have  already  stated 
that  the  Government  admitted  him  on  a  Tem- 
porary Pass.  The  Government  may  have  been 
misled  in  this  case,  but  at  least  it  has  the  £10. 

838.  But  it  was  suggested  that  this  case  was 
refused  when  asked  for  by  one  agent  and  then 
allowed  to  go  through  on  Mr.  Cader' s  investiga- 
tion?— I  do  not  know  of  any  such  case  ;  but  it  is 
quite  possible  that  fresh  representations  were 
made  in  a  case  and  it  was  accepted.  If  a  ease  is 
refused  and  further  application  is  made  which 
might  bring  fresh  evidence  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
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if  satisfied,  might  give  me  instructions  to  admit     *£-c.-w; 
tne  case.  — 

839.  Mr.  Withinshaw.]  You  are  then  of  opinion  Ang.si,iwfc 
that  the  onus  of  proof  should  be  on  the  immigrant 

and  not  on  the  Government  ? — It  would  be  a  very 
great  advantage  to  the  Government. 

840.  With  regard  to  the  13  priests  of  whom  you 
say  five  have  left  the  country,  five  are  here  on 
temporary  permits  and  three  have  deposited  £10 
each  which  will  be  forfeited.  Will  the  Immigra- 
tion Department  take  any  steps  to  find  them  ? — 
Wo  have  done  the  best  possible,  we  have  their 
thumb  marks,  and  could  identify  them,  if  found. 
But  it  is  most  difficult  to  trace  an  Indian.  On  this 
account  the  Transvaal  with  its  Asiatic  Registration 
has  a  clear  advantage  over  this  Colon  v. 

841.  Well,  thev  say  one  is  in  the  employment  of 
Norodien? — If  the  information  had  come  in  any 
other  way  the  Government  would  have  taken 
action  but  I  do  not  know  whether  the  Government 
arc  quite  entitled  to  make  use  of  the  evidence 
which  reaches  it  in  this  way.  The  Transvaal  in 
the  matter  of  tracing  has  a  great  advantage  over 
us.  and  is  taking  steps  to  register  their  Indians. 
We  know  where  every  Chinaman  is  but  the  Indians 
it  is  impossible  to  trace. 

842.  Chairman^  You  have  to  deal  with  many 
Indian  languages,  have  you  not?  Could  you  gel 
one  interpreter  that  could  deal  with  all  ? — No,  I 
think  not.  I  think  it  would  require  more.  There 
are  two  or  three  main  languages  and  numerous 
dialects. 

Mr.  Johannes  Studer,  M.L.A..  examined. 

843.  Chairman.]  You  are  a  Member  of  the  House  Mr.j.stact« 
of  Assembly,  and  represent  Namaqualand  ? — Yes. 

844.  This  Committee,  amongst  other  things,  has  \ug.3i,  1901 
been  examining  into  the  grievances  of  hawkers.    I 
understand  you  are  in  a  position  to  give  us  some 

idea  of  the  attitude  of  the  country  people  towards 
hawkers  ? — You  mean  as  it  affects  the  people  ? 

845.  As    it     affects     the     farmer  .J— I     cannot 
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Mr.  j  studer.  quite  uiidei'staiid  whether  you  mean  the  former 
'_!  '      Hawking  Act.  which  is  now  changed  and  power 
Aug. 31, 1908.  pUt  in  the  hands  of  the  Divisional  Council  now. 

846.  Yes.  ? — Well.  I  must  say  the  present  licens- 
ing system  is  the  best.  The  licences  before — I  am 
speaking  of  JSTamaqualand  —  the  licences  before 
were  given  out  wholesale  and  many  farmers  were 
ruined.  Many  hawkers  could  not  afford  to  carry 
large  stocks,  and  had  only  £200  to  £300  worth, 
and  they  would  come  to  the  farmers  and  force  them 
to  buy,  and  then  would  prosecute  them  to  compel 
them  to  pay,  very  often  whether  they  were  able  to 
or  not.  Many  of  these  poor  farmers  did  buy, 
which  they  would  not  have  done  had  the  hawker 
not  come  there,  and  as  a  consequence  of  this  in  a 
short  time  many  of  them  were  sold  up.  The 
present  Act  works  all  right,  leaving  it  to  the 
Divisional  Council  to  say  how  many  persons  should 
have  licences. 

847.  There  are  practically  no  hawkers  there  ? — 
Not  since  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

848.  Have  the  farmers  as  a  community  other 
objections  to  the  hawkers  ? — No. 

849.  Mr.  H<jUitjr.~}  The  Divisional  Council  have 
not  issued  any  licences  since  it  had  the  power  ? — 
The  Divisional  Council  intend  issuing  a  few.  They 
were  placed  in  a  difficult  position.  They  had  at 
least  70  applications,  and  they  weie  at  a  loss  to 
know  who  to  issue  to.  and  so  they  decided  not  to 
issue  any  licences  ;  but  thev  have  now  decided  to 
give  well  known  people  licences  in  the  future.  It 
was  simply  flooded  with  licences  in  the  past. 

850.  Mr.  Alexander^  You  say  formerly  there 
used  to  be  wholesale  issuing  of  licences,  now  the 
hawkers'  grievance  is  that,  immediately  this  Act 
was  passed,  there  was  a  wholesale  refusal  ? — Only 
this  time. 

851.  Well,  soon  after  this  Act  came  into  force,  I 
had  a  telegram  from  the  hawkers  saving,  that  since 
the  Act  had  come  into  force,  all  their  applications 
for  licences  were  refused? — Yes,  I  know  of  that 
telegram. 
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852.  All  their  applications  were  refused? — Yes,  Mr.j.studer, 
it  was  very  hard  on  them.  vlla. 

853.  Am  I  correct  in  saying  that  some  of  them  Aug.  si.  1908. 
are  in  a  very  large  way  of  business,  and  some  had 

been  in  business  for  20  years  and  had  a  large  stock 
in  hand  and  outstanding,  and  that  that  has  caused 
ruin  to  some  ? — Yes,  but  that  was  the  position,  the 
Divisional  Council  were  in  such  an  awkward 
position  through  these  wholesale  applications.  70 
I  think,  there  were  many  new  applications,  but  it 
was  very  hard  on  the  old  hawkers.  Well,  the 
Divisional  Council  at  present  intend  giving  to  the 
old  hawkers,  who  are  well  known  in  the  District  ; 
these  persons  will  be  granted  licences,  they  were 
only  refused  because  of  the  new  applications. 

854.  But  it  was  very  hard  on  the  old  traders? — 
Yes,  but  the  Council  could  not  decide  amongst  so 
many. 

855.  Would  it  not  have  been  fair  that  the  men  in 
business  many  years  should  have  been  treated 
differently  to  the  men  only  coining  with  a  new 
licence  ? — Yes.  I  think  so. 

856.  You  know  if  a  General  Dealer  had  a  licence 
when  the  Act  came  in  force  he  had  not  to  go  to 
the  Council  ? — Yes. 

857.  When  you  speak  of  hawkers  is  it  not  a  fact 
that  though  so-called  hawkers,  some  of  them,  deal 
in  thousands  of  pounds  ? — Yes,  that  is  so. 

858.  And  simply  because  they  have  to  travel 
about  thev  have  been  refused  licences? — Yes.  that 
is  so. 

859.  Mr.  Withinshaw.']  Then  the  majority  of 
these  hawkers  who  were  refused  were  also  General 
Dealers  ? — Not  all  of  them. 

860.  But  the  majority  of  them  were  General 
Dealers,  having  a  store  in  some  place? — No,  I  do  not 
think  the  majority,  but  some  of  them  have. 

861.  So  thev  would  be  able  to  continue  the 
General  Dealers' Store,  and  send  their  travellers 
out  to  take  orders  and  could  deliver  the  goods,  but 
could  not  send  the  goods  out  for  sale  ? — Yes.  I 
may  say  the  General  Dealers  were  very  satisfied 
with  tli3  stopping  of  the  hawkers'  licences. 
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Mr.  Jan  Abraham  Venter,  examined. 

*Ventet'  862.  Chairman.']  You  are  a  member  of  the  House 
.•  —  of  Assembly  and  represent  Wodehouse  ? — Yes. 
Ang.31,1908.  862a  What  has  been  the  effect  of  the  General 
Dealers  Act,  so  far  as  the  refusal  of  general 
dealers'  licences  to  hawkers  is  concerned,  in  your 
district? — There  has  been  a  great  improvement 
effected  by  the  Act,  but  I  do  not  think  the  Act  goes 
far  enough. 

863.  In  what  way  would  you  like  the  Act 
amended  ? — I  would  like  the  Act  amended  so  that 
small  hawkers  with  bundles  on  their  backs  should 
not  be  allowed  to  come  back. 

864.  Would  you  then  allow  hawkers"  licences  on 
the  larger  scale  ? — Yes. 

865.  Is  there  any  feeling  against  hawkers,  ms 
hawkers,  amongst  the  farming  community  ? — Yes, 
against  all  the  small  hawkers. 

866.  What  is  the  objection  ?— -There  are  two 
reasons,  the  first  is  that  they  bring  things  that  are 
not  necessary  and  sell  them  to  poor  people  and 
sell  them  goods  at  double  the  value,  gi\  e  them  on 
credit  and  then  the  farmers  come  out  very  badly. 
Then  these  men  when  travelling  drop  in  anywhere 
and  everywhere  and  sleep  in  all  sorts  of  places 
and  the  things  may  be  contaminated,  the  bundles 
may  be  infected  by  the  time  they  get  to  the  farmer. 
their  conditions  are  insanitary. 

867.  Mr.  Hellier.]  Why  do  you  prefer  the  large 
hawkers  to  the  small  ones  ? — The  big  ones  usually 
go  round  with  their  wagons  and  sleep  in  them. 
They  are  more  sanitary. 

868.  Do  these  small  hawkers  ever  do  any  business 
with  the  servants  of  farmers  ? — No. 

869.  Are  these  hawkers  Coolies  ? — No.  there  are 
no  Coolies,  there  are  Frenchmen,  and  what  are 
called  Egyptians. 

870.  Is  there  any  complaint  about  their  nationa- 
lity ? — No,  they  do  not  complain  about  their 
nationality,  but  that  their  things  are  not  up  to  the 
high  prices  charged. 
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871.  Are  you  in  favour  of  making  any  difference    \r.rJ-A- 
between  hawkers  who  have  been  in  business  for  a 

large  number  of  years  before  the  Act  was  passed  Ans- 21» im 
and  those  who  have  applied  later  ? — Oh.  y<  8. 

872.  3/r.  Alexander.']  if  a  man,  although  a  small 
hawker,  had  a  licence  for  a  number  of  years  would 
you  be  willing  for  him  to  have  a  licence  ? — Mot 
that  class  of  man  that  goes  about  with  a  bundle. 

873.  Are  vou  in  favour  of  altering  the  Act  ? — 
No,  I  am  not  in  favour  of  altering  the  Act,  except 
that  I  would  like  to  alter  the  law  so  thai  even  the 
Divisional  Council  should  have  no  right  to  grant 
licences  to  small  hawkers. 

874.  Has  the  Divisional  Council  given  any 
licences  ? — In  my  district  the  Divisional  Council 
has  granted  licences  to  small  hawkers. 

875.  Are  there  farmers  on  the  Divisional  Coun- 
cil ?— Yes. 

876.  Why  have  thev  granted  these  licences  to 
the  men  if  it  is  not  a  good  thing  ? — The  Divisional 
Council  may  be  of  a  different  opinion  in  my 
District  to  what  I  am. 

877.  Are  vou  a  member  of  the  Divisional  Coun- 
cil ?— No. 

878.  Mr.  WitJ/insh<tw.~)  Do  you  think  the  Divi- 
sional Council  has  a  better  knowledge  of  the 
District  than  the  Magistrate?  I  think  the  Divi- 
sional Council  is  the  best  bodv  to  grant  licences  if 
they  are  to  be  granted  ? — I  would  prefer  to  have 
the  Divisional  Council  to  grant  the  licences. 
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PUBLISHED  PRICE  LISTS   OF  CHEAP    GROCERY 
STORES   KEPT   BY   INDIANS. 


Gamali   Parka  r, 

10,  Devilliers  Street  and  268,   Hanover  Street, 

The  Cheapesl  Cash  Grocery  Stoics  in  Cape  Town. 
Yellow  Sugar,  2  lb.  -Hd.,  1  lb.  2d  ;  White  Sugar,  5  lb.  Is ; 
Sweet  Milk  Cheese,  10^d.  ;  Butter.  Is.  5d.  per  lb.  :  Defiance 
Soap,  2^d.  bar,  2  bars  4^(1.  :  Blue  Snap.  3^d.  bar  :  Kitchen 
Soap,  2d.  bar;  Sunlight  Soap.  8^d.  pkt.,  1  bar  3d;  Riee, 
Hd.  lb.  ;  Good  Riee,  2d.  lb.  :  Milk,  4id.  and  5d.  per  tin  :  Candle-. 
16  oz.  od.,  14  oz.  4^d.,  Ditto,  12  oz.  4d.  ;  Mealies.  Id.  lb.; 
Corn,  Hd.  lb.  :  Natal  Beans,  2id.  lb.  ;  Sugar  Beans,  3d.  lb.  ; 
White  Mealies,  Hd.  lb.  :  Quaker  Oats,  6|d.  pkt.  ;  Tiger 
Brand,  o^d.  pkt.  ;  Nectar  Tea  1>.  8d.  lb.,  [  II).  od.  ;  Green 
Nectar  Tea  Is.  6d.  lb.,  £  lb.  4^1.  :  Jam  1  lb.  tin  5d.,  2  lb  tin, 
9d.  ;  Salmon,  8d.  tin  :  Mid-Cut  Salmon.  7d.  tin  :  Smoked 
Sardine?,  od.  tin  :  Tomatoes,  31b.  tin,  7d.  ;  Matches,  -Hd. 
pkt.  :  Worcester  Sauce.  4d.  bot.  ;  Raisins,  .'Ud.  11).  ;  Currants. 
7d.  lb.  ;  Raw  Coffee,  od.  lb.  :  Chicory,  6d.  11).  :  Self  Raising 
Flour,  3d.  lb,  :  Fine  Flour.  2d.  lb.  :  White  Rose  <  )il.  2d.  bot. ; 
Split  Peas.  2d.  lb.  :      Starch,  :Hd.  lb.  :      Loaf  Sugar.  :>M.  pkt. 


Save  4s.   ix  the  £ 

And    buy    for    Cash   at  the  Goodwood   Supply   Stores 

(next  to  Goodwood  Hall),  Main  Road.  Goodwood. 

Fresh  Goods  of  the  best  quality  only  kept   in   Stock. 

Also  a    large   Stock  of   Crockery,    Enamelware,    Drapery,    and 
Boots  at  Lowest  Possible  Prices. 

These  are  the  Cash   Prices. 


Best  Java    Rice,  2d.  lb.  :      T.   R.  Riee.  2d.  lb.,  :      White  Eti 


er 


l^d.  lb.  :  Mauritius  Best  Yellow  Sugar.  2d.  lb.  ;  Yellow  Sugar, 
7  lb..  Is.  :  Rio  Coffee  Raw.  5d.  lb.;  French  Coffee,  Is.  2d. 
lib.  tin;  Mixed  Coffee,  9d.  lb. ;  Pure  Coffee,  Is.  lb. ;  Nectar 
Tea,  Is.  8d.lb.,  lOd.  ±  lb.,  od.  \  lb.,  2.U1.  2  oz.  pkt.  ;  Mazawattee 
Tea,  2s.  lb.  ;  Alago  Bush  Tea.  5d.  lb. ;  Defiance  Soap.  2£d. 
bar  :      Blue   Soap,  .'Hd.  bar  :      Sunlight    Soap.   9d.    Box  :      Milk 
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Maid  Milk,  od.  and  44d.  ;  Findon  Haddocks,  4d.  ;  Smoked 
Sardines,  od.  tin  ;  16  oz.  Candles,  5gd.  pkt.  ;  12  oz.  Candles, 
4M.  pkt.  ;  10  oz.  Candles,  4d.  pkt.  ;  Lyle's  Syrup,  Is.  3d. 
4  lb.  tin..  7hd.  2  lb.  tin,  4d.  1  lb.  tin  ;  Best  Butter,  Is.  5d. 
lb.  :  Lard,  9d.  lb.  ;  Best  Bacon,  Is.  3d.  lb.  ;  Corned  Beef, 
Is.  ld.2  lb.  tin;  Stephens'  English  Jams,  Is.  3d.  2  lb.  tin  ; 
Snow  Flake  Flour.  4s.  3d.  25  lb.  ;  Household  Flour,  4s.  25  lb.  ; 
Seconds  Flour,  3s.  6d.  25  lb. ;  Boer  Meal,  3s.  3d.  25  lb. ; 
Bran,  Id.  lb.,  Is.  9d.  25  lb.;  Best  Pollard,  25  lb.  2s.  3d.; 
Mixed  Fodder,  25  lb.  2s.  6d.  ;  Yellow  Mealies,  13  lb.  Is.; 
Corn,  l^d.  lb.;  Crushed  Mealies,  2s.  25  lb.;  Samp,  l|d. 
lb.  ;  Pearl  Barley,  2^d.  lb.  ;  Natal  Beans,  3d.  lb.,  3|d.  and 
2id.  ;  Green  Peas,  2d.  lb.  ;  Split  Peas,  2|d.  ;  Plain  Bird- 
seed, 3^d.  ;      Pinhead  Cigarettes,   2jd.  packet,  5  pkts  for  Is.. 

Orders  taken  for  all  kinds  of  Goods  and  delivered  to  your 
satisfaction.     A   Trial   Solicited. 


[B.] 

PETITIONS  OF  THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN  INDIAN 
ASSOCIATION,  V.  SAMMY  AND  OTHERS, 
BRITISH  INDIAN  RESIDENTS  AT  K1MBERLEY, 
AND  HING  WOO,  PRESIDENT,  CHINESE  ASSO- 
CIATION, REFERRED  TO  THE  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  Honourable 
the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

The  Petition  of  "  The  South  African  Indian  Association,"  a 
political  body  representing  a  large  Indian  Community  in  Cape 
Town  and  other  centres  in  this  Colony 

Most  Respectfully  Sheweth  : 

1.  That  the  said  Association  humbly  approach  your  Honour- 
able House,  in  pursuance  of  a  mandate  from  an  influential  Indian 
Conference  which  sat  in  Cape  Town  in  the  last  week  of  June, 
and  submit  this  Petition,  embodying  the  substance  of  Resolutions 
adopted  by  it,  and  of  a  subsequent  Resolution  passed  by  the 
Association,  after  full  deliberation,  setting  forth  grievances 
suffered  by  the  Indian  Community  in  this  Colony. 

2.  That  your  Petitioners  beg  to  state  that  the  Resolution 
adopted  by  the  said  Conference — which  Avas  composed  of  Dele- 
gates from  such  important  centres  as  Port  Elizabeth,  Kimberley, 
Vryburg,  Mafeking,  Robertson  and  Stellenbosch,  in  addition  to 
Cape  Town  and  the  District  thereof-  -have  reference  chiefly  to 
the  severe  restrictions  imposed  on  the  Indian  Community  by  the 
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Immigration  Act,  to  the  hardships  occasioned  by  the  drastic 
provisions  of  the  General  Dealers  Act,  and  to  the  invidious 
position  in  which  British  Indian  subjects  are  placed  in  East 
Louden,  by  reason  of  the  exceptionally  severe  Municipal  Regu- 
lations enforced  against  them  as  a  class  in  that  township. 

.'->.  That  your  Petitioners  would  humbly  represent  that  the 
Law  governing-  Immigratian  in  this  Colonv  has  become  oppres- 
sive to  a  degree  to  the  Indian  Community,  owing  to  the  want  of 
a  clear  definition  of  the  term  'k  Domicile,"  and  that  the  placing  of 
a  proper  construction  on  that  term,  authoritatively,  once  for  all, 
or  the  determining  of  a  three  years'  residence  in  the  Colony  to 
constitute  domicile  in  every  case,  as  well  as  the  sanctioning  of  the 
grant  of  Certificates  under  the  Immigration  Act.  without  any 
limit  as  to  time  of  return  to  the  Colony  of  applicants  for  the 
same,  appear  imperative,  so  as  to  bring  about  a  satisfactory 
change  in  the  present  state  of  things. 

4.  That  in  respect  of  minors  whom  it  is  desired  to  bring  into 
the  Colonv  by  parents  or  relatives  settled  here,  petitioners  submit, 
in  terms  of  the  resolution  of  the  Conference,  that  the  age  limit  in 
all  such  cases  be  that  which  is  now  recognised  by  the  Roman- 
Dutch  Law  for  all  other  legal  purposes  in  this  Colony,  viz.  : 
under  twenty-one  years. 

5.  That,  looking  to  the  fact  that  the  difficulty  of  control  of 
immigratian,  and  the  annoyance  and  hardship  inflicted  on  Indians 
under  the  Act,  arise  chiefly  from  the  illiberal  and  unsympathetic 
attitude  of  the  department,  and  the  withholding  of  all  reasonable 
concessions,  the  South  African  Indian  Association  has,  since  the 
meeting  of  the  Conference,  specially  considered  and  resolved,  as 
a  matter  of  great  expediency,  that  the  following  enactments  be 
urged  for  the  early  consideration  of  Parliament,  in  the  wa\  of  a 
remedy  that  will  afford  adequate  means  of  doing  away  with 
existing  abuses,  and  provide  a  more  rational  method  of  depart- 
mental procedure  : 

(a)  Servants,  under  agreement  for  a  term  of  years,  under 
proper  limitations,  to  be  allowed  to  enter  the  Colony,  on 
application  of  traders  of  good  repute,  subject  to  the 
condition  that  such  traders,  or  employers,  make  a 
deposit  to  Government  of  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to 
cover  the  ultimate  repatriation  of  such  servants,  and 
afford  all  reasonable  guarantees  for  the  due  fulfilment  of 
the  condition. 

I /)  A  dnly  authenticated  certificate  under  the  hand  of  a 
Magistrate  in  India  with  respect  to  the  age  of  a  minor. 
and  the  liona-jidc  character  of  the  case  dealt  with,  on 
application,  be  deemed  sufficient  for  all  official  purposi  - 
in  this  Colonv. 
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6.  Th.it  .Petitioners  would  urge,  in  conformity  with  the  unani- 
mous resolution  of  the  Indian  Conference  that,  in  view  of  the 
strictures  recently  made  by  the  Honourable  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  connection  with  several  cases  of  appeal  heard 
by  them,  relating  to  Immigration,  Parliament  may  be  pleased,  as 
a  matter  of  pressing  public  necessity,  to  order  that  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  last  year  to  inquire  into  Immigration 
matters  do  continue  its  labours,  take  further  evidence,  and  publish 
its  Report  during  the  present  Session. 

7.  That,  with  regard  to  the  General  Dealers'  Act,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  it  operates  harshly  on  British  Indians  more  than  on 
other  members  of  the  community — the  European  trading  class  of 
the  lower  grade  being  chiefly  foreigners — your  Petitioners 
respectfully  beg  to  represent  that,  it  being  found  impracticable, 
•owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  Colony,  to  authorize 
the  free  and  unrestricted  issue  of  Licences  to  British  Indians,  as 
in  other  parts  of  the  British  Dominions,  the  powers  now  vested 
in  Municipalities  and  Divisional  Councils  be  revoked,  and  the 
right  to  grant  licences  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Resident  Magis- 
trates. This  change  the  Conference  deemed  absolutely  essential, 
seeing  that,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  Municipal  Councillors  are 
practically  interested  parties  in  trade  concerns,  and  cannot  there- 
fore be  free  from  prejudice,  or  unbiassed,  when  dealing  with 
applications. 

8.  That  yom-  Petitioners  would  also  state  that  great  hard- 
ship has  likewise  been  inflicted  on  hawkers,  without  discrimina- 
tion, by  the  wholesale  refusal  of  licences  to  them  to  trade.  Such 
indiscriminate  and  ill-judged  method  of  dealing  with  applications 
of  persons  who  have  been  long  established  here  has  not  onlv 
seriously  affected  the  interests  of  many  mercantile  firms,  but  it 
has  also  tended  to  the  loss  of  public  revenue  ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  has  undoubtedly  led  to  a  systematic  and  serious  abuse 
by  coercing  respectable  traders  into  adopting  dishonest  methods 
of  public  dealing. 

9.  That  Petitioners,  while  soliciting  the  restoration  of  licence 
privileges  to  deserving  persons  of  the  hawker  class,  would  at  the 
same  time  urge  for  consideration  that,  where  a  licence  is  refused, 
the  applicant  may,  by  virtue  of  his  vested  rights,  be  allowed  the 
right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  as  is  now  conceded  in  the 
case  of  a  General  Dealer. 

10.  Wherefore  your  Petitioners,  humbly  and  respectfully  pray 
that  your  Honourable  House  will  take  this  their  Petition  into 
gracious  consideration.  They  venture  to  hope  that  Parliament 
will  recognize  the  need  for  a  modification  of  the  law,  and  intro- 
duce the  necessary  amendments  to  the  above-cited  Acts  during 
the  present  Session,  thereby  removing  the  needless  restrictions 
imposed  on  British  Indians  in  this  Colony,  where  they  have,  up 
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to  a  recent  period,  enjoyed  nil  the  rights  and  privileges  of  loyal 
subjects  of*  the  Crown,  and  in  which  they  hope  to  continue  to 
enjoy  their  full  citizen  rights,  with  all  others  of  the  Community, 
as  faithful  subjects  of  His  Most  Gracious  Majesty  the  King. 

And  your  Petitioners, 

as  in  duty  bound, 

will  ever  pray, 

(Sgd.)         EBRAHIM  NORODIEN,  President. 
SHAMSUDIX  CASIMALL    \  Joint 

A.  G.  GANSAR  pro  E.A.P.,      ]  Secretaries. 
ADAM   ABDUL  LA,                  )  Joint 

KSUFF  AHMEDJI  PATEL,  j  Treasurers. 

South  Afrieaii  Association  Rooms, 

"  Mountain  View  Buildings," 
Hanover  Street.  Cape  Town,  July  20th.  1908. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  and  Members   of   the   House  of 
Assembly    of   the    Cape    of    Good    Hope    in     Parliament 
assembled. 
The  Petition  of  the  undersigned  British    Indians   resident   on 

the  Diamond  Fields 

Respectfully  Sheweth  : 

1.  That  vour  Petitioners  are  residents  of  Kimberley  and 
Beaconsfield,  with  a  fixed  domicile  in  this  Colony. 

2.  That  although  domiciled  in  this  country,  they  have  a  desire 
at  some  future  time  to  visit  their  native  land  and  relatives  in 
India  or  elsewhere. 

3.  That  they  arc  grateful  for  the  permission  which  is,  and  has 
been,  granted  to  them  by  the  proper  authorities  enabling  them  to 
periodically  visit  the  land  of  their  birth. 

4.  That,  however,  some  of  their  friends,  who  have  proceeded 
to  India,  have  experienced  grave  difficulties  in  returning  owing 
to  the  view  adopted  by  the  Immigration  Officer  of  the  Cape 
Colony  that,  if  the  period  of  their  absence  is  somewhat  protracted, 
they  are  regarded  as  having  abandoned  their  Colonial  domicile. 

5.  That  under  the  existing  regulations  in  force  permits  are 
granted  for  one  year  only,  with  the  result  that,  if  any  of  your 
Petitioners  should  by  unforeseen  circumstances  be  prevented  from 
returning  within  such  period,  they  will  be  debarred  from  re- 
entering this  Colony. 

6.  That  your  Petitioners  humbly  request  that  the  existing 
regulations  may  be  amended  in  such  a  manner  as  to  provide  for 
an  indefinite  time  within  which  the  domiciled  permit-holder  may 
return  to  the  Colony,  so  long  as  he  can  show  prior  to  his 
departure  that  he  is  not  leaving  South  Africa  permanently,  your 
Petitioners  humbly  request  that  he  shall  be  allowed  to  return 
within  a  reasonable  time. 
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7.  That  your  Petitioners  submit  that  the  habits  of  the  Indian 
population  in  the  Cape  Colony  and  particularly  on  the  Diamond 
Fields,  to  leave  for  an  extended  rest  and  holiday,  should  be  duly 
considered  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  this  petition. 

8.  That  your  Petitioners  humbly  request  that,  in  view  of  the 
thumb  impressions  being  required  when  the  permit  is  granted  to 
any  Indian  person  leaving-  South  Africa  for  a  temporary  purpose, 
which  has  proved  the  surest  means  of  identification,  the  further 
requirement  of  a  photograph  might  conveniently  be  dispensed 
with. 

Wherefore  your  Petitioners  pray  that  your  Honourable  House 
v\ill  be  pleased  to  take  their  Petition  or  case  into  favourable  con- 
sideration and  grant  such  relief  as  it  may  deem  fit. 

And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

V.  SAMMY  AND  204  OTHERS. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  and  Members  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  Parliament 
Assembled  : 

The  Petition  of  the  undersigned,  Hing  Woo,  in  his  capacity  as 
President  of  the  Chinese  Association  of  Cape  Town,  and  duly 
authorized  representative  of  the  various  Chinese  Associations 
and  Chinese  residents  throughout  the  whole  of  this  Colony 

Respectfully  Shewlth  : 

1.  That  the  Chinamen  residing  within  the  Colony  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  are  suffering  great  hardships  owing  to  various 
enactments  in  force  in  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  more  especially  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say  : — 

(a)  In  regard  to  Immigration. 

(h)  In  regard  to  Naturalization. 

(<■)  In  regard  to  the  Municipal  Franchise. 

(d)  In  regard  to  Parliamentary  Franchise. 

2.  Your  Petitioner  would  crave  the  leave  of  your  Honourable 
House  to  refer  in  slight  detail  to  the  enactments  and  hardships 
beforementioned. 

.5.  The  first  Immigration  Act  (Act  47  of  1902)  as  well  as  the 
Regulations  under  the  Act  do  not  differentiate  between  China- 
men and  other  immigrants.  If  a  Chinaman  could  write  in  the 
characters  of  a  European  language  ana1  was  not  under  the  other 
disabilities  set  forth  in  the  Act,  he  would  be  allowed  to  laud. 
Moreover,  it  was  expressly  enacted  (section  three,  sub-section  /'. ) 
that  the  Act  was  not  to  apply  to  "persons  domiciled  in  South 
Africa."  This  would,  of  course,  include  Chinamen  then  domiciled 
in  South  Africa. 
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4.  In  1904,  however,  an  Act  was  passed  with  special  reference 
to  Chinamen  (Act  No.  37  of  1904),  and  this  Act  altered  the 
whole  position.  In  future  no  Chinaman  could  enter  the  Colony 
or  be  or  reside  in  the  Colony  unless  : 

(1)  (Section  three).  He  held  a  Governor's  certificate  of 
exemption,  which  would  be  granted  in  case  he  was  by 
birth  a  British  subject  or  the  holder  of  a  certificate  of 
naturalization  in  this  Colony. 

(2)  (Section  six).  He  held  a  Minister's  certificate  of 
exemption,  which  Avould  be  granted  to  every  Chinaman 
resident  or  present  in  the  Colony  at  the  time  of  the 
Act.  If  he  was  a  British  born  subject  or  naturalized 
in  this  Colony  he  could  claim  a  Governor's  certificate 
of  exemption. 

(3)  (Section  nine).  Minors  attaining  the  age  of  18  years, 
if  males,  are  also  granted  certificates. 

(4)  (Section  twelve).  Provision  is  made  in  the  Act  for 
renewal  of  such  certificates. 

(5)  (Section  seventeen).  This  section  of  the  Act  enacts  that 
"  no  liquor,  mining,  general  dealer's,  importer's,  hawker  s 
or  other  licence  whatever  to  carry  on  a  trade  shall  be 
issued  to  any  Chinaman  who  is  not  a  registered  owner 
of  a  certificate  of  exemption  under  this  Act." 

(6)  Section  nineteen  of  the  Act  enacts  that  if  any  Chinaman 
is  found  guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  Act,  he  shall,  in 
addition  to  the  penalties  imposed  upon  him  in  respect 
thereof,  be  liable  to  be  deported. 

(7)  Section  twenty-five  enacts  that  "every  police  officer, 
police  constable,  or  railway  official  shall  with  any  neces- 
sary assistance  prevent  the  entry  into  the  Colony  of  any 
Chinaman  who  does  not  possess  the  Governor's  certifi- 
cate of  exemption. 

(8)  Under  Section  thirty-three  no  certificate  of  naturaliza- 
tion can  be  issued  to  any  Chinaman.  Moreover,  none 
except  natural  born  or  naturalized  (i.e.,  in  the  Colony 
previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Act)  Chinamen  can  re- 
enter the  Colony,  if  they  leave.  This,  however,  has 
been  altered  by  Act  15  of  1906  which  allows  holders  of 
Minister's  certificates  of  exemption  to  apply  for  permits 
"  to  visit  China  or  other  Eastern  country  "  from  which 
they  may  originally  have  come. 

(9)  Section  thirty-four  provides  that  if  a  Chinaman  is  not  a 
British  subject,  born  or  naturalized  in  the  Colony  and 
is  twice  convicted  of  assault  or  gambling  or  keeping  a 
brothel  or  if  he  shall  be  convicted  of  any  other  crime 
before  a  Superior  Court,  he  shall  be  deported  to  China 
after  the  expiration  of  his  sentence. 

[A  16—08]    Asiatic  Grievances.  K 
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(10)   Section   thirty-five  provides  that  no  Chinaman  shall  be 

registered   as  a   voter  in   any  election  unless  he  holds  a 

Governor's    certificate    of  exemption,   i.e.,   either  he  is 

British  born  or  naturalized  in  this  Colony. 

5.  Another  Immigration  Act  (Act  No.  30  of   1906)  has  been 

passed   but  it  contains  no    reference   to    Chinamen.       Th's   Act 

makes    for    the    first    time    a    distinction    between    "  Persons    of 

European  birth  domiciled  in  South  Africa"  (Section  4,  /and  h) 

and  "  Asiatics  lawfully  resident   who    have   obtained   permits   to 

temporarily  absent  themselves." 

Your  Petitioner  humbly  prays   that    new   legislation   may   be 
introduced  providing 

(1)  That  in  regard  to  immigration  Chinamen  should  lie 
put  on  the  same  footing  as  other  Asiatics. 

(2)  That  in  regard  to  naturalization  Chinamen  should  be 
put  on  the  same  footing  as  other  aliens. 

(3)  That  in  regard  to  the  municipal  franchise  Chinamen 
should  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  other  ratepayers  ;  and 

(4)  That  in  regard  to  the  Parliamentary  franchise  China- 
men who  are  British  born  should  have  the  same  rights 
as  other  British  born  subjects  and  Chinamen  who  are 
naturalized  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  and  this  Colony  should  have  the  same 
rights  as  other  naturalized  subjects. 

(5)  That  deportation  should  only  take  place  after  convic- 
tion before  a  Superior  Court  of  one  or  other  of  the 
following  crimes  to  wit  :  Murder,  Rape,  Theft,  Fraud, 
Perjury  or  Forgery. 

Wherefore  Your  Petitioner  prays  that  Your  Honourable  House 
will  be  pleased  to  take  the  case  of  himself  and  his  fellow  China- 
men in  this  Colony  into  favourable  consideration,  and  grant  such 
relief  as  it  may  deem  fit. 

And  Your  Petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

Dated  at  Cape  Town,  the  2nd  day  of  July,  1908. 

HING  WOO, 

In  his  capacity  as  President  of  the  Chinese 
Association  of  Cape  Town,  and  duly 
authorized  representative  of  the  various 
Chinese  Associations  and  Chinese  re- 
sidents throughout  Cape  Colony. 

As  Witnesses  :  1.  L.Alexander. 
2.  M.  Koppel. 
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